When comparing horse feed and cubes, the simplest answer is this: horse feed is the broad category, while
cubes are a specific type of it. Horse feed can include blends, nuts, pellets, chaff-type rations, and complete horse

feed, whereas cubes are compact, compressed units designed to provide nutrition in a practical format.

The key difference is not just shape. It is about components, nutritional value, fibre content, starch, protein,
digestibility, and how each product supports a horse’'s feeding plan. A smart choice depends on forage first
principles, the horse’'s workload, body condition, and whether you need hard feed, slow release energy, or

straightforward upkeep support.

Understanding horse feed is

Horse feed is any processed or blended feed fed alongside forage such as hay and haylage. In simple terms, it
encompasses many types of horse feed, from conventional mixes to fibre-based balancers and complete horse

feed designed to deliver a full ration in the bucket.

Most horses should regularly have forage as the base of their diet. Feed is then used to top up stamina, protein,
vitamins and minerals, and in some cases specific ingredients for digestive health, weight management, or

improved energy levels. For that reason, the phrase horse feed is wide-ranging rather than specific.
Common types of horse feed include:

¢ Mixes with combined cereals, fibres, and added nutrients

® Nuts that are typically coarse, compact, and easy to store

Pellets that offer a even format and consistent intake

Complete horse feed products intended to replace some or all of the concentrate ration

Fibre-based feeds and low-starch options for sensitive horses

A balanced diet for horses is never just about the bucket. It is about matching feed to forage, turnout, work, and
condition. A horse in light work may only need a small ration, while a horse in hard work may need more

concentrated nutrition to support performance and recovery.

For beginners, it helps to think of horse feed as the “umbrella term”. The specific product type is what matters

when you compare labels, feeding rates, and suitability.

Which cubes are in horse nutrition

Cubes are a form of horse feed made by compressing feed ingredients into solid, uniform chunks. They are
often used because they are easy to measure, keep, and feed. Cubes can be fiber-rich, cereal-based, low-starch,

or designed as a complete horse feed depending on the formula.

In horse nutrition, cubes are valued for consistency and practicality. They generally offer strong palatability,
which means many horses find them pleasant to eat, and some are designed to improve digestibility through
carefully chosen ingredients. That makes them useful for horses that need steady consumption without the fuss

of a highly mixed ration.

Some horse feed companies produce cubes as part of a wider range that also includes mixes and pellets. Others
focus on special formulations, such as low-starch cubes for horses needing steadier energy levels or high-fibre

cubes to support gut function.



Cubes may be chosen when owners want:

* An convenient format in the feed bucket

® Steady nutrient intake

® Reduced sorting compared with mixed feeds
* A practical option for daily feeding routines

* A product that can fit a controlled feed ration

It is important not to assume all cubes are the same. Some are complete rations, some are partial feeds, and
some are mainly a rich source of fibre, protein, or energy. That is why label reading matters more than the word

“cubes” itself.

Horse feed vs pellets: the key differences

The key difference between horse feed and cubes is that horse feed is the category, while cubes are one format

within that category. Yet the practical differences go further than shape.

To start, cubes often provide a more uniform intake than loose types of horse feed such as mixes. Because each
piece is similar, the horse cannot pick out favourite ingredients. This may help deliver a more consistent balance

of protein, starch, fibre, and vitamins and minerals.

Next, mixes may be more appealing to some horses because of greater variety, while cubes can be more
controlled and less sortable. For horses that are fussy, feed appearance and smell can affect palatability. For

horses that need a strict ration, cubes can be easier to manage.

Third, feeding rules matter. Many horse feeding rules focus on giving forage before concentrates, avoiding
sudden changes, and dividing feed into sensible portions. At this point the difference between a feed and cubes

becomes less important than the overall feeding strategy.

A practical horse feeding chart is more useful than choosing by shape alone. A horse in low work with good
body condition may need little more than forage and a balancer. A horse in stronger work may need a larger

concentrate ration, whether that comes as cubes, pellets, or a mix.
These are the key comparison points:

* Format: horse feed is a general term; cubes are compressed pieces

® Choice control: mixes allow more visual variety, cubes reduce sorting

* Feeding ease: cubes are straightforward to measure and serve

* Digestibility: depends on ingredients, processing, and fibre content, not just shape
* Usage: both can suit different workloads and body condition goals

When you look at horse feeding rules, the best product is the one that supports a stable feeding plan, good

condition score, and appropriate digestibility for the horse’s needs.

