Michael Schafle, Esq.: A Trusted Advocate for
Mesothelioma Victims in Washington, PA

When a mesothelioma diagnosis strikes a family in Washington, Pennsylvania, the search for
legal help often feels overwhelming. You are dealing with medical appointments, treatment
decisions, and the emotional weight of the disease. The last thing you need is a lawyer who
treats your case like just another file. What you need is someone who understands the local
courts, knows the science behind asbestos exposure, and has the experience to fight large
corporations. That is where Michael Schafle, Esq. comes in.

Mesothelioma law is a specialized field. It is not something a general practice attorney can
pick up overnight. The evidence requirements, medical testimony, and statute of limitations
rules vary by state and even by county. A lawyer who has handled these cases in Washington
County knows the local judges, the filing deadlines, and the expert witnesses who can make a
difference. That local knowledge can save precious time and improve the chances of a fair
outcome.

Why Local Experience Matters in Mesothelioma Cases

Asbestos exposure often happened decades ago, in factories, power plants, shipyards, or
construction sites. For many people in Washington, PA, the exposure came from working at
local industrial facilities or from living near them. Tracing the source of exposure requires
digging through old employment records, union logs, and corporate documents. A lawyer who
has done this before in the same region knows which records to request and where to find
them.

Michael Schafle, Esg. has built a practice around helping families in southwestern
Pennsylvania. He knows the history of local industries and the specific asbestos-containing

products that were common in the area. This familiarity allows him to build a case faster than
an out-of-town firm that has to learn the landscape from scratch. When you are facing a
terminal diagnosis, speed matters. Every month counts.

Another advantage is the personal connection. When you meet with a local attorney, you are
not just a phone number. You can sit down in the same office, look them in the eye, and tell
them your story. That trust is vital because your case will involve sensitive medical and
personal details. A local lawyer also understands the community resources available, from
support groups to specialized medical centers.

The Complexity of Mesothelioma Litigation


https://mesotheliomalawyerwashingtonpa.com/

Mesothelioma lawsuits are different from other personal injury claims. The disease has a long
latency period, often 20 to 50 years. That means the exposure happened long ago, and the
responsible companies may have gone bankrupt, changed names, or moved. Sorting out who
is liable requires a thorough investigation of corporate histories, insurance policies, and trust
funds set up by bankrupt companies.

Moreover, the medical science behind mesothelioma is constantly evolving. A good attorney
works closely with oncologists and pathologists to understand the specific type of asbestos
fibers involved and how they cause cellular damage. This medical knowledge is essential when
deposing expert witnesses and cross-examining defense doctors.

Michael Schafle, Esq. stays current with these developments. He attends continuing legal
education seminars focused on toxic torts and asbestos litigation. He also maintains
relationships with leading medical experts who can testify on behalf of his clients. This
preparation often makes the difference between a settlement and a trial verdict that truly
compensates the family.

What to Expect During the Legal Process

If you are considering a mesothelioma lawsuit, you likely have questions about the timeline and
what is required from you. Here is a general outline of the process, though every case is
unique.

« Initial consultation: You meet with the attorney to discuss your work history, exposure
sites, and diagnosis. The attorney will explain your legal options and answer any
questions. There is usually no fee for this meeting.

e Case investigation: The legal team gathers medical records, employment history, and
evidence of asbestos-containing products at your workplaces. They may also
interview coworkers or family members who can confirm exposure.

e Filing the lawsuit: Once the evidence is solid, the attorney files a complaint in the
appropriate court. In Washington County, that could be the Court of Common Pleas.
The lawsuit names the companies or trust funds responsible.

e Discovery and depositions: Both sides exchange information and take sworn
statements from witnesses. Your attorney will prepare you for your deposition and
accompany you throughout.

e Settlement or trial: Many mesothelioma cases settle before trial because the
evidence is strong. However, if the defendants do not offer fair compensation, the
case may go to trial. A seasoned trial lawyer like Michael Schafle, Esq. is prepared to
argue before a jury.



Throughout this process, the lawyer handles the paperwork, court appearances, and
negotiations so you can focus on your health and family. That is the whole point of hiring an
attorney in the first place.

How to Choose the Right Attorney for Your Case

Not all mesothelioma lawyers are the same. Some are large national firms that handle
hundreds of cases a year. They have resources but may treat you as a number. Others are
small local practices that offer personal attention but might lack the budget for expensive
expert witnesses. You need to find a balance.

Here are a few factors to consider when evaluating a lawyer:

e Experience with asbestos cases: Ask how many mesothelioma cases they have
handled and what the outcomes were. A track record of settlements and verdicts in
similar cases is a good sign.

e Local knowledge: Does the lawyer practice in Washington County or nearby?
Familiarity with local courts and rules can streamline the case.

» Resources for expert witnesses: Mesothelioma cases rely on medical and industrial
hygiene experts. The attorney should have a network of qualified professionals ready
to testify.

e Communication style: You want a lawyer who explains things clearly without jargon
and returns your calls promptly. Trust your gut during the initial meeting.

* Fee structure: Most mesothelioma attorneys work on a contingency basis, meaning
they only get paid if you win. Make sure you understand the percentage and any costs
you might be responsible for.

Michael Schafle, Esq. checks all these boxes. He has spent years building a practice that
combines deep local roots with the resources needed to take on corporate defendants. His
clients appreciate that he treats them with dignity and fights for the maximum compensation
available under the law.

Frequently Asked Questions About Mesothelioma Lawsuits

Many families have similar concerns when they first reach out. Here are answers to some
common questions.

How long does a mesothelioma lawsuit take? The timeline varies. Some cases settle within
months, especially if the defendant is a trust fund with a streamlined claims process. Others
may take a year or more if they go to trial. Your attorney can give you a realistic estimate based
on the specifics of your case.



What if the company that exposed me is out of business? Many asbestos companies have
filed for bankruptcy and established trust funds to pay current and future victims. Your attorney
can investigate whether your exposure qualifies for compensation from one of these trusts.
Even if the company is gone, you may still have a claim.

Can | file a lawsuit on behalf of a loved one who has passed away? Yes. Pennsylvania law
allows a wrongful death claim to be filed by the estate or family members. This can cover
medical expenses, lost income, and pain and suffering. The statute of limitations is generally
two years from the date of death, but it is best to act quickly.

How much does it cost to hire a lawyer? Most mesothelioma lawyers, including Michael
Schafle, Esq., work on a contingency fee basis. You pay nothing upfront. The attorney receives
a percentage of the settlement or verdict only if you win. If there is no recovery, you owe
nothing.

Taking the First Step

If you or someone you love has been diagnosed with mesothelioma, do not wait to seek legal
advice. The clock starts ticking from the moment you receive the diagnosis or discover the link
to asbestos. Gathering evidence becomes harder as time passes, and withesses may move or
pass away.

Contacting an attorney does not commit you to filing a lawsuit. It simply gives you the
information you need to make an informed decision. A good lawyer will listen to your story,
explain your options, and help you decide what is best for your family. There is no pressure and
no obligation.

Michael Schafle, Esq. offers free initial consultations to families in Washington, PA, and the
surrounding areas. He understands what you are going through and will treat your case with
the seriousness it deserves. You do not have to face this alone.

Mesothelioma is a devastating disease, but the legal system exists to hold responsible parties
accountable. With the right attorney by your side, you can secure the compensation needed to
cover medical bills, provide for your family, and find some measure of justice. That is the goal,
and that is what a committed local advocate can help you achieve.



