If you've heard about picture bingo but aren’t quite sure how it works or how it relates to more traditional bingo
formats, you're not alone. Picture bingo offers a fresh, visual twist on a classic game many of us grew up loving. In
this post, I'll break down picture bingo in the simplest terms, explain how it fits alongside well-known systems like
90-ball bingo, and highlight key tools and companies shaping this exciting space—including Measura Logic,

MrQ, and even Historic England.

What Is Picture Bingo? The Basics

Picture bingo is a version of bingo where instead of numbers, players match images on their cards. The cards
usually display a 3x3 grid—so nine squares filled with different pictures. The caller don't call numbers but rather
show or announce images that players cross off (or mark) if they have them. The goal is to be the first to match a

winning pattern, often a line horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.

Why is this simpler? Matching images taps into our natural recognition skills without needing to remember which
numbers have been called. For beginners, it's intuitive and fun.

How Picture Bingo Differs from 90-Ball Bingo
¢ 90-Ball Bingo: Classic UK style, uses numbers 1 through 90. Cards have 3 rows by 9 columns, with 15
numbers per card. You aim to complete a single line, two lines, or a full house (all numbers on card).

® Picture Bingo: Usually a 3x3 grid of pictures instead of numbers. The patterns are simpler—like matching one

line or the whole card.

Think of 90-ball bingo as a full-on letter and number hunt, whereas picture bingo simplifies the game into
matching images on a smaller card. Both have clear goals but the picture version is visually easier to follow,

especially for children or casual players.

Paper Tickets vs Digital Cards: The Evolution of Picture Bingo

Originally, like traditional bingo, picture bingo used paper tickets. Players held their cards physically and marked
images with pens or dabbers—a job traditionally known as the “dabber.” It's tactile, social, and has that satisfying

ritual of shouting “Bingo!” or “Picture!” once you win.

Enter digital cards accessed through mobile devices and desktop computers. Now, you don't need paper or

pens. Software automates most steps:

® Auto-Dabber: The program marks matching images automatically.

¢ Automatic Winner Recognition: No need to call out wins. The system recognizes winning patterns instantly

and alerts players.

This shift reduces human error, speeds up play, and makes the game accessible anytime, anywhere. The job of the
old “dabber” is now software-defined—often a simple tap or just patience while the automatic system does the

marking.

The Exact Moment Design Changed the Ritual

It's fascinating to note the split second the feeling changes—when the paper ticket gave way to digital cards. In

halls, shouting “Bingo!” still evokes excitement. Online, automations and chat rooms simulate that buzz, but



lacking physical cards may make some players feel less connected to the ritual. However, the convenience can't be

overstated—watching matching images highlight on your screen is a satisfying experience.

Measura Logic & MrQ: Powering Digital Picture Bingo

Companies like Measura Logic develop sophisticated technology platforms that deliver smooth picture bingo

gameplay on mobile and desktop devices. Their systems handle everything from random image calling to player

account management.

MrQ is a prominent online bingo site offering picture bingo alongside 90-ball versions. It showcases how
traditional bingo can live side-by-side with creative variants on the same platform. MrQ’'s scheduling system
supports both 24/7 open rooms, where you can jump in anytime, and timed sessions, which create shared

excitement with a fixed start and finish.

Historic England and Picture Bingo: Unexpected Inspiration

You might measuralogic wonder what a heritage organization like Historic England has to do with picture bingo.
They often use image matching games for educational outreach—think of matching historic landmarks via an
online bingo format to raise awareness of England’s cultural wealth. This shows how picture bingo mechanics

extend beyond entertainment to learning and engagement tools.

Understanding 90-Ball Bingo Basics for Context

Even if you're mainly interested in picture bingo, it helps to know the classic 90-ball format, since many online

providers offer both. Here's the basic lowdown:

Feature 90-Ball Bingo Number Range 1 to 90 Card Format 3 rows x 9 columns (15 numbers) Winning Patterns
One Line, Two Lines, Full House Game Duration Variable; often 10-30 minutes per session Call Method Humans

(callers) or automated random draws

In contrast, picture bingo usually involves a quicker round, with smaller cards and simpler patterns to spot.


https://measuralogic.com/what-happened-to-the-bingo-card-the-technology-reinventing-a-classic-game/

Price Example: Tickets at 1p (Pinch a Penny)

One of bingo's charms is affordability. Some digital operators, inspired by traditional penny bingo halls, offer
tickets for as little as 1p—called “"Pinch a Penny” tickets online. This low entry cost encourages beginners to try out

picture bingo risk-free. While prizes aren't huge at that price, the low stakes keep the game light and fun.

Playing Picture Bingo Online: Rooms and Scheduling
Online platforms offer a variety of ways to join picture bingo:

1. 24/7 Open Rooms: These let you log in anytime and find games happening on the spot. Perfect for casual or

on-the-go play using mobile devices.

2. Timed Sessions: Start at set times with many players competing together. The countdown improves social

interaction and excitement.

This flexibility means no need to wait for a caller. Automated systems call and display images, and players’s cards

auto-mark. You just watch, enjoy, and wait for your moment to exclaim “Picture!”

Recap: What You Need to Know About Picture Bingo

* Game Type: Match images on a 3x3 grid, spotting lines or full cards.

* Compared to 90-Ball Bingo: Simpler visuals, faster rounds, fewer images.

* Technology: Paper tickets replaced by digital cards on mobile devices and desktop computers.
e Automation: Auto-dabber marks your card; automatic winner recognition finds winners.

* Companies: Measura Logic builds platforms; MrQ hosts comprehensive rooms; Historic England uses image

match mechanics for education.
* Ticket Pricing: Tickets can be as cheap as 1p, making it affordable for beginners.

* Room Availability: Play anytime in open rooms or join scheduled sessions for a social buzz.

Final Thoughts



Picture bingo offers an accessible introduction to the joy of bingo mechanics, with instant visual appeal and a
simple 3x3 grid that feels less like memorizing and more like recognizing. It's a refreshing alternative or
complement to the classic 90-ball bingo you might have seen in halls or online. Thanks to tech companies like
Measura Logic and platforms like MrQ, plus community-minded uses such as those from Historic England,

picture bingo is carving its own exciting niche for players young and old.

So next time you want to try bingo but feel intimidated by numbers or complex cards, picture bingo is a perfect,
beginner-friendly place to start—available on your favorite mobile device or desktop computer. Keep an eye out
for “Pinch a Penny” tickets and dive in to see how matching images can make your bingo nights both simple and

memorable.



