Short answer: no. The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) does not set a special definition or certification
programme for “organic” cosmetics. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) oversees the National
Organic Program (NOP), which sets standards for organic agricultural production and handling. A cosmetic
containing agricultural ingredients may be eligible for USDA organic certification if it meets the relevant NOP

requirements.

That does not put cosmetics outside FDA oversight. The FDA still regulates cosmetics under US food and drug
laws, including rules on safety and labelling. In other words, “organic” and “safe” are separate questions. A
certification can tell you about how eligible ingredients were produced and handled; it does not, by itself, prove

that a product is gentle, effective, hypoallergenic or suitable for every skin type.
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For shoppers comparing products, the useful question is not simply whether the front label says "organic”. Check
which standard the claim refers to, what percentage of ingredients is organic, and whether the product carries the
appropriate seal and certifier information. Here is a practical guide to FDA organic cosmetics claims and the US
cosmetics organic rules behind them.

Who regulates what?

The FDA and USDA have different jobs. The USDA’'s NOP sets and administers organic standards for agricultural
https://potentash.com/2026/10/14/organic-certifies-beauty-wellness-labels/ products. Certification is carried out
by USDA-accredited certifying agents—not by the USDA itself. These agents assess whether farms, processors and

products meet the programme’s requirements.

The FDA regulates cosmetics sold in the US. Among other things, it oversees cosmetic safety and labelling under
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. The FDA generally does not pre-approve cosmetics or their ingredients
before they go on sale, although some products that appear to be cosmetics may also be regulated as drugs—for

example, depending on their intended use and claims.

So a cosmetic can be subject to FDA requirements and also carry a USDA organic claim when it qualifies under the
NOP. The two systems are not interchangeable: FDA compliance does not confer organic status, and organic

certification does not replace a company'’s responsibility to comply with FDA rules.
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Organic certification is a process standard

Organic certification is about following defined production and handling standards. For eligible agricultural
ingredients, those standards address matters such as farming practices, permitted inputs and the prevention of
contact with prohibited substances. Certified operations must keep records and undergo inspections. The

particular requirements depend on the product and its supply chain.

This makes certification useful, but it is not a score for how well a moisturiser performs. It does not guarantee that
a product will calm redness, clear acne or work better than a non-organic alternative. Nor does “organic” mean

“hypoallergenic”. A certified product can still contain ingredients to which an individual is sensitive.

There is another important limitation: not every cosmetic ingredient is an agricultural ingredient. Water, minerals
and some other materials do not become organic simply because they appear in a product with certified plant oils.

The percentage claims on a label therefore matter, as does the exact wording of the certification category.

USDA organic label tiers and percentages

The NOP has several label categories. The percentages refer to the product’s ingredients that count under the
organic rules; water and salt are excluded from the calculation. The following summary is a shopping guide, not a
substitute for the full standard:

Label category What it generally means USDA Organic seal? “100 percent organic” All ingredients, excluding added
water and salt, are certified organic. May be used, if the product meets the requirements. “Organic” At least 95%
of the ingredients, excluding water and salt, are certified organic. The remaining ingredients must meet applicable
NOP conditions. May be used, if the product meets the requirements. “Made with organic [specified ingredients or
food groups]” At least 70% of the ingredients, excluding water and salt, are certified organic. The label must
identify the organic ingredients or specified groups. No. Less than 70% organic ingredients The product cannot
make an organic claim on the main display panel under this category. Specific certified organic ingredients may be

identified in the ingredient statement. No.

These categories can help put a prominent front-label claim into perspective. A product called “made with organic
botanicals” is not in the same category as a product labelled “organic”, and neither description means that every

ingredient is organic. Read the exact phrase rather than treating all uses of the word as equivalent.




Seal versus marketing words: natural, clean and pure

The USDA Organic seal is a regulated mark. For eligible products, it indicates that the product has met the relevant
NOP requirements and is certified through an accredited certifying agent. The seal is not simply a design choice a

brand can add because it uses a few organic ingredients.

