
Michael Schafle, Esq.: A Trusted Voice in
Pennsylvania Mesothelioma Law
When you or someone you love is diagnosed with mesothelioma, the legal landscape can feel
as overwhelming as the medical one. The disease itself carries a heavy weight, often emerging
decades after exposure to asbestos. In Pennsylvania, where industrial history runs deep, the
need for a lawyer who understands both the science and the local courts is critical. I have
spent years following this area of law, and I have seen how the right attorney can make a
profound difference in a client's life.

Mesothelioma cases are not like other personal injury claims. They involve complex medical
evidence, corporate histories that stretch back fifty years or more, and a statute of limitations
that demands prompt action. Finding a lawyer who genuinely knows the territory matters. That
is where Michael Schafle, Esq. comes into the picture. His practice focuses on representing
mesothelioma patients and their families throughout Pennsylvania, particularly in the Wilkes-
Barre area.

Why Local Knowledge Matters in Asbestos Litigation
Pennsylvania has a long and complicated relationship with asbestos. From the shipyards along
the Delaware River to the steel mills in Pittsburgh and the power plants scattered across the
coal regions, countless workers were exposed to asbestos fibers on the job. Many of those
workers lived in the northeastern part of the state, including Luzerne County and the
surrounding areas. They worked in factories, on construction sites, and in schools built during
an era when asbestos was seen as a miracle material.

When a mesothelioma lawsuit is filed, it is not enough to simply know the law. A skilled
attorney must understand where the exposure happened, which companies supplied the
asbestos-containing products, and how the local courts handle these cases. Judges in
different counties have their own preferences and procedures. Juries in Wilkes-Barre may see
things differently than juries in Philadelphia or Pittsburgh. An attorney who has spent years
practicing in these courts brings an intangible advantage that cannot be replicated by a large
out-of-state firm.

Michael Schafle, Esq. has built his practice around this principle. He is not a general
practitioner who occasionally takes a mesothelioma case. His work is concentrated on helping
people who have been diagnosed with asbestos-related diseases. That focus means he stays
current with medical research, knows the key expert witnesses, and understands how to build a
case that resonates with a local jury.

https://mesotheliomalawyerwilkesbarrepa.com/


The Human Side of a Legal Case
I have spoken with many families who have gone through this process, and the one thing they
all say is that the legal side feels impersonal at first. There are forms to fill out, deadlines to
meet, and medical records to gather. It is easy to feel like just another file on a desk. But
experienced mesothelioma attorneys know that each case is a story. It is a story of a person
who went to work every day, provided for their family, and never imagined that the materials
around them could cause harm decades later.

That human element is something I see reflected in the way Michael Schafle, Esq. approaches
his work. He takes the time to listen. He asks about the client's work history, their hobbies, and
even the places they lived as a child. Sometimes, exposure happened in unexpected ways. A
spouse who washed a worker's asbestos-laden clothes could develop mesothelioma years
later. A child who played in a construction site could face the same fate. Understanding these
nuances requires a lawyer who is willing to dig into the details and ask the right questions.

How the Legal Process Unfolds
If you are considering legal action after a mesothelioma diagnosis, the process generally
follows a few key stages. First, there is the initial consultation. This is where the attorney learns
about the exposure history and evaluates whether a lawsuit is viable. In Pennsylvania, the
statute of limitations for mesothelioma claims is typically two years from the date of
diagnosis, so time is of the essence.

After the consultation, the next step is investigation. The attorney will gather employment
records, interview coworkers if possible, and identify the companies that manufactured or
supplied the asbestos-containing products. This phase can be time-consuming, but it is where
a lawyer's experience really shines. Knowing which companies are still solvent, which ones
have trust funds set up through bankruptcy, and which ones are no longer in existence can
shape the entire strategy of the case.

Once the investigation is complete, the attorney files a complaint in the appropriate court. Then
comes the discovery phase, where both sides exchange information and take depositions. A
skilled attorney will use this stage to build pressure on the defendants and gather evidence
that can be used at trial. Most mesothelioma cases settle before trial, but a lawyer must be
prepared to go to court if a fair settlement is not offered.

What Sets Michael Schafle, Esq. Apart
There are many lawyers who handle mesothelioma cases, but not all of them have the same
level of dedication to the people of northeastern Pennsylvania. Michael Schafle, Esq. is based
in Wilkes-Barre, which means he is accessible to clients in the region. He is not a distant



attorney who requires clients to travel to a big city for every meeting. He understands the
community because he is part of it.

Another distinguishing factor is his commitment to staying involved in the case from start to
finish. In some large firms, a client may meet with a senior partner at the beginning and then be
handed off to a junior associate or a paralegal. That is not how Schafle runs his practice. He
believes in being the primary point of contact, which gives clients peace of mind. They know
who is handling their case and can reach him directly when questions arise.

Beyond the personal touch, there is the matter of results. Mesothelioma cases can result in
significant compensation, but the amount depends on many factors, including the strength of
the evidence, the severity of the illness, and the skill of the attorney. A lawyer who has tried
these cases before knows how to present evidence in a way that maximizes the value of the
claim. Schafle has that trial experience, and it shows in the outcomes he has achieved for his
clients.

Practical Advice for Families
If you are reading this because a loved one has been diagnosed, the first thing to know is that
you are not alone. There are resources available, and finding the right legal help is a crucial
step. Start by looking for an attorney who specializes in mesothelioma and has a track record
in Pennsylvania. Ask questions about their experience, their familiarity with local courts, and
how they communicate with clients.

A good attorney will not pressure you into signing anything right away. They will explain the
process, answer your questions, and give you a realistic assessment of your case. They will
also discuss fees, which in mesothelioma cases are typically handled on a contingency basis.
That means the lawyer only gets paid if you win or settle the case. This arrangement makes
legal representation accessible to families who are already facing significant medical
expenses.

It is also worth considering the emotional toll of a lawsuit. Litigation can be stressful,
especially when you are dealing with a serious illness. A compassionate attorney will respect
your boundaries and work at a pace that feels manageable for your family. That is the kind of
approach I have seen from Michael Schafle, Esq., and it is one of the reasons he has earned a
strong reputation in the region.

Final Thoughts
Mesothelioma is a devastating disease, but the legal system exists to hold responsible parties
accountable. The compensation from a successful lawsuit cannot undo the harm, but it can
provide financial security for the affected person and their family. It can cover medical bills,



lost income, and the cost of care. It can also send a message that negligence has
consequences.

If you live in northeastern Pennsylvania and are looking for a lawyer who understands both the
law and the community, Michael Schafle, Esq. is a name worth knowing. His focus on
mesothelioma cases, his local presence, and his dedication to his clients make him a trusted
advocate in a difficult time. Taking that first step and picking up the phone can make all the
difference.


