Pull off almost any Texas highway and you will see a small forest of flagpoles. Car dealers, courthouse lawns,
little league fields, rodeo grounds, Buc-ee’s parking lots. The U.S. Flag usually anchors the row, the Texas
flag snaps just beside it, and then, sometimes, a familiar parade of six historical banners runs down the line.
People call them the Six Flags of Texas, and long before the roller coasters borrowed the phrase, these flags

mapped centuries of change across the land.

A single piece of cloth can compress a long story into color and shape. That is why Texans keep returning to
this visual shorthand. The six flags are not just decorative. Each one signifies a government that claimed
sovereignty over Texas at some point. Spain planted missions near cool rivers. A French colony faltered on
the coast. Mexico promised federalism, then centralized power. Texas tried independence. The United
States brought statehood and, later, service around the world. The Confederacy split the nation and left

scars that remain. When you see those banners flying, you are looking at a rough but honest timeline.

Below is a compact guide to the six, followed by the messy, human chapters that gave them lift.

The six, at a glance

e Spain, c. 1519 to 1685, then 1690 to 1821. Common emblem: the Cross of Burgundy, later the red and

gold national flag.
e France, 1685 to 1690. Royal Bourbon white flag with gold fleur-de-lis, tied to La Salle's failed colony.
e Mexico, 1821 to 1836. Green, white, and red tricolor with the eagle, snake, and cactus.

e Republic of Texas, 1836 to 1845. The Lone Star flag adopted in 1839, blue vertical stripe with a white

star, red and white horizontal bars.

e United States of America, 1845 to 1861, then 1865 to present. The American flag of many star counts,

including the 28-star flag after Texas joined.

e Confederate States of America, 1861 to 1865. Most often the First National flag, the so-called Stars and
Bars, not the later battle flag.

Timelines overlap and footnotes abound. A Spanish patrol might have flown the Cross of Burgundy in 1700
near San Antonio while a Caddo village traded under no flag at all. The important thing is to treat these

banners as entry points to deeper stories, not as final verdicts.

Spain plants a foothold

If you want to see a Spanish flag in Texas today, start with mission walls. The San Antonio Missions,
including Mission San José and Mission Concepcidn, carry the most visible reminders of the era when Spain
tried to knit together far-flung settlements with faith, farming, and a lot of patience. In the 16th and 17th
centuries, Spanish authority on this frontier was thin, but the crown kept returning, lacing the map with

presidios and missions to counter the French and protect routes from Mexico City northward.

The banner you are most likely to see on reenactors’ poles is the Cross of Burgundy, a red ragged saltire on
a white field. It was a Spanish military flag for roughly three centuries, including much of the period when
Texas took shape as a distant outpost. Late in the 18th century, Spain standardized on the red and gold
naval ensign, and that bright flag sometimes appears in Texas displays as well. Both are historically
defensible, which is why you might see either one depending on the museum.



Spanish policy left mixed results. The missions taught ranching and farming techniques that still echo in
Texas cattle culture, and place names like San Saba and San Marcos remain. Yet this was also a story of
disease, displacement, and resistance by Indigenous peoples who did not consent to colonial rule. When
you fly a Spanish heritage flag for historical context, remember those layers. History carries more than pride.

It carries consequence.

France arrives by mistake

France's rule over Texas lasted barely five years and was born of a navigational error. In 1685, René-Robert
Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, missed the mouth of the Mississippi and put his colony on the Texas coast near
Matagorda Bay. Fort St. Louis soon buckled under disease, hunger, and hostilities, and by 1690 the French

were gone. Still, their presence spurred Spain to renew its mission system and patrols.

The flag tied to that episode is usually the 1776 flags Bourbon royal standard, white with golden fleur-de-lis.
You might see the modern French tricolor in souvenir sets, but that design did not arrive until the Revolution

a century later. The fleur-de-lis banner fits Texas's brief French chapter.