By contrast, terms such as “natural”, “clean” and “pure” are not substitutes for USDA organic certification. In
the cosmetics aisle, these words can be used in different ways and may not tell you a product’s organic
percentage, ingredient sourcing or manufacturing standard. They can sound reassuring without providing the

specific information a certification category provides.

That does not automatically mean a product using these words is poor quality. It means the words alone are not
proof of organic status. If “organic” appears in large type but there is no clear category, seal or explanation, look

for supporting information before drawing conclusions.

Look for the certifier's name

For products sold as USDA-certified organic in the relevant categories, the label must identify the certifying agent.
Look on the information panel—often near the ingredient list or the manufacturer or distributor details—for a line
naming the certifier. The USDA Organic seal and the certifier name are different things: the seal is a recognised

mark, while the certifier line helps show which accredited agent certified the operation or product.

Do not assume that a logo on the front is enough. Check the product label and, if the information is unclear,
consult the brand’s website or contact the company. A brand should be able to explain what its organic claim
means and identify the certification behind it. Claims and label requirements can depend on the product category,
so an absence of the USDA seal alone does not establish that a product is fraudulent—for example, the “made

with organic” category is not allowed to use the seal.

Does organic certification apply to every cosmetic?

No single rule makes every cosmetic ingredient or finished product eligible for organic certification. Eligibility
depends on the ingredients, how they are produced and processed, and whether the product meets the NOP's
requirements. A cosmetic made largely from water and minerals, for instance, may not be able to make the same

percentage claim as a formula built around agricultural ingredients.

This is one reason the phrase “organic skincare regulation” can be confusing. There is no standalone FDA organic
cosmetics standard. Instead, the USDA organic programme may apply to qualifying agricultural ingredients and
products, while FDA requirements continue to apply to the cosmetic itself. A brand may also use other voluntary

standards, but shoppers should not mistake a private logo for the USDA Organic seal.

Companies such as Joy Organics may appear in conversations about wellness and ingredient sourcing, but the
same label-checking approach applies to any brand. Do not infer a product’s certification from a company name,

category or general sustainability message. Verify the claim on the particular product you are buying.

What batch testing can—and cannot—tell you

Batch testing can provide information about a particular production batch, depending on what the laboratory
tests for. For example, a test report might address specified contaminants or measure particular compounds. Ask
what was tested, which batch the results cover, and whether the laboratory and testing method are clearly
identified.



Batch testing is not organic certification. A clean result for a tested contaminant does not establish that

ingredients were farmed or handled to NOP standards, while organic certification does not mean every possible

contaminant has been tested in every finished batch. The two forms of evidence answer different questions:

certification concerns compliance with an organic production and handling standard; a test result concerns the

substances or properties included in that test.

A quick shopping-aisle checklist
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Find the exact claim. Is it “organic”, “100 percent organic”, “made with organic ingredients”, or just a

marketing phrase?

. Check for the USDA Organic seal where appropriate. The seal is not permitted for every organic category,

so read the wording as well.

. Look for the certifier’s name. On a product making a relevant USDA-certified claim, check the information

panel for the certifying agent.

. Read the ingredient list. A front-label claim does not mean every ingredient is organic.
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. Treat “natural”, “clean” and “pure” as descriptions, not certification. Ask what standard, if any, supports

them.

. Keep safety and sensitivity separate from certification. Review ingredients, follow directions and patch-

test when appropriate. Organic does not mean hypoallergenic.

. Use batch testing for the question it answers. Check the test scope and batch reference; do not treat a test

report as proof of organic status.

The bottom line

The FDA does not define “organic” specifically for cosmetics. The USDA’s National Organic Program sets the

relevant organic standards for qualifying agricultural products and ingredients, while the FDA continues to

regulate cosmetics under its own laws. That is the key distinction behind FDA organic cosmetics claims and the

wider US cosmetics organic rules.

For a confident purchase, look past oversized front-label words. Check the USDA Organic seal when the product

category allows it, find the organic percentage tier, and look for the certifier's name on the information panel. Then

judge safety, suitability and performance separately. Certification can tell you that a defined process standard has

been met; it cannot promise that a product will suit your skin or deliver a particular result.



