
When it comes to securing short-term finance for property development or refurbishment, bridging loans are
often the quickest and most flexible solution. However, with so many bridging loan providers out there—each
boasting different features, terms, and speeds—how do you effectively compare them? More importantly, how can
you shortlist bridging brokers that truly match your needs?

In this blog post, we’ll walk you through how to create and use a simple development finance broker bridging
provider comparison table to make an informed decision. Along the way, we’ll reference some key players in
the UK market including KIS Finance, Fluent Money, and The Loans Engine. We’ll also highlight useful digital
tools such as the KIS Finance bridging loans calculator and Fluent Money’s fintech platform, MyFluent, to help
fast-track your bridging loan journey. Let’s dive in.

What Matters Most When Comparing Bridging Loan Providers?
Before jumping to a table or spreadsheet, always start by asking yourself : What is the exit? This means
understanding how and when you plan to repay the loan, whether through capital recycling, refinancing, or sale.
The exit strategy has a direct impact on acceptable loan terms and fees.

Once the exit is clear, the following factors will guide your lender shortlist and ultimate choice:

Speed of Completion: How quickly can the lender fund the loan? For bridging, days rather than weeks
matter.

Lender Panel Size and Access: Does the provider offer access to multiple lenders or just their own book?
Broker panel size can widen your options.

Transparent Pricing and Fees: Are rates clearly stated with no hidden fees? Beware vague “from” rates with
no context.

Digital Tools and Support: Availability of calculators, online applications, tracking platforms—these speed
the process and reduce admin hassle.

Broker and Applicant Support: Responsive contact, clear updates, legal & valuation checklists.

Key Bridging Loan Providers to Know
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When thinking of bridging finance brokers and fintech providers with UK-wide reach, especially from the South
West perspective, several names come up regularly for their reliability and service standards. Here’s a quick
introduction:

KIS Finance

KIS Finance is known for a large lender panel and competitive bridging loan products. They have a strong focus on
transparency and user-friendly technology, including their KIS Finance bridging loans calculator which helps
estimate costs and repayment plans upfront.

Fluent Money

Fluent Money offers both direct bridging loans and access to a broker network. Their fintech platform, MyFluent, is
a digital tool that enables applicants to track their application in real-time, upload documents securely, and get
instant lender matches.

The Loans Engine

The Loans Engine specialises in bridging finance for complex or quicker deals. They have an extensive lender panel
and commendable turnaround times. However, transparency on fees can be hit or miss depending on broker
intermediaries, so it pays to ask for detailed schedules.

Creating Your Bridging Provider Comparison Table
A simple table can help you visualise and compare key features side by side. Below is an example format that you
can adapt and add detail to based on your specific deal needs.

Provider Speed of Completion Lender Panel Size Transparent Pricing & Fees Digital Tools Available Best For KIS
Finance Typically 5-10 working days Broad access to 30+ lenders via panel Clear rates with KIS Finance bridging
loans calculator Bridging loans calculator, online application portal Service transparency and wide lender options
Fluent Money Funding in as little as 3-7 days Access to multiple lenders and direct loans Rates and fees disclosed
upfront; no hidden charges MyFluent platform for live application tracking, document upload Fast funding and
digital-first experience The Loans Engine Often 7-14 days; quicker for urgent cases Extensive lender panel with
flexible criteria Generally clear although depends on intermediary Basic online portal; broker-driven process
Complex deals, quick turnaround scenarios

How to Use This Table Effectively
Once you’ve built or filled in your bridging provider comparison table, here’s how to approach it:

1. Match Speed to Deal Timeline: If your project needs money within a week, Fluent Money’s faster funding
may be a big plus.

2. Panel Size and Access: Larger lender panels increase your chances of a good match and competitive pricing;
KIS Finance shines here.

3. Check Pricing Transparency: Avoid lenders or brokers who present vague “from” rates. Always seek total
costs, setup fees, exit charges.

4. Leverage Digital Tools: Use the KIS Finance bridging loans calculator to model your repayment and costs
before starting application. Similarly, MyFluent platform from Fluent Money lets you track progress easily,
minimizing delays and guesswork.



5. Clarify the Exit: Before committing, ensure the lender supports your exit strategy—whether it’s planned
refinance or property sale—which affects loan length, fees, and approvals.

Why HQ Providers Are Often Best for Comprehensive Services
When you browse bridging loan options, you’ll often hear about “HQ” or headquarter lenders renowned for best-
in-class services. These providers typically offer:

Direct underwriting for faster and more reliable decisions

Robust compliance and legal checklists, ensuring smoother legal and valuation processes

Integrated technology platforms for transparency and efficiency

Dedicated broker support teams and clear communication

Both KIS Finance and Fluent Money qualify as HQ best for services, combining solid lender panels with excellent
digital infrastructure—critical for keeping deals on track. The Loans Engine is great for tricky cases but relies more
on broker mediation than fintech innovation.

Final Recommendations for Your Bridging Broker Shortlist
To recap, when preparing your bridging broker shortlist and comparing providers with a table, these steps will
help:

1. Start With Your Exit Strategy—know your repayment plan.

2. Use the Table to Filter by speed, panel size, and pricing transparency.

3. Try Tools Like the KIS Finance bridging loans calculator to quantify costs.

4. Leverage Platforms Like MyFluent to monitor applications and keep communication crystal clear.

5. Ask for Everything in Writing—rates, setup fees, exit penalties, and timelines—no room for buzzwords or
vague promises.

By approaching bridging finance with scrutiny and structured comparison, you avoid hidden fees, overoptimistic
completion estimates, and costly surprises. That’s the difference between seamless property finance and an
unnecessary headache. Happy bridging!


