
If you’ve looked up ChatGPT Plus annual estimate or tried to do the ChatGPT Plus 12 months math, you
might have seen a lot of people mention $240 per year. That’s the simple multiplication of the $20/month list
price for the US web version of ChatGPT Plus by 12 months — but OpenAI Plus no prepay means you cannot
actually pay that way.

This disconnect between quoted annual figures and actual subscription flow can cause confusion for first-time
subscribers and renewers alike. In this post, I’ll explain why that $240 figure is a handy reference but not a real
payment option, dig into the VAT/GST and platform pricing differences, and walk through the tricky trial and
subscription checkout flows across web, iOS, and Android users.

ChatGPT Plus Pricing in Real Life: The $20/month Starting Point
First, let's establish the the baseline: OpenAI’s official ChatGPT Plus US web list price stands at $20 per month. This
pricing is published on the ChatGPT interface and OpenAI’s website, while ChatGPT Free remains accessible with
limited speed and capability.

However, that $20 is the monthly list price for the web checkout, and it is the only officially published single-
payment subscription tier from OpenAI for Plus. There is no officially offered ChatGPT Plus yearly prepay plan
or annual subscription button on OpenAI’s web checkout.

Why is that distinction important? Because doing the ChatGPT Plus 12 months math — multiplying $20 by 12
and arriving at $240 — is an estimate based on assumptions rather than real checkout options.

OpenAI Plus No Prepay: Why There’s No Annual Plan Option
Unlike many SaaS subscription services that offer monthly and annual prepay options (sometimes with a discount
for an upfront year), OpenAI’s Plus plan remains a rolling monthly subscription with no official annual payment
option. This has implications:

Monthly cash flow and churn control. OpenAI charges monthly, giving users flexibility and controlling risk,
but for users, no discount or ease of paying once a year

Limited grandfathering. If pricing changes, you pay the new monthly rate month-to-month without a lock-
in.

No official bulk or annual price. Third-party sites or customers might calculate $240 for 12 months but
cannot prepay or lock in.

This is why the phrase openai plus no prepay is so important — it clarifies that the $240/year figure is a derived
or informal annualized cost rather than a preset subscription product.

Comparing Pricing: Web vs iOS vs Android
If you’re on the iOS or Android platform, the price you see for ChatGPT Plus may vary from the $20 listed on the
OpenAI web checkout. Apple and Google require in-app purchases with their own commissions (typically 30%),
which often drives platform prices higher or with different tax handling.

Platform List Price (US) Tax / VAT Included? Notes OpenAI Web Checkout $20/month Added at checkout (varies by
region) Direct billing; VAT/GST shown late in checkout iOS App Store Typically higher (~$24/month)* VAT/GST



included in price Platform commission included; tax-inclusive pricing Google Play Store (Android) Variable (~$23 to
$25/month)* VAT/GST included UTF with platform commissions and tax

*These figure estimates fluctuate by country and periodic policy changes.

The important callout: if you compare prices on two or three devices or platforms before subscribing, you will see
obvious list price differences — and none of these platforms offer a yearly ChatGPT Plus subscription. So
remember my advice: always open checkout simultaneously on at least two devices before making a purchase
decision.

List Price vs Real Price After VAT and GST
OpenAI’s pricing communication has improved over time but still follows a pattern many SaaS providers use: list
price is displayed early; regional VAT/GST is added at or near the final checkout step on web.

For example, the $20 US list price doesn’t include sales tax or VAT because US states vary widely in tax rates. So if
you live in a state with sales tax, the final charged amount will be higher than $20.

Meanwhile, on iOS and Android app stores, prices shown suprmind to the user typically include the applicable
VAT/GST because the platform collects and remits the tax. This causes an “apples to apples” comparison to get
tricky without checking exact final charges after tax.

Auto-Renew Gotcha: Remember That Taxes Apply Every Month

One classic auto-renew gotcha is forgetting taxes apply to every renewal under a monthly subscription. That
means the nominal $20/month base price grows slightly each month after tax, and with no lock-in or annual
prepay, this compounds.

Trial Reality: Six Routes, All Offer-Based
If you’re new to ChatGPT Plus and pick “Start free trial,” don’t expect a universal 7-day or 14-day free trial button
with the same conditions for everyone. ChatGPT trials vary significantly in type and timing based on region, device
platform, account age, and other factors.

https://suprmind.ai/hub/chatgpt/pricing/chatgpt-plus-price/


These six typical trial routes illustrate the complexity of subscribing to ChatGPT Plus:

1. Web Trial Offers: OpenAI may offer a 3-day or 7-day free trial directly on the web.

2. iOS Trial Promotions: Apple may run its own promotional trial windows via the app store bundled with
Apple verification policies.

3. Android Trial Offers: Google Play sometimes tests different free trials or introductory prices.

4. Reset and Retention Offers: Returning users or users who cancel may be offered shorter or customized
trials.

5. Region-Specific Trials: OpenAI experiments with different trial terms in select countries.

6. No Trial (Instant Join): In some cases, no trial is given and subscription starts immediately with payment.

Because all these offers are “offer-based” and change dynamically, it’s vital to watch your checkout carefully and
set a calendar reminder 24 hours before your trial ends to decide if you want to keep Plus. This is a classic
auto-renew gotcha avoidance tactic: never pay if you haven't double-checked your subscription and the full
renewal terms.

Summary and Best Practices
ChatGPT Plus annual charges don’t exist as a one-time prepay product. The $240 figure is a math
estimate, not an actual yearly price.

Prices vary significantly by platform due to taxes and app store commissions. Watch web vs iOS vs
Android carefully.

VAT/GST and sales tax can add to your monthly charge, and renewals include taxes every month.

Trial offers are diverse and dynamic. Always check trial length and set a calendar reminder before a trial
ends.

Open checkout on two devices before subscribing. This helps catch pricing differences and catch that
auto-renew gotcha.

In the world of subscription SaaS like ChatGPT Plus, numbers that look simple on pricing pages often conceal
details in checkout flows, tax treatments, and platform policies. Understanding that the commonly quoted $240



annual cost is not the same as an actual product you can buy helps align expectations and avoid surprises with
OpenAI’s subscription.

If you’re about to subscribe or renew ChatGPT Plus, take my advice seriously: open checkout simultaneously on
web and app stores, check your final local tax-inclusive price, understand you’re paying monthly, and mark your
calendar before your trial ends.

Disclosure: I have audited hundreds of consumer SaaS subscription flows, including VAT and app store tax
compliance. I’m always watching out for auto-renew gotchas and subscription funnel surprises.


