What to Expect When Rehoming a French Bulldog

Understanding the Decision to Rehome a French Bulidog

Rehoming a dog is rarely an easy choice. For many owners, a French Bulldog has been a loyal
companion through life changes, and the thought of parting ways brings mixed emotions. Yet
circumstances shift. A move to a new city, a change in work hours, or a shift in family health
can make it genuinely hard to give a Frenchie the attention and care it needs. When that
happens, the responsible path is to find a new home where the dog can thrive.

The key is to approach the process with honesty and preparation. Owners who plan ahead give
their dog the best chance at a smooth transition. This means gathering records, being clear
about the dog's personality, and working with a rescue or rehoming organization that
understands the breed. French Bulldogs have specific needs around breathing, temperature
regulation, and socialization, so a general shelter may not always be the right fit. A breed-
specific rescue can often provide the support and matching that makes a real difference.

Why Owners Consider Rehoming

Life is unpredictable. A job loss, a divorce, or a serious illness can upend even the most stable
household. For some owners, the financial cost of caring for a French Bulldog becomes too
much. Veterinary bills for brachycephalic breeds can add up quickly, especially if the dog
develops skin allergies or requires surgery for breathing issues. Other owners find that their
living situation changes and no longer allows for a dog. A landlord may ban pets, or a new
apartment may lack outdoor space.

Behavioural challenges also play a role. French Bulldogs are generally friendly and adaptable,
but they can develop separation anxiety or stubbornness if their routine changes. An owner
who works longer hours may come home to a dog that has chewed furniture or barked
nonstop. Without the right training or support, these issues can strain the relationship. In such
cases, rehoming is not a failure. It is a recognition that the dog's needs and the owner's
capacity no longer match.

The Surrendering Process: What It Involves

When an owner decides to surrender a French Bulldog, the first step is usually to contact a

rescue organization that handles the breed. Many rescues have an online form or a phone
intake process. They ask about the dog's age, health, temperament, and history. This
information helps them assess what kind of home the dog needs. Some rescues also request
a surrender fee to help cover the cost of veterinary care, boarding, and transportation while the
dog waits for adoption.


https://www.rescuefrenchbulldogs.org/surrendering-dog

Owners should expect to provide medical records, including vaccination history and any known
health conditions. A recent vet check is helpful, but not always required. The rescue may also
ask for a behavioural assessment. This can be done by the owner describing the dog's
reactions to other animals, children, and strangers. Honesty matters here. If a dog has snapped
at a cat or shown fear around men, the rescue needs to know to place the dog safely.

One of the most important parts of the surrendering process is timing. Some rescues have
waiting lists because they rely on foster homes rather than a central facility. A foster-based
rescue places dogs in temporary homes with volunteers who care for them until a permanent
adopter is found. This model allows the dog to live in a home environment rather than a kennel,
which reduces stress. But it also means that space is limited. Owners may need to wait weeks
or even months before the rescue can accept the dog.



Preparing Your French Bulldog for a New Home

Before the handover, there are practical steps an owner can take to make the transition easier.
First, gather all paperwork. Vaccination records, microchip information, and any medication
instructions should be organized in a folder. If the dog has a favourite toy or blanket, include
that too. Familiar scents can comfort a dog in a new setting.

Second, write a short profile of the dog. Describe its daily routine, favourite activities, and any
quirks. Does it sleep in a crate or on the couch? Is it fine with cats or does it chase them? Does
it have a sensitive stomach or a fear of thunderstorms? The more detail the rescue has, the
better they can match the dog to a suitable adopter. Many adopters appreciate knowing these
small things because it helps them prepare their home.



Third, consider the dog's emotional state. Dogs pick up on their owner's stress. If the
household is tense, the dog may become anxious. Try to keep the final days calm. Stick to
regular walks and feeding times. Avoid introducing new people or pets right before the
surrender. A stable routine helps the dog feel secure, even when the environment is about to
change.

Working with a Foster-Based Rescue

Foster-based rescues operate differently than traditional shelters. They do not have a single
building where all animals are kept. Instead, a network of volunteers opens their homes to
dogs in need. This approach has several advantages for owners who need to surrender a
French Bulldog. The dog stays in a home rather than a cage, which reduces stress and the risk
of illness. Foster families can provide individualized care and report back to the rescue about
the dog's behaviour in a real home setting.

For the owner, working with a foster-based rescue means more communication. The rescue
will likely ask for updates on the dog's health and behaviour after the surrender. They may also
request that the owner remain available as a resource for questions. Some rescues even allow
owners to meet potential adopters or to stay in touch after the adoption. This can be
comforting for owners who worry about their dog's future.

However, foster-based rescues have limitations. They rely entirely on the availability of foster
homes. If no foster home is open, the rescue cannot accept a dog. This is why owners should
reach out early, even before they are certain they need to rehome. Building a relationship with a
rescue ahead of time can speed up the process when the need becomes urgent.

What Happens After Surrender

Once the dog is in rescue care, the organization takes over. The dog is usually given a full
veterinary checkup, updated on vaccinations, and spayed or neutered if not already done. The
rescue may also address any behavioural issues through training or medication. This period
can last from a few weeks to several months, depending on the dog's needs and how quickly a
suitable adopter comes forward.

Adoption applications are reviewed carefully. Rescues look for homes that match the dog's
temperament and lifestyle. A French Bulldog that needs a quiet home will not be placed with a
family that has young children and frequent visitors. Similarly, a dog with separation anxiety
will go to a home where someone is around most of the day. The goal is a permanent match,
not a quick placement.

Many rescues charge an adoption fee. This fee helps cover the cost of care and allows the
rescue to continue helping other dogs. It also signals that the adopter is financially prepared to



own a dog. Owners should know that the rescue will invest significant resources into their
surrendered dog, and that the dog will be treated with compassion throughout the process.

Common Concerns Owners Have

One of the biggest worries owners express is guilt. They feel they have let their dog down. But
circumstances change, and a dog's well-being matters more than pride. Choosing to surrender
a French Bulldog through a reputable rescue is an act of care. It says that the owner wants the
dog to have a good life, even if that life is not with them.

Another concern is whether the dog will be adopted quickly. French Bulldogs are popular, and
many rescues have waiting lists of adopters. However, the rescue will prioritize the right home



over a fast home. An older dog or one with health issues may take longer to place. Owners
should be prepared for this possibility and trust the rescue's judgment.

Some owners worry about the surrender fee. While fees vary, they are generally modest
compared to the cost of caring for a dog. The fee covers the rescue's expenses and is not a
profit. If money is tight, some rescues may offer a reduced fee or work out a payment plan. It
never hurts to ask.

Making the Best Choice for Your Dog

Rehoming a dog is never the first option, but it can be the right one. The process requires
honesty, patience, and a willingness to let go. By working with a rescue that understands
French Bulldogs and other bully breeds, owners can ensure their dog lands in a home that is
ready for the breed's unique needs.

For those who are considering this path, start by researching rescues in your area. Look for
organizations that are transparent about their process and that ask thoughtful questions. A
good rescue will treat both the owner and the dog with respect. They will not judge the decision
but will support it.

At the end of the day, the goal is a happy dog in a stable home. That is what every owner wants,
and that is what the surrendering process is designed to achieve. With the right approach, the
transition can be smooth for everyone involved.



