NFPA 10 Requirements: How to Conduct Monthly Visual Inspections

Keeping your workplace protected from incipient-stage fires starts with consistent, compliant fire extinguisher
maintenance. NFPA 10 requirements outline exactly how to perform monthly visual inspections to ensure your
extinguishers are present, accessible, and ready for use. Whether you manage a small office or a large facility, a
disciplined monthly routine complements annual service, extinguisher hydrotesting, and portable extinguisher

testing to keep your life-safety program compliant and effective.

Why Monthly Visual Inspections Matter A monthly inspection is not the same as a full maintenance service or
internal examination. It is a quick, documented check that verifies each unit’s condition and readiness. Problems
like a missing tamper seal, low pressure, blocked access, or corrosion can render a device useless in an
emergency. By catching these issues early, you reduce risk, avoid citations, and ensure your staff can respond

effectively with the proper ABC fire extinguishers or CO, extinguishers when seconds count.

Who Should Perform the Inspection? NFPA 10 allows a trained building representative to conduct monthly
inspections. You don't need to be a licensed technician for this step, but you should be familiar with your
inventory, basic extinguisher types, and your facility’s procedures. Partnering with a commercial extinguisher
service can help you establish a standardized process, train internal staff, and set a recurring schedule that aligns

with broader fire equipment certification requirements.

Step-by-Step: Monthly Visual Inspection Checklist Use this NFPA 10-aligned checklist for each extinguisher.

Document findings and corrective actions.
1) Confirm proper placement and visibility

® Extinguisher is in its designated location, mounted correctly, and clearly visible.
* The identification signage is present and easy to see.

* No equipment, furniture, or inventory is blocking access. There should be a clear path with the handle about

3.5-5 feet above the floor for portable units per good practice.
2) Verify type and suitability

® Check that the extinguisher type matches the hazard in the area:

* ABC fire extinguishers for ordinary combustibles, flammable liquids, and energized electrical equipment in

mixed-use areas.

® (O, extinguishers for sensitive equipment rooms or where clean agent suppression is preferred for Class B
and C hazards.

® Ensure kitchen areas with cooking oils have the correct Class K units; while not listed above, this is a common

gap and should be handled separately.
3) Check physical condition

® Examine the cylinder, hose, and nozzle for dents, corrosion, cracking, abrasion, or leaks.
® Ensure the pull pin is in place and secured with an intact tamper seal.

® Confirm the operating instructions on the label are legible and facing outward.
4) Confirm pressure status

® For stored-pressure units (like many ABC fire extinguishers), the gauge should be in the operable (green)

range. If the needle is below or above the green, tag it “out of service” and call for service.



® (O, extinguishers typically do not have a gauge; verify they feel full by weight. If you suspect loss of charge

or damage, remove from service and schedule extinguisher recharge services or testing.
5) Check weight and fullness

e Lift the extinguisher to verify it feels appropriately full. Compare to the nameplate weight if needed.

* Any noticeable loss in weight can indicate leakage.
6) Inspect hose and nozzle

* Make sure the hose is unobstructed, free from cracks, and securely attached.

® For CO, units, verify the horn is intact and not obstructed.
7) Verify hanger, bracket, or cabinet

* The mounting hardware must be secure, undamaged, and the correct type for the extinguisher.

® |fin a cabinet, the door should open freely and the viewing window should allow quick identification.
8) Review service tags and documentation

e Confirm annual fire extinguisher tags are current and legible.

® Ensure previous inspection records are intact and up to date in your log.

* |f you operate in a regulated jurisdiction (for example, fire extinguisher inspection Jupiter FL), confirm any
local labeling or color-coding requirements are met to maintain fire equipment certification.