Which is better for your horse?

Neither one of horse feed nor cubes are automatically better. The right choice depends on the horse, the
workload, and the overall diet. For many owners, the right answer comes from choosing feed to condition,

temperament, and how much forage the horse already eats.



If you are new to feeding, horse feed for beginners should usually be simple, forage-led, and easy to assess.
That often means beginning with the basics: hay or haylage, salt, water, and a modest concentrate only if needed.

In many cases, a cube-based feed can be easier to understand because the serving is neat and repeatable.

For practical horse feed advice uk, a good rule is to keep the ration as uncomplicated as possible while covering
the horse’s needs. If the horse maintains a healthy condition score on forage alone, extra hard feed may not be
necessary. If the horse is struggling to hold weight, recovering from work, or needing more support, cubes or

another concentrate may help.
Ask these questions:

® |s the horse in easy, moderate, or heavy workload?

® |s the horse underweight, overweight, or in ideal body condition?

® Does the horse need extra fibre, more calories, or more protein?

® Does the horse need slow release energy rather than a cereal-heavy ration?

* Does the horse cope well with mixes, or does it need a more uniform feed?

If your horse is a easy keeper, lower-starch cubes or a balancer may be enough. If your horse is a poor-doer, a
higher calorie feed may be more suitable. The best option is the one that supports a healthy body condition

without overfeeding starch.

For beginners, it is often sensible to choose from trusted products, follow the feeding guide, and review the

horse's response every few weeks. No single feed format suits every horse.

How to pick the right feed based on workload and condition

A smart feeding decision starts with workload and condition score. This is where a horse feed calculator uk can
be helpful as a starting point, but it should never replace observation of the horse itself. Calculators give a guide;

the horse gives the final answer.

Begin with the basics of horse feeding rules: start with forage, introduce changes gradually, feed small amounts
frequently where needed, and avoid unnecessary starch. Then build a ration around the horse’s workload and

body condition.
Use the following approach:

* Low workload: forage may be sufficient, or a small balancer/low-calorie feed

* Moderate workload: a controlled feed ration with cubes, nuts, or a mix may help

¢ High workload: energy-dense feed with attention to digestibility, fibre, and protein is often needed
* Poor condition: increase calorie intake carefully without upsetting gut function

* Good-doer/overweight: choose lower-calorie, lower-starch feeds and monitor intake closely

A basic horse feeding chart can help you think in categories rather than exact products. For example, a horse
with a healthy condition score in light work may not need much beyond forage and a vitamin/mineral source. A
horse that is losing weight in sustained work may need a more substantial feed, perhaps a cube-based ration

with higher digestibility.

Remember that forage quality matters too. Good hay or haylage may reduce the amount of hard feed needed. In
contrast, poor forage may force you to rely more on concentrates. The best feeding plan balances forage, feed,

and workload without overloading the digestive system.



When in doubt, choose the least complicated ration that meets the horse’s overweight horse feed energy,
protein, and micronutrient needs. That is often the safest approach for digestive health and long-term

management.

Horse feed cost and value for money

Horse feed cost varies widely depending on ingredients, quality, manufacturing, and how dense the product is.
The question how much does horse feed cost does not have a single answer, because a bag price alone does

not tell you the full worth.

Cheap feed may seem attractive, but it can be poor value if you need to feed a large amount to meet the same
nutritional goals. A more concentrated product can sometimes cost more per bag yet work out better value if the

feeding rate is lower. This is why smart owners compare cost per day, not just cost per sack.
Elements that affect value include:

® Grade of ingredients
® How easily it is digested and nutrient density

® Feeding rate required

Whether it is a complete horse feed or partial ration

How well it matches workload and condition

Different horse feed companies position their products differently. Some focus on economy, others on specialist
performance, and others on fibre-based or low-starch formulas. The best value is the one that meets the horse’s

needs without waste or overfeeding.

Also consider how a feed fits into the wider ration. If a product reduces the need for separate supplements, it
may be better value overall. Likewise, a balanced feed that supports condition and energy efficiently may save

money by preventing loss of weight or poor performance.

