
Understanding the Armstrong Asbestos Trust and
Your Options for Compensation

What the Armstrong Asbestos Trust Means for Mesothelioma Victims
For decades, Armstrong World Industries manufactured and sold products that contained
asbestos. The company faced thousands of lawsuits from people who developed
mesothelioma and other asbestos-related diseases after being exposed to Armstrong
products. In response, the company established a trust to handle present and future claims.
This trust, commonly called the Armstrong Asbestos Trust, exists to compensate people who
can prove their illness came from exposure to Armstrong products. If you or someone in your
family worked with Armstrong flooring, ceiling tiles, insulation, or any other product the
company made before the 1980s, understanding this trust matters.

The Armstrong Asbestos Trust is not a government program. It is a privately funded trust set
up as part of a bankruptcy or settlement process. The trust operates under specific rules about
who can file, what kind of proof is needed, and how claims are evaluated. For Pennsylvania
families, where many industrial and commercial buildings used Armstrong products, this trust
can be the main path to getting money for medical bills, lost income, and pain and suffering.
But the process has traps, and knowing them ahead of time can make a big difference in the
outcome of your claim.

How the Trust Works
Trusts like the Armstrong Asbestos Trust are designed to process claims efficiently while
preserving funds for future claimants. The trust has a set amount of money, and it pays claims
according to a schedule. That schedule assigns a dollar value to different types of illness,
different levels of exposure, and different degrees of disability. Mesothelioma, being the most
serious asbestos disease, typically receives the highest payment. But the trust does not pay
every claim at full value. It may use a points system or a matrix that discounts payments based
on how much money remains in the trust and how many claims are pending.

To file a claim, you need to show that you or your loved one had exposure to an Armstrong
product that caused the illness. This sounds simple, but it often requires old employment
records, witness statements, and product identification. Many people worked in buildings
where multiple brands of asbestos products were used, so proving Armstrong specifically was
the source can be challenging. The trust will ask for detailed evidence, and if you cannot
provide it, your claim may be denied or paid at a lower rate.

Eligibility Requirements
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The first thing to check is whether the person who got sick actually had exposure to an
Armstrong asbestos product. Armstrong made many products that contained asbestos,
including floor tiles, ceiling tiles, insulation, and roofing materials. But not every Armstrong
product contained asbestos, and not every job site used Armstrong products. The trust usually
requires that the exposure happened in a specific time frame, often before the late 1970s or
early 1980s, when asbestos use was at its peak. If the exposure happened after that, the trust
may still consider the claim, but the burden of proof becomes higher.

Second, the medical diagnosis must be confirmed by a doctor. For mesothelioma, that usually
means a biopsy and a pathology report. For other asbestos diseases like lung cancer or
asbestosis, the medical records must show a clear link to asbestos exposure. The trust may
require you to submit medical records, employment history, and a detailed statement
describing how the exposure occurred. If the person with the illness has passed away, the
estate or surviving family members can file a wrongful death claim, but the rules about who
can file and what documents are needed vary state to state.

What Pennsylvania Families Should Know
Pennsylvania has a long history of heavy industry, manufacturing, and construction. Many
workers in the state spent years in factories, shipyards, power plants, and schools where
Armstrong products were installed. If you worked in a Pennsylvania building built or renovated
before the 1980s, there is a good chance you were exposed to Armstrong asbestos products at
some point. The state also has a statute of limitations for filing asbestos claims, usually two
years from when you knew or should have known your illness was caused by asbestos. That
clock starts ticking the day you get a diagnosis, not the day you first worked with the product.

Another important point is that Pennsylvania courts have handled thousands of asbestos
cases, so judges and lawyers in the state are familiar with the Armstrong Asbestos Trust. This
can work in your favor. Experienced attorneys know what evidence the trust looks for, how to
document exposure, and how to negotiate if the trust offers less than you deserve. But you still
need to act quickly. The trust may have deadlines for filing claims, and if you miss them, your
chance to recover anything could be gone forever.

Steps to Filing a Claim

Filing a claim with the Armstrong Asbestos Trust is not something you should try to do alone.
The process involves legal documents, medical records, and sometimes expert testimony. A
lawyer who specializes in asbestos litigation can help you gather the right evidence and
present your case in the strongest possible way. Here is a general outline of what the process
looks like:



Get a confirmed medical diagnosis of mesothelioma or another asbestos-related
disease from a qualified doctor.

Identify the Armstrong products you were exposed to and the dates and locations of
that exposure.

Collect employment records, pay stubs, union records, or affidavits from coworkers
that confirm you worked with or near those products.

File a claim with the trust, including all required forms and supporting documents.

Wait for the trust to review your claim and make an offer. If you accept the offer, you
sign a release and the trust pays you. If you reject it, you may have other legal options,
but those options are limited.

Each step has its own pitfalls. For example, the trust may ask you to sign a release that waives
your right to sue other companies that also exposed you to asbestos. You need to understand
what you are giving up before you sign anything. A good lawyer will explain the trade-offs and
help you decide whether the trust's offer is fair given your overall situation.

Common Mistakes People Make
One of the biggest mistakes people make is waiting too long to file. The Armstrong Asbestos
Trust has its own internal deadlines, and they can be shorter than the statute of limitations in
your state. If you wait even a few months after diagnosis, you may lose your right to file
altogether. Another mistake is not keeping detailed records. If you cannot remember which
products you worked with or when, the trust may deny your claim for lack of evidence. That is
why it helps to talk to coworkers, look at old photos, and check building records as soon as
possible.

Another common error is filing without a lawyer who understands the trust's rules. The trust's
payment schedule is complicated, and the trust may try to put your claim in a lower category to
pay you less. An attorney who has dealt with the trust before will know how to argue for the
highest possible classification and how to submit the strongest evidence. Without that help,
you could end up with a fraction of what your claim is worth.

Final Thoughts
The Armstrong Asbestos Trust exists for a reason: to provide compensation to people harmed
by Armstrong's products. But getting paid requires more than just having a diagnosis. It
requires proof, timing, and knowledge of the system. For Pennsylvania families, the best path
forward is to consult with a lawyer who handles asbestos claims and who knows the ins and
outs of the Armstrong Asbestos Trust. Do not wait. The clock is already ticking, and every day
you delay could reduce the amount you receive or eliminate your chance to file altogether.



If you have been diagnosed with mesothelioma or another asbestos disease, and you believe
Armstrong products were part of your exposure, start gathering your records today. Talk to
your doctor, talk to your family, and talk to a lawyer. The trust is not going to come looking for
you. You have to take the first step. And the sooner you do, the better your chances of getting
the compensation you deserve.


