Why You Need an Aquatic Attorney for Maritime
and Waterfront Legal Issues

When most people think of legal trouble on the water, they imagine a boating accident or a
dispute over a dock. The reality is far broader and more complex. From waterfront property
disputes to maritime injury claims, the laws that govern our lakes, rivers, and coastal waters
are a tangled web of federal statutes, state regulations, and local ordinances. | have spent
years navigating these waters, both literally and figuratively, and | can tell you that the
difference between a good outcome and a bad one often comes down to having the right
specialist on your side.

That specialist is an aquatic attorney. Not every general practice lawyer understands the
nuances of admiralty jurisdiction or the peculiarities of a riparian rights case. If you own
waterfront property, operate a marina, or work on the water, you need someone who wakes up
thinking about these issues. | have seen too many people try to handle a waterfront dispute
with a real estate lawyer who has never read a maritime case. It rarely ends well.

What Makes an Aquatic Attorney Different

An aquatic attorney focuses on legal matters that occur in or near navigable waters. This
includes maritime personal injury, dock and pier construction permits, environmental
compliance, and waterfront land use. The key difference between a general practitioner and an
aquaticattorney.com specialist is the depth of experience with the interplay between state

property law and federal admiralty law. For example, if a tree falls from your property onto a
neighbor's dock and damages their boat, who is liable? A standard property lawyer might look
at negligence, but an aquatic attorney will also consider whether the dock was legally
encroaching into the navigable waterway in the first place. That changes everything.

In my own practice, | have handled cases where a family bought what they thought was a
peaceful lakefront lot, only to discover that the previous owner had illegally filled in wetlands
and the government was demanding restoration. A general real estate attorney might have
missed the red flags in the title history. An aquatic attorney, however, knows to check the Army
Corps of Engineers permits and the local Shoreline Master Program before closing. That kind
of foresight saves clients tens of thousands of dollars and years of heartache.

Common Scenarios That Call for an Aquatic Attorney

People reach out to me most often for three types of situations. The first is a dispute over
water access. You might own a lot that touches the water, but your neighbor claims that your
dock crosses their submerged land, or that your boat ramp blocks their view. These conflicts
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can turn bitter fast, and they often involve surveyors, historical deeds, and sometimes even old
maps from the 1800s. An aquatic attorney knows how to read those documents and argue
them in court.

The second is an injury that happens on the water. Maritime personal injury law is a beast unto
itself. The Jones Act, the Longshore and Harbor Workers' Compensation Act, and general
maritime law all have different rules about who can sue and what damages are available. If a
deckhand slips on a wet deck and breaks their back, their rights depend on whether the vessel
was in navigation, whether the employer contributed to the hazard, and a dozen other factors.
A lawyer who does not handle these cases daily will likely miss a critical deadline or fail to
preserve evidence like the vessel's logbook or maintenance records.

The third scenario involves regulatory compliance. If you want to build a dock, install a boat lift,
or dredge a channel, you need permits from multiple agencies. The Clean Water Act, the Rivers
and Harbors Act, and state environmental laws all come into play. One misstep can result in
fines that exceed the cost of the project itself. | have seen a homeowner fined over $50,000 for
building a dock without realizing they needed a nationwide permit from the Corps. An aquatic
attorney helps you navigate that process before you break ground.

The Value of a Specialist in Court

Litigation is another area where specialization matters. When you walk into a courtroom with
an aquaticattorney.com professional on your side, the judge and opposing counsel
immediately recognize that you take the case seriously. In maritime cases, many judges have
deep experience with admiralty law and expect a certain level of procedural knowledge. Filing a
complaint in the wrong venue or failing to invoke admiralty jurisdiction correctly can get your
case tossed out before it ever reaches the merits.

| recall a case where a commercial fisherman was injured when a winch failed on a trawler. The
general practice lawyer he first hired filed the case under state workers' compensation law,
which capped his damages and excluded his claim for pain and suffering. When we took over,
we refiled under the Jones Act and the doctrine of unseaworthiness, which allowed him to
recover full medical costs, lost future earnings, and compensation for his permanent disability.
The difference was not just in the legal theory; it was in the evidence we gathered. An aquatic
attorney knows to inspect the vessel, interview the crew, and preserve the maintenance records
immediately. That knowledge cannot be faked on the fly.

How to Choose the Right Aquatic Attorney

Not every lawyer who claims to handle water law is truly qualified. You want someone who can
demonstrate a track record in the specific area you need. Ask them about the last five cases



they handled. If they cannot name a single maritime injury or waterfront property dispute, keep
looking. Also check whether they are members of the Maritime Law Association or have
published articles on aquatic legal topics. Those are good signs.

Geography matters too. Laws vary by state and even by county. An attorney who practices on
the Gulf Coast may know the nuances of the Public Trust Doctrine in Florida but be unfamiliar
with the Great Lakes Submerged Lands Act in Michigan. The best aquatic attorney for your
situation is one who regularly works in the same jurisdiction where your issue arose.

Practical Steps to Take Right Now

If you are dealing with a water-related legal problem, do not wait. Evidence can disappear
quickly. A damaged boat gets repaired, a disputed dock gets removed, and memories fade.
Start by gathering every document you have: deeds, permits, photographs, correspondence
from neighbors or agencies. Then call an aquatic attorney for a consultation. Most offer an
initial conversation to assess whether you have a case and what your options are.

Also consider the cost of inaction. A neighbor who encroaches on your water access today
may claim adverse possession tomorrow. A permit you thought was unnecessary could lead to
federal penalties that compound monthly. The money you spend on a qualified attorney now is
almost always less than the cost of fixing a problem after it escalates.

Final Thoughts on Waterfront Legal Protection

Living or working on the water brings immense joy and opportunity, but it also comes with
unique legal risks. The laws are not intuitive, and they change more often than most people
realize. Whether you are buying a lake house, expanding a marina, or recovering from a boating
accident, having an aquatic attorney in your corner is not a luxury. It is a necessity.

| have spent my career helping people protect what matters most to them on the water. The
peace of mind that comes from knowing your legal foundation is solid is worth more than any
piece of paper. If you are facing a challenge, take the time to find someone who understands
the depth and breadth of aquatic law. Your future self will thank you.