How to understand labels and assess products

Reviewing the label is the most efficient way to determine whether a feed is suitable. This is particularly true for
complete horse feed products, which should be reviewed carefully rather than chosen by name alone. The label

reveals the ingredients, analytical values, and suggested feeding rate.
When comparing products from different horse feed companies, look for the following:
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* Fibre content and whether the feed is forage-based
e Starch level, especially for horses needing steadier energy
® The protein content and quality
* Added vitamins and minerals
* Daily feeding rate per day

* Whether the feed is designed as a balancer, partial ration, or complete horse feed


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/?search=overweight%20horse%20feed

If you are comparing a product such as spillers horse feed with another brand, do not focus only on the brand
name. Compare the guaranteed analysis, target horse type, and intended use. A popular brand may offer many

different formulas, from cubes to mixes and targeted performance feeds.

Understanding the label also helps you avoid misunderstanding terms like “complete”. In one product, complete
may mean a full ration with very little need for other feed. In another, it may simply mean a nutritionally balanced

hard feed that still needs forage as the foundation.

A good habit is to match the label to your horse’s actual needs rather than to marketing terms. That is the best

way to build a sensible feeding plan.

Common feeding mistakes to avoid

Even the most suitable horse feed can be undermined by poor feeding habits. Following the 10 rules of feeding
horses helps reduce risk and improve consistency. While different guides phrase them differently, the core
principles are usually the same: forage first, change gradually, feed according to need, and monitor the horse

closely.
Common mistakes include:

® Giving excessive amounts of hard feed and not enough forage

¢ Altering the ration too fast

® Ignoring the horse's body condition

* Choosing a feed without checking starch levels, fibre, or protein content

* Using a feed that does not fit workload

* QOver-supplementing without understanding what the feed already provides
® Assuming cubes are always better than other types of horse feed

* Not adjusting the ration through seasonal changes or changes in work

Another mistake is depending on a horse feed mix recipe made by guesswork. Home-mixing may appear cost-
effective, but without proper formulation it can create shortfalls or excesses in energy, starch, protein, or
micronutrients. If you are making your own mix, it should be done with a clear nutritional purpose and a proper

understanding of the ration.

Horse feed advice uk often emphasises practical simplicity: use forage as the base, make changes slowly, and
keep an eye on body condition. The horse should tell you whether the plan is working through energy levels,

weight, topline, and behaviour.

Good feeding is steady feeding. The correct feed in the wrong management system will still give poor results.

FAQ about horse feed and cubes

What is the difference between horse feed and cubes?

Horse feed is the general term for feed given to horses alongside forage, while cubes are one specific format of
horse feed. Cubes are compressed, uniform pieces that may be part of a mix, a pellet-style ration, or a complete
horse feed. The difference is mainly format, but the ingredients and nutritional value matter more than the

shape.

Are cubes better than other types of horse feed?



Not always. Cubes can be useful because they are easy to measure and less easy for horses to sort through, but
other types of horse feed may suit certain horses better. The best choice depends on workload, body condition,

digestibility, and whether the horse needs more fibre, protein, or slow release energy.

How can | work out how much horse feed to offer my horse?

Start out with forage, next use http://markets.financialcontent.com/citcomm.kvoram/article/abnewswire-2026-7-
24-with-half-of-britains-horses-overweight-bifid-launches-grain-free-low-sugar-feed-for-the-nations-good-

doers/ a horse feeding chart or horse feed calculator uk as a guide. Change the amount according to
workload, condition score, and how the horse appears and is doing over time. Offer little and often if needed,

and always follow general horse feeding rules rather than making a guess.

Is complete horse feed suitable for all horses?

No. Complete horse feed is useful for some horses, especially those needing a easy well-rounded ration, but it is
not automatically appropriate for every horse. Some horses need more forage, less starch, or a alternative feed

format. Always check whether the product suits the horse’'s workload, condition, and digestive health.

How can | compare horse feed cost between products?

Evaluate the true daily feeding cost rather than just the bag price. Review feeding rate, nutrient density, and
whether the feed replaces other items in the ration. Horse feed cost can vary, so ask how much does horse

feed cost per day for your horse, not just per sack. That gives a fairer picture of value for money.
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