
Michael Schafle, Esq.: A Trusted Advocate for
Mesothelioma Patients in Allentown, PA
When a loved one receives a mesothelioma diagnosis, the path forward can feel uncertain.
Families often face heavy medical bills, lost income, and the emotional weight of a serious
illness. In those moments, having a legal advocate who truly understands the complexities of
asbestos-related disease can make all the difference. Michael Schafle, Esq., is one of those
advocates. Based in Allentown, Pennsylvania, he has spent years helping families navigate the
legal system and seek compensation from the companies responsible for their exposure.

Mesothelioma is a rare but aggressive cancer caused almost exclusively by asbestos
exposure. Many victims encounter it decades after inhaling microscopic fibers on the job, often
in industries like construction, shipbuilding, steel mills, or automotive repair. The latency period
can stretch 20 to 50 years, meaning a diagnosis often arrives long after a person has retired or
moved on to other work. By then, tracking down where and when the exposure occurred can be
a daunting task. This is where experienced legal counsel becomes essential.

Why Local Representation Matters
Asbestos litigation is a specialized area of law. It involves detailed medical evidence, complex
regulations, and sometimes multiple defendants from different states. A lawyer who handles
these cases regularly knows how to build a strong claim. But local knowledge matters just as
much. The courts in Pennsylvania have their own rules, procedures, and timelines. A lawyer
who practices in the Allentown area and appears in those courts frequently will handle those
details more smoothly than someone who only visits once or twice a year.

Michael Schafle, Esq., brings that local perspective. He understands the industrial history of
the Lehigh Valley and knows which local industries historically used asbestos. He has seen
how exposure patterns differ between a Bethlehem steelworker and a Philadelphia shipyard
worker. That kind of regional insight helps him identify potential sources of exposure that a
general practitioner might miss. It also allows him to connect clients with local medical
specialists who have experience diagnosing and treating asbestos-related diseases.

The Value of Personal Attention
One concern many families raise is whether their case will be handled by a large national firm
that treats them like a number. Smaller, localized practices often provide a different experience.
Michael Schafle, Esq., works directly with clients rather than passing them off to paralegals or
junior associates. This means he can answer questions quickly, explain legal options in plain
language, and adjust strategy as a case develops.

https://mesotheliomalawyerallentownpa.com/


In mesothelioma cases, timelines can vary widely. Some clients need to file claims quickly
because of state statutes of limitations, while others have more time to gather evidence. A
lawyer who is personally involved can make those judgment calls faster and with more
confidence. He can also coordinate with family members who may be helping with medical
appointments or research. That level of personal attention reduces stress and helps clients
feel supported during a difficult time.

How Compensation Claims Work
Most mesothelioma claims fall into two categories: personal injury lawsuits and wrongful
death claims. In a personal injury case, the patient files a claim while still alive, seeking
compensation for medical expenses, lost wages, pain and suffering, and other damages. If the
patient passes away before the case resolves, the family can usually continue the claim as a
wrongful death action. Both types of claims require proving that the defendant company knew
about the dangers of asbestos and failed to warn workers or provide protective equipment.

Evidence in these cases often includes employment records, witness testimony, product
identification documents, and medical reports. Michael Schafle, Esq., has experience gathering
this evidence and working with experts who can link specific products to a client's exposure
history. Because many asbestos manufacturers have gone bankrupt or created trust funds to
handle claims, the process can involve filing against multiple entities. A skilled attorney knows
which trust funds are still open and how to submit claims to them correctly.

Who Qualifies for Compensation
Not everyone who develops mesothelioma will have a viable claim. The key factors are proof of
exposure to a specific asbestos-containing product and evidence that the exposure was
substantial enough to cause the disease. Some people worked directly with asbestos
insulation, brake linings, or cement pipe. Others were exposed secondhand, for example by
laundering a spouse's work clothes or living near a factory that released asbestos fibers into
the air.

Michael Schafle, Esq., evaluates each case individually. He looks at the strength of the
evidence, the applicable statutes of limitations, and the potential value of the claim. He also
considers the client's overall health and ability to participate in the legal process. Some clients
prefer to settle quickly to avoid lengthy litigation, while others want to go to trial to hold
companies accountable. He respects those preferences and advises clients on the likely
outcomes of each path.

What to Expect in a Consultation



Initial consultations with Michael Schafle, Esq., are typically free and confidential. The goal is to
gather basic information: the client's work history, known or suspected asbestos exposures,
the date of diagnosis, and the treating physician. He will also ask about insurance coverage
and any previous attempts to file a claim. From there, he can provide an honest assessment of
the case's strengths and weaknesses.

The consultation is also a chance for the client to ask questions. Many people want to know
how long the process takes, how much it might cost, and what kind of compensation they
could expect. Mesothelioma cases can settle in a few months or take a year or more
depending on the complexity. Attorney fees are usually contingent, meaning the client pays
nothing upfront and the lawyer gets a percentage of any settlement or verdict. This
arrangement makes legal representation accessible to families who might otherwise be unable
to afford it.

Choosing the Right Lawyer
Selecting a mesothelioma attorney is a personal decision. It involves trust, communication,
and a sense that the lawyer truly cares about the outcome. Families often interview several
lawyers before making a choice. They look for someone who listens, explains things clearly,
and has a track record of success in similar cases.

Michael Schafle, Esq., has built a practice around these values. He takes time to understand
each client's story and the specific circumstances that led to their illness. He does not rush
through meetings or treat clients as just another file. For families in Allentown and the
surrounding region, that level of commitment can be a source of real comfort.

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with mesothelioma, speaking with an experienced
attorney can help you understand your options. The legal system can be complicated, but you
do not have to face it alone. With the right guidance, you can focus on your health and your
family while your lawyer handles the fight for justice and compensation.


