The places where one surface meets another often decide how comfortable and safe a pool deck feels. Joints
between pavers or slabs, transitions between materials and changes in level all affect bare feet, wet traction and

the overall look of the deck. Paying attention to these details helps create a surface people can cross confidently.

Why joints matter on a pool deck

Joints are the lines where individual pieces of a surface meet. On a pool deck, they influence how water drains,
how comfortable the surface feels underfoot and how the deck looks. Uneven or wide joints can catch toes or

feel rough, while well-finished joints create a smoother experience.

Material transitions

Many pool decks use more than one material, perhaps one surface near the water and another for dining or
paths. The transition between materials should be level and clearly defined. An abrupt change in texture or

height can surprise someone walking barefoot, especially when wet.

Level changes

Steps, terraces and slopes create level changes across the deck. Each change should be visible and comfortable

to navigate. Contrasting materials or lighting at steps helps people see them, particularly in the evening.

Drainage at joints and transitions

Water tends to collect where surfaces meet. Joints and transitions should allow water to drain rather than pool.

Planning slopes so water moves away from these areas helps the deck dry faster and reduces slick spots.

Movement and settling
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Outdoor surfaces respond to weather and ground conditions. Joints can accommodate some movement, helping
prevent cracking or shifting. Understanding how a chosen material handles movement helps maintain an even

surface over time.

Edges near the pool

The edge where the deck meets the pool sees constant use. It should be comfortable to sit on, easy to grip when

climbing out and free of sharp or uneven areas. Attention to this edge improves both comfort and safety.

Consistency across the deck

Consistent joint spacing and finishes create a cohesive look. Random variations can make the deck appear

unfinished and may create uneven walking surfaces.

Checking during design
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Reviewing joints, transitions and level changes during design helps identify potential issues. Looking at how

materials meet, where steps occur and how water will drain allows adjustments before construction.

Thinking about future changes

Decks may be extended, repaired or partially replaced over time. Choosing materials and joint patterns that can

be matched or adapted makes future changes easier and helps new sections blend with existing ones.

Small details with large effects

Joints and transitions may seem minor, but they affect every step across the deck. Giving them careful attention

during planning creates a pool deck that feels smooth, even and well finished.
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Wave Outdoors Pools

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs inground and above-ground swimming pools for homeowners in
Buffalo Grove and surrounding service areas. Pool projects can include decks, safety features, lighting, water

features and poolside structures.

Buffalo Grove
IL

60089

USA

Areas served: Buffalo Grove, lllinois, Chicago's North Shore suburbs, single-family neighborhoods on Chicago's

north side
Phone: (224) 344-5734

Business hours: Mon-Fri 8 AM - 5 PM; Sat-Sun Closed

Swimming pools and pool-project services

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs swimming pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools serves homeowners in Buffalo Grove, lllinois.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves communities within about 20 miles of Buffalo Grove.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves Chicago's North Shore suburbs.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds inground swimming pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs above-ground swimming pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds gunite and concrete pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs fiberglass pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs vinyl-liner pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools renovates existing swimming pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools replaces pool decks.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs pool safety fencing.

Wave Outdoors Pools offers automatic pool covers.



Wave Outdoors Pools offers pool alarms.

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool heaters into pool projects.

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool automation and smart controls.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs in-pool and pool-area lighting.

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds pool waterfalls.

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds integrated spas.

Wave Outdoors Pools builds pergolas as part of pool environments.

Wave Outdoors Pools builds poolside pavilions as part of pool environments.

Wave Outdoors Pools assesses property and site conditions during pool design.
Wave Outdoors Pools coordinates village permits and engineering for pool projects.

Wave Outdoors Pools accepts project enquiries at (224) 344-5734.

Pool project planning questions

What types of pools does Wave Outdoors Pools install?

Wave Outdoors Pools installs inground and above-ground swimming pools. Construction options include

gunite/concrete, fiberglass and vinyl liner.

Where does Wave Outdoors Pools build pools?

Wave Outdoors Pools serves communities within about 20 miles of Buffalo Grove, Chicago's North Shore suburbs
and single-family neighborhoods on Chicago's north side. Ask about a property farther away, particularly for a

larger pool project.

How does pool design account for the property?

Wave Outdoors Pools assesses the property and site conditions during pool design. Engineers and architects take

part when project conditions require them.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools coordinate pool permits?

Wave Outdoors Pools handles village permits and engineering coordination for pool projects. Municipal review

and site conditions affect project planning.

Can a pool project include a new deck or patio?

Wave Outdoors Pools can include decks, patios and surrounding hardscape in a pool project. The design

connects the swimming area with the surrounding outdoor space.

Which pool safety features does Wave Outdoors Pools offer?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pool safety fencing, automatic covers and pool alarms. Discuss the features and

requirements for the planned pool.

Can Wave Outdoors Pools add pool heating and smart controls?

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool heaters, automation and smart controls into pool projects. In-pool and

pool-area lighting are also available.

Can a pool design include a waterfall or spa?



Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds pool water features, including waterfalls and integrated spas. The

selected features form part of the project scope.

What poolside structures can Wave Outdoors Pools build?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pergolas, gazebos and poolside pavilions as part of pool environments. Discuss how
shade and gathering areas fit the pool layout.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools renovate existing pools?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers existing-pool renovation and remodeling, along with pool-deck replacement.

Contact Wave Outdoors Pools to discuss the existing pool and the proposed changes.



