
The Role of національно-патріотичне
вихованние in Modern Ukrainian Education
When I first walked into a Ukrainian secondary school as a volunteer teacher ten years ago, the
phrase "national-patriotic education" felt heavy, almost like a slogan from another era. But after
spending months in the classroom, watching students grapple with questions of identity and
belonging, I realised this concept is not about slogans at all. It is about helping young people
understand who they are and where they come from, especially in a country that has faced
repeated challenges to its sovereignty.

In Ukraine, the idea of національно-патріотичне вихованние has evolved significantly since
the Euromaidan protests and the ongoing conflict in the east. Schools are now expected to
integrate this approach across subjects, not just in history or literature classes. The goal is to
foster a sense of civic responsibility, respect for Ukrainian culture and language, and an
understanding of the country's European aspirations. національно-патріотичне виховання

What національно-патріотичне вихованние Looks Like in Practice
During a workshop I led for history teachers in Lviv, one participant described a project where
her students researched local monuments from the Soviet era and debated whether they
should be preserved or removed. This is a perfect example of how національно-патріотичне
вихованние works in a real classroom. It is not about indoctrination; it is about critical
thinking, historical awareness, and emotional connection to place.

Another teacher from Kharkiv shared how her class created a digital archive of family stories
from World War II and the Holodomor. Students interviewed grandparents, scanned old
photographs, and wrote short essays in Ukrainian. The project required language skills,
empathy, and a willingness to engage with difficult history. That is the essence of this
educational approach: it combines academic learning with personal meaning.

Challenges in Implementation

Of course, putting this into practice is not straightforward. Many teachers lack training in how
to handle sensitive topics like the Holodomor, the Soviet legacy, or the current war. There is
also the risk of turning the curriculum into a narrow, state-driven narrative. I have seen schools
where the approach becomes performative, students sing patriotic songs but cannot explain
why Ukraine's history matters in a global context.

To avoid this, educators need to focus on dialogue rather than monologue. Students should be
encouraged to ask questions, express doubts, and explore multiple perspectives. For instance,
a lesson on the Ukrainian Cossacks could include a debate about their role in national identity
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versus their historical treatment of other ethnic groups. This kind of nuance makes the subject
matter real and prepares students for civic life in a democracy.

Another challenge is resources. Rural schools often lack updated textbooks, internet access, or
funding for field trips to historical sites. I remember visiting a school in a small town in
Zhytomyr Oblast where the only map in the classroom was from 1985. Teachers there relied on
their own initiative, creating materials from online sources and organising exchanges with
schools in other regions. It was inspiring, but it also showed how much systemic support is
still needed.

Connecting to Broader Educational Goals
Національно-патріотичне вихованние does not exist in a vacuum. It overlaps with civic
education, media literacy, and intercultural understanding. When students learn to critically
evaluate historical sources, they are also learning to spot propaganda in today's news. When
they explore the diversity of Ukrainian folk traditions from different regions, they develop
respect for cultural variation within their own country.

I have seen this connection work well in a school in Dnipro, where a teacher integrated the
study of Ukrainian embroidery patterns into a mathematics lesson on symmetry and geometry.
The students not only learned about cultural heritage but also saw how abstract concepts
apply to real-world art. This kind of cross-curricular approach makes the learning feel organic
rather than forced.

At the same time, it is important to keep the curriculum open to outside influences. Ukrainian
education has historically been quite insular, but the country's future depends on its ability to
engage with Europe and the world. Teaching students about Ukrainian contributions to science,
literature, and technology, and placing those achievements in a global context, helps them see
themselves as part of a larger community.

Practical Tips for Teachers

Based on my experience working with Ukrainian educators, here are a few approaches that
tend to work well:

Start with local history. Students are more engaged when they can visit a nearby
monument, meet a local veteran, or examine old maps of their own town.

Use project-based learning. Let students choose a topic they care about and present
their findings to the class. This builds ownership and research skills.

Collaborate with other subjects. A language teacher can assign essays on historical
topics; a science teacher can discuss Ukrainian scientists. Consistency across



subjects reinforces the message.

Bring in outside voices. Guest speakers from community organisations, museums, or
even other countries can offer fresh perspectives and reduce the risk of a single
narrative.

Reflect on the process. Ask students to write short reflections on how their views
changed during a project. This helps them develop self-awareness and critical
thinking.

These methods are not revolutionary, but they work because they respect students' autonomy
and intellectual curiosity. The goal is not to produce uniform patriots but to produce citizens
who can think for themselves and contribute meaningfully to society.

Looking Ahead
The future of національно-патріотичне вихованние in Ukraine will depend on how well it
adapts to a changing world. As the country moves closer to EU integration, educators will need
to balance national pride with openness to European values like pluralism, human rights, and
rule of law. This is a delicate balance, but not an impossible one.

In my conversations with teachers, I often hear a mix of hope and frustration. They see the
potential for this approach to heal divisions and build a shared future. But they also face real
constraints: large classes, low salaries, and sometimes political pressure. The key is to support
them with training, resources, and the freedom to innovate.

Ultimately, національно-патріотичне вихованние is not just about the past. It is about giving
young Ukrainians the tools to navigate the present and shape a future they can be proud of.
And that is something every educational system should aim for.


