
Why Every Anime Fan Needs a Reliable Anime
Tracking Site
When I first started watching anime seriously, I kept a notebook. I wrote down every series I
finished, every episode number, and a quick rating. That notebook lasted about three months
before it became a mess of crossed-out titles and forgotten dates. I missed episodes, lost
track of which season of a show I had watched, and completely forgot about several movies I
had planned to see. That is when I discovered what a good anime tracking site can do for a
fan. It changed how I engage with the medium entirely.

An anime tracking site is more than a digital list. It is a personal database that remembers your
history, recommends new shows based on what you liked, and connects you with a community
that shares your tastes. Over the years I have used several platforms, and I have learned what
makes one work well and what makes another fall short. MyAnimeList, often called MAL, is the
most established and feature-rich option. It has its quirks, but for someone who watches a lot
of anime, it is hard to beat.

What Makes an Anime Tracking Site Essential
Keeping track of what you have watched is the obvious starting point. But the value goes much
deeper. A proper tracking site lets you log episodes as you finish them, so you never have to
guess where you left off. It also keeps a score for each show, which helps you remember what
you actually thought of a series months or years later. I cannot count how many times I have
looked at a show in my list and thought, "Oh right, that one started great but fell apart in the
second cour." Without the score and my notes, I would have forgotten.

Beyond personal logging, these sites offer social features. You can see what your friends are
watching, compare ratings, and discover shows you might have overlooked. The
recommendation algorithms on a good anime tracking site are surprisingly accurate once you
have rated enough entries. They look at patterns across thousands of users to suggest titles
that fit your specific taste. That is how I found shows like Ping Pong the Animation and The
Tatami Galaxy, neither of which I would have picked up based on covers or summaries alone.

MyAnimeList as the Standard
MyAnimeList is the biggest anime tracking site by a wide margin. It has been around since the
mid-2000s, and its database covers nearly every anime and manga ever released. The
community is active, with forums, clubs, and user-created lists. The profile page acts like a
public record of your viewing history. You can customize it to show your favorite characters,
your top rated shows, and your current progress on several series at once.

https://myanimelist.net/profile/patricakoh


The site is not without flaws. The design has aged, and navigating certain sections can feel
clunky. The mobile experience is better on the app than the website, but both work fine for
quick updates. What matters is the depth of data. For each anime entry, you get a synopsis,
genre tags, episode count, broadcast information, and links to related media. The user scores
are aggregated into an overall rating, which is useful for gauging general opinion, though I
always take it with a grain of salt. Popular shows tend to get inflated scores, while niche
masterpieces often sit lower than they deserve.

One feature I rely on heavily is the seasonal chart. Every three months, MAL publishes a list of
upcoming anime with premiere dates, studios, and trailers. I use it to plan what I will watch
next. Combined with the tracking features, I can set a show as "plan to watch" and later move it
through "watching" to "completed" as I go. It sounds simple, but the discipline of updating your
list after each episode builds a satisfying log over time.

The Case for Smaller Alternatives
MyAnimeList is not the only option. AniList, Kitsu, and AniDB each offer their own spin on the
concept. AniList has a cleaner interface and better search filters. Kitsu integrates with the
streaming service Crunchyroll for automatic tracking, which is convenient if you watch most of
your anime there. AniDB has a more detailed database with user-submitted episode
summaries and image galleries. But none of them have the sheer volume of user activity that
MAL does. When I want to read discussion threads about a specific episode or see how a
show is trending, I end up back on MyAnimeList.

The choice of tracking site often comes down to personal preference. Some people value
aesthetics, others want the most accurate data. I have tried all the major ones and keep
coming back to MAL because of the community size and the historical data. My profile has
over eight years of entries. That kind of long-term log is valuable. It shows how my taste has
evolved, which genres I return to, and how many hours I have spent watching. That is the real
power of a dedicated anime tracking site. It turns a casual hobby into a documented journey.

How to Get the Most Out of Your Experience
If you are new to using an anime tracking site, start small. Do not try to add every show you
have ever watched all at once. That leads to burnout and incomplete lists. Instead, add your
current watchlist and a handful of all-time favorites. As you finish new episodes or remember
old shows, add them one by one. The process becomes easier over time, and filling in gaps can
be a fun trip down memory lane.

Use the scoring system honestly. It is tempting to give everything an 8 or 9, but that flattens
your list and makes recommendations less accurate. I aim to use the full 1-10 scale. A 5



means average, which is fine. A 7 means good. A 9 means excellent. A 10 means it changed
how I think about anime. That kind of granularity helps the recommendation algorithm work
better and gives you a clearer picture of your own tastes.

Engage with the community sections. Leave a short review or a comment on an episode
discussion thread. You do not need to write essays. Even a few sentences about what you liked
or disliked can lead to interesting conversations. Over time, you will find users whose taste
aligns with yours, and you can follow their lists to discover hidden gems.

Tracking Beyond Anime
Many tracking sites also cover manga, which is a natural extension. If you read manga, logging
your chapters works the same way as episodes. The same benefits apply. You never lose your
place, you can track multiple series at once, and you can see reading statistics. Some people
use these sites exclusively for manga and never log anime. Either way, the habit of tracking
creates a sense of progress and accomplishment that makes the hobby feel more structured.

I have also started using the site to track rewatches. When I revisit an old favorite, I set it to
"watching" again and update the rewatch count. That way I can see how many times I have
watched a series and whether my opinion changed. It adds a layer of depth to the experience.
A show I loved at 16 might feel different at 26, and the tracking site captures that shift.

Final Thoughts
Finding the right anime tracking site comes down to what you value most. If you want a
massive community and the largest database, MyAnimeList is the clear choice. If you prefer a
modern interface, AniList might suit you better. Whatever you pick, commit to using it
consistently for a few months. The real value appears over time, as your list grows and the
data starts to tell a story about your viewing habits.

I still keep a notebook sometimes, but only for quick notes during a show. The heavy lifting is
done by the tracking site. It remembers what I forget, shows me what I might like, and
connects me with other fans. For anyone serious about anime, that kind of tool is not a luxury.
It is a necessity.


