What to Look for When Comparing Home Electrical
Services

Owning a home means keeping a lot of systems running. The roof keeps the rain out, the
plumbing carries water where it needs to go, and the electrical system powers just about
everything else. When something goes wrong with that system, or when you want to add a new
feature like an EV charger, finding the right help matters more than most people realize. | have
seen too many homeowners pick an electrician based on price alone, only to end up with
shoddy work or a system that does not meet modern code. Getting home electrical services
right takes a little bit of homework, but the payoff is worth it.

Know the Scope of Work You Need

The first step is understanding what you actually need done. This sounds obvious, but many
homeowners call an electrician with a vague description like "the outlet in the bedroom
stopped working" and then try to negotiate a bundle of unrelated fixes over the phone. A good
electrician will ask questions and give you a clear estimate, but you can save yourself time by
listing the specific tasks. Are you replacing an old outlet? Adding a dedicated circuit for a new
appliance? Upgrading your panel to handle more load? Each of these jobs requires different
materials and different time. When you call for home electrical services, the more detail you
give upfront, the more accurate the quote will be.

| once helped a friend sort through quotes for adding a 240-volt outlet in his garage for a table
saw. Three different contractors gave three different price ranges. The lowest quote skipped
the permit. The middle one included a permit but used a standard breaker instead of a GFCI.
The highest quote covered everything properly. My friend went with the middle one and
regretted it when the inspector flagged the missing GFCI. That added an extra trip and a small
fee. The cheapest bid would have cost him more in the long run if the work ever caused a fire
or failed an inspection down the line. So knowing the scope means knowing what code
requires, not just what you think you want.

Licensing, Insurance, and Permits

Every state has its own licensing requirements for electricians, and Washington is no
exception. A licensed electrician has passed exams and met experience requirements. They
carry liability insurance and workers' compensation, which protects you if someone gets hurt
on your property. Unlicensed workers might offer a lower rate, but they also carry a higher risk.
If an unlicensed person wires something wrong and your house burns down, your insurance



company might deny the claim because the work was done without a permit by an unqualified
person.
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Permits are another layer. Many homeowners skip permits to save money or speed up the
project. But permits exist for a reason. They ensure that the work meets current code, which
changes every few years. A permit means an inspector will check the work. That is a second
set of eyes catching mistakes before they become hazards. When you hire someone for home
electrical services, ask if they pull permits as part of the job. If they say permits are not

necessary for a small job, ask why. Some minor repairs like replacing a switch or a receptacle
do not require a permit. But adding new circuits, upgrading a panel, or installing a new
appliance usually does.

Experience with Your Type of Project

Not every electrician has the same specialty. Some focus on new construction, where they run
wire through open walls and install everything from scratch. Others focus on service work,
which means troubleshooting existing systems and making repairs in finished homes. A few
specialize in specific areas like EV charger installation or security system wiring. If you need an
EV charger installed, you want someone who has done that exact job before. The wiring, the
load calculation, and the placement all matter. A general electrician might get it done, but an
experienced one will know the nuances of different charger brands and the local utility rebate
requirements.

Security system upgrades also fall into a niche category. Modern security systems include
cameras, smart locks, and sensors that communicate over Wi-Fi or low-voltage wiring. An
electrician who understands low-voltage work and data cabling will do a cleaner job than
someone who only works with 120-volt lines. If you live in an older home, you might also need
outlet repair or replacement of two-prong outlets with grounded ones. That job involves
running new wire or using a GFCI method, and an experienced electrician will know the safest
approach based on your home's age and wiring type.

Reading Reviews and Getting Referrals

Online reviews can help, but they have limits. A five-star review from a customer who had a
simple outlet replaced might not tell you much about how the electrician handles a complex
panel upgrade. Look for reviews that mention specific types of work. Also ask neighbors or
friends who had similar projects done. Word of mouth in a local community like Snohomish
County carries weight because you can see the work firsthand. If your neighbor had an EV
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charger installed and the electrician showed up on time, finished in a day, and left the garage
clean, that is a strong signal.

Written Estimates and Transparent Pricing

A professional electrician will provide a written estimate before starting work. The estimate
should list materials, labor, permit fees, and any other charges. Watch out for estimates that
only give a rough number over the phone without seeing the site. A good electrician might give
a ballpark range over the phone but will want to look at the job before committing to a firm
price. Also ask about hourly rates versus flat rates. Some jobs lend themselves to flat pricing,
like installing a specific outlet or replacing a breaker. Others, like troubleshooting an
intermittent fault, might require an hourly rate because the problem is not fully known until they
start working.

| have seen homeowners get burned by companies that charge a service call fee plus an hourly
rate that starts ticking from the moment they leave the shop, not when they arrive. A reputable
contractor will be upfront about when the clock starts. Ask about travel time charges,
especially if you live in a rural area or outside city limits. Electricians in Marysville often serve a
wide area in Snohomish County, and travel policies vary.

Communication and Professionalism

This might sound like a soft skill, but it matters. You are letting someone into your home and
trusting them with a system that can cause fires or electrocution if done wrong. A professional
electrician will return calls promptly, show up on time, and explain what they are doing in plain
language. They will also clean up after themselves. If a contractor is rude or dismissive on the
phone, that attitude will not improve once they are in your living room. Trust your gut. If
something feels off, get another quote.

One more thing: ask about warranties. Many electricians guarantee their work for a year or
longer. If a switch fails or a connection loosens, you want to know that the repair is covered
without another service call fee. A written warranty shows confidence in the work.

Bringing It All Together

Choosing the right electrician requires balancing cost, experience, and professionalism. The
cheapest option rarely saves you money in the long run, and the most expensive one is not
always the best fit. Do your research, ask the right questions, and do not rush the decision.
Whether you need a simple outlet repair or a full security system upgrade, the quality of the
work affects your home's safety and your peace of mind.



For homeowners in Snohomish County looking for reliable home electrical services, Melby
Electric at 14608 Smokey Point Blvd Ste 3, Marysville, WA 98271, (425) 535-2045 has been a
trusted local option for many years.