9) Sign and date the inspection

® |nitial and date the inspection tag or electronic record.
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* Note any deficiencies and the corrective action taken (e.g., “obstructed,” “low pressure,” “missing pin,”

“illegible label”).
Common Deficiencies You'll Find

® Missing or broken tamper seal or pin

® Obstructed access due to stacked materials

* Gauge out of range on ABC fire extinguishers
® Damaged hose, nozzle, or CO, horn

e Corrosion on cylinder or mounting hardware
* lllegible operating label

e Past-due annual service or missing annual fire extinguisher tags
What to Do If You Find a Problem

® Obstruction: Remove the obstruction immediately and educate staff on keeping areas clear.

® |ow pressure or suspected discharge: Remove the unit from service and call for extinguisher recharge

services or replacement.

* Physical damage or corrosion: Tag out of service and consult a commercial extinguisher service for

evaluation, repair, or replacement.

® Missing tags or overdue testing: Schedule maintenance, portable extinguisher testing, or extinguisher
hydrotesting as required by NFPA 10 and the manufacturer.



Beyond Monthly Checks: Maintenance and Testing Monthly inspections are part of a larger program. NFPA 10

also requires:
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* Annual maintenance by a qualified technician, documented with current annual fire extinguisher tags.

® Periodic internal examinations and extinguisher hydrotesting at intervals determined by the cylinder type and

age to ensure structural integrity.
* Portable extinguisher testing and verification of agent condition as required by the manufacturer and code.

* Recordkeeping that supports audits, insurance requirements, and fire equipment certification.
Tips to Strengthen Your Program
¢ Standardize routes and lists: Maintain an inventory map and barcode each extinguisher to streamline
monthly checks.

® Train backups: Cross-train multiple employees so inspections are not missed due to vacations or turnover.

* Integrate with safety rounds: Combine extinguisher checks with exit light tests, eyewash checks, and

housekeeping inspections.

® Partner locally: If you're in a specific market such as fire extinguisher inspection Jupiter FL, work with a
provider familiar with local AHJ expectations. They can coordinate annual service and testing, verify

compliance, and support any necessary documentation for inspections.
Documentation Best Practices
e Keep a central digital log that includes location, serial number, model, last annual maintenance date, and
hydrotest date.

® Record each monthly inspection with date, inspector name, pass/fail status, and corrective actions.

® Attach photos when noting deficiencies—this speeds up approvals for replacement or repair.
Safety Reminders for Inspectors

* Do not test-discharge an extinguisher during a monthly inspection.
® Do not break the tamper seal unless there is an emergency or you are performing authorized maintenance.

¢ |f any doubt exists about readiness, remove the unit from service and contact a qualified provider for

commercial extinguisher service.

Conclusion Monthly visual inspections are quick, low-cost, and vital. By following NFPA 10 requirements,
documenting results, and coordinating with qualified professionals for annual service, extinguisher hydrotesting,
and portable extinguisher testing, you ensure your ABC fire extinguishers and CO, extinguishers are ready when

needed. A disciplined program reduces risk, satisfies regulatory demands, and protects people and property.
Questions and Answers

Q1: How long should a monthly inspection take per extinguisher? A: Typically 1-3 minutes if your inventory is

organized and tagged. Complex areas or cabinet-mounted units may take slightly longer.

Q2: How do | know when hydrotesting is due? A: Check the cylinder nameplate and service tag. Intervals depend
on the extinguisher type and material; your commercial Learn more extinguisher service can confirm schedules

and update records.
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Q3: What if the gauge is in the red but the extinguisher looks fine? A: Treat it as out of service immediately.

Arrange extinguisher recharge services or replacement. Do not rely on a low-pressure unit in an emergency.

Q4: Are CO, extinguishers inspected differently? A: The steps are similar, but most CO, extinguishers lack

pressure gauges. Verify condition, hardware, seals, labeling, and fullness by weight. Any concern warrants service
and possible portable extinguisher testing.

Q5: Do monthly inspections replace annual service? A: No. Monthly inspections complement annual maintenance
and testing. You still need a qualified technician to perform annual service, update annual fire extinguisher tags,
and maintain fire equipment certification.



