A poker equity chart estimates how often a hand will win or tie against another hand or a range of hands, given a
particular board and the cards still to come. It is a study tool—not a magic answer key. Use it to check your

assumptions, compare possible decisions, and see where your equity comes from.

If you're learning Texas Hold'em, an equity chart poker resource can help connect hand rankings, outs, and odds.
The useful habit is to study a specific situation: write down the hands you think your opponent can hold, estimate

your equity, then check the chart or calculator and ask what you got right or wrong.

What a Poker Equity Chart Shows

Equity is your share of the pot based on the chance you win or tie at showdown. If you have 60% equity in a
heads-up pot, you can expect to win about 60% of the pot's value over many repetitions, before considering

future betting. A tie counts as a partial share: if you tie half the time and lose half the time, your equity is 25%.

An equity chart may show preflop matchups, such as one starting hand against another, or postflop situations
involving a board and a range. Some charts use colors or percentages to summarize results; calculators can also

show exact hand-versus-hand or range-versus-range estimates.

Keep this distinction clear: a hand-ranking chart tells you which completed poker hand beats another. An equity
chart estimates how often your current hand will win by the river. A flush draw is not a flush, and a straight draw

is not a straight. They are chances to improve, not made hands.

Hand Rankings: The Foundation for Equity Study

Before interpreting equity, make sure you know the standard Texas Hold’em hand rankings. From strongest to

weakest, they are:

1. Royal flush
. Straight flush
. Four of a kind
. Full house

. Flush

2
3
4
5
6. Straight
7. Three of a kind
8. Two pair
9. One pair
10.

High card

In Hold'em, you make the best five-card hand from your two private cards and the five community cards. Suits
have no ranking over one another. If two players make the same hand type, compare the relevant card values;
kickers matter when they break a tie. For example, if both players have a pair of aces, the next-highest side card

may decide the winner.



Odds tables also need context. For example, the odds of being dealt four of a kind in a standard five-card poker
hand are 0.0240% (1 in 4,164)—often stated as about 1 in 4,165 because of rounding. That is a five-card hand
statistic, not the probability of making quads in Texas Hold'em. Hold'em uses seven available cards to form the

best five, so its probabilities are different.

Equity Is Not the Same as Pot Odds

Equity describes your share of the pot if the hand were run to showdown without further betting. Pot odds

compare the price of a call with the pot you could win. Both are useful, but they answer different questions.

Suppose the pot is $100 and your opponent bets xn--pokerhnds-bcb.com $50. You must call $50 to contest a
final pot of $200, so your break-even equity is 25%: $50 divided by $200. If your estimated equity is higher than
25%, a call may be profitable in a simplified calculation. In a real hand, future bets, position, rake, and the

possibility that your outs are not clean can change the decision.

A chart gives you an estimate of your chance to win. It does not automatically tell you whether calling, raising, or
folding is best. To decide, combine the equity estimate with the price, likely future action, and your opponent'’s

range.

How to Use an Equity Chart Mid-Study

"Mid-study” means using a chart while reviewing or practicing a hand—not stopping live play to look up a

number. The aim is to build judgment until you can estimate common situations at the table without a tool.

1. Write down the action and board. Record your position, the pot size, the bets, and the flop, turn, or river.

The same two cards can have very different equity on different boards.
2. Assign a range, not a single convenient hand. List the hands your opponent could reasonably play this
way. A range might include top pair, a flush draw, sets, and some bluffs—not just the one hand you hope they

have.

3. Estimate your outs. An out is a remaining card that may improve you to the winner. Check whether it is

genuinely clean: a card that makes your hand could also complete an opponent’s flush or straight.
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4. Check the chart or calculator. Compare your estimate against your hand’s equity versus the range. If the

result surprises you, find out why. Did you miss a redraw, count a dirty out, or overlook a kicker problem?

5. Connect equity to the decision. Compare your estimate with the price of continuing, then consider position

and likely future bets. Don't treat a percentage as an instruction to call.

6. Record one takeaway. Write a short note such as, "My nine flush outs are not all clean when the board

pairs.” A concise lesson is easier to reuse than a page of unexplained numbers.

Quick sanity check: if villain has a higher pair and you have a lower pair, your pair alone does not mean you are
ahead. The kicker and the board matter. If villain has top pair with a weak kicker and you have the same pair with
a better kicker, you may already be ahead—but an equity chart still needs the full board and the remaining cards

to estimate your chances.

Draw Odds by Flop, Turn, and River

Draw odds help you estimate how often a draw improves. The examples below assume a standard 52-card deck,
no known dead cards beyond the visible hands and board, and that every listed out wins. Real equity can be lower
when some outs are dirty or your opponent can redraw.

——

Situation Cards to come Chance to hit at least one out Nine-out flush draw on the flop Turn and river About
34.97% Nine-out flush draw on the flop Turn only 9/47, about 19.15% Nine-out draw on the turn River only 9/46,
about 19.57% Eight-out open-ended straight draw on the flop Turn and river About 31.45%

For a nine-out draw with two cards to come, the exact calculation is the chance of missing on both cards
subtracted from 100%: 1 - (38/47 x 37/46), or about 34.97%. The familiar “rule of four” gives a quick
approximation—nine outs times four is about 36%—but the exact figure is closer to 35%.

Do not count a straight draw as a flush draw, or treat either as a made hand. An open-ended straight draw usually
has eight outs; a flush draw usually has nine. A gutshot straight draw usually has four. The board, your hole cards,

and your opponent’s possible holdings can change how many outs are actually available.

Printable Cheat Sheets and Charts: What to Keep Nearby



Printable cheat sheets are useful for quick references, particularly when you're learning hand rankings, common
draw sizes, or basic odds. A clear one-page sheet can remind you that a flush beats a straight, that a kicker can

decide a pair-versus-pair showdown, and that a nine-out draw hits on the next card about 19% of the time.

Poker training charts can serve a different purpose. Preflop charts suggest which hands to open, call, or fold
from different positions under specified assumptions. Equity charts estimate a matchup or range on a particular
board. Don't use one as a substitute for the other: a hand being listed as a preflop open does not mean it has a

particular amount of equity on every flop.

® Use a ranking sheet to check which five-card hand wins.
* Use a draw-odds reference to estimate your chance of improving.
® Use an equity chart or calculator to compare your hand with an opponent’s range.

* Use preflop training charts for the positions and game format they were designed for.

Check the assumptions on any chart before relying on it. Some charts assume heads-up play, specific stack sizes,
or a particular betting structure. A chart built for one situation may not apply to a multiway pot or a different

game format.

A Short Example for Hand Equity Study

You hold two hearts on a flop with two hearts, giving you a flush draw. Your opponent bets, and you are
considering a call. Start by counting your likely outs: there are usually nine hearts left, but verify that none are
already visible or blocked. Next, consider whether a heart might give your opponent a full house or a higher flush;

if so, that card may not be a clean out.

With nine clean outs and two cards to come, you'll complete the flush by the river about 34.97% of the time. If
you have only one card to come, the chance is 9/46, or about 19.57%. Then compare that estimate with the pot
odds and your opponent’s range. If the board can pair, account for your opponent’s redraws. If you are drawing to

a flush but already have a pair, your total equity may also include ways to improve to two pair or trips.

That is the point of hand equity study: not memorizing a single percentage, but learning which inputs change it. If
villain has a set and you have a flush draw, you may still have meaningful equity—but a paired board can make
some flush cards dangerous. If villain has a weaker one-pair hand and you have the draw plus a better pair, your

equity can be substantially different.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

* Using a chart without a range. Equity versus one exact hand can differ greatly from equity versus a realistic

range.

e Counting every improvement as a winner. A card that improves your hand may improve your opponent

more.

* Confusing equity with probability of hitting your draw. You can win at showdown without completing the

draw, and you can complete it and still lose.
¢ Ignoring kickers. When players share a pair, compare the side cards that make up the best five-card hand.
* Treating suits as ranked. No suit is stronger than another in Texas Hold'em.

e Applying an exact number to a different setup. Number of players, known cards, and cards to come all

affect the result.



Make the Chart a Study Partner

A good equity chart does not make decisions for you. It gives you a way to test your reasoning. Start with the
hand ranking, identify your outs, estimate the draw odds, and then check your equity against a plausible range.

Use printable cheat sheets for quick reminders and poker training charts for the situations they actually cover.

After a few reviews, you'll recognize common patterns: a nine-out flush draw is roughly a one-in-five shot on the
next card and about a one-in-three shot by the river; an eight-out straight draw is a little over 31% to hit by the
river. Keep the kicker in view, distinguish draws from made hands, and use the chart to explain the hand—not just

to find a number.