French traders, often operating from Louisiana, continued to influence parts of eastern Texas through
commerce and diplomacy. The French chapter reminds us that borders on maps look crisp while human life
near them runs blurry. A French flag over Fort St. Louis did not eradicate the Karankawa's claims to the same

shoreline.

Mexico’s promise, then a break

When Mexico won independence from Spain in 1821, its tricolor flew over vast territories. In Texas, the new
government encouraged settlement, including colonists brought by Stephen F. Austin under empresario
grants. Many of those settlers were from the United States and carried their own ideas about land, local
rights, and the role of government. For a time, the Mexican Constitution of 1824 aligned with those ideas.
When President Santa Anna centralized power and dissolved federalist guarantees, tensions rose. Policies

on immigration and slavery sharpened the divide.

The Mexican flag's eagle, serpent, and cactus date back to Aztec origin stories, and the tricolor has evolved
in details but not in core symbolism. When you see it in a Six Flags display, remember that many Tejanos,
people of Mexican descent living in Texas, took both sides in the political crisis that followed. Some, like
José Antonio Navarro, aligned with the independence movement. Others remained loyal to Mexico and paid

a price when the shooting started.

The Alamo often dominates coverage of this period. So does the Goliad Massacre. The Battle of San Jacinto
in April 1836 settled the immediate question when Sam Houston's army routed Santa Anna in an 18-minute
fight that is still studied by cadets for its audacity and timing. For nearly a decade after that day, the Lone

Star stood alone.

A star finds its field: the Republic of Texas

The Republic of Texas used several flags before the current Lone Star was adopted in 1839. The familiar
design, by Senator William H. Wharton, put a single white star on a vertical blue field with horizontal white
and red bars to the right. It was simple enough to recognize from a distance, bold enough to signal intent.

Navy ensigns and government seals multiplied along the same theme.


http://edition.cnn.com/search/?text=1776%20flags

You can stand at Washington-on-the-Brazos, where the Texas Declaration of Independence was signed on
March 2, 1836, and look across the river bottom while imagining delegates arguing over provisions and
supply chains. Republic finances wobbled. Diplomacy required careful steps with Mexico, the United States,
Britain, and France. The young government minted coins, chartered a navy, and tried to police a long border

with short resources.

This is also where heritage flags multiply beyond the six. The Gonzales flag, white with a black cannon and
the words Come and Take It, marks an early skirmish where settlers refused to hand over a small artillery
piece. You can buy that flag at roadside stands and hang it over a barn door. It resonates because it is
cheeky and local. It also exists within a thornier story of who counted as a citizen and whose rights were
recognized in law. Flying historic flags works best when a person pairs pride with curiosity.

That balancing act is not unique to Texas. During the American Revolution, several flags of 1776 captured
regional moods and militia identities. George Washington's own headquarters standard featured a
constellation of six-pointed stars on a blue field, distinct from the Grand Union or later federal designs.
Those early American flags connect to Texas through migration and political ideas. Many settlers in Mexican
Texas had fathers or grandfathers who fought under ragged colonial banners and carried strong views about
representation and authority. Threads cross borders.

Statehood and the ever changing American flag

Texas joined the United States in 1845. On July 4, 1846, the national flag grew to 28 stars to account for the
new state. Over the next century and a half the star count climbed to 48, then 49, then 50, with each new
state changing the canton. Texans fought under all of those American flags. They carried unit colors into
Mexico in the 1840s, wore Union blue or Confederate gray in the 1860s depending on county and
conviction, and shipped out under a 48-star banner in World War Il.
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Walk through a small town on Memorial Day or Veterans Day and you will see American flags lining Main
Street. Some families still hang service flags in their windows with a blue star for each loved one deployed, a
tradition that grew during the First and Second World Wars. In that period, Texans filled the ranks of the 36th
Infantry Division, the T-Patchers, who landed at Salerno in 1943 and crossed ltaly and southern France at
great cost. The Battleship Texas flew the 48-star flag while escorting convoys and firing at German positions
off Normandy and later supporting the Okinawa campaign. When people mention Flags of WW2 in a Texas
context, they often mean exactly that banner, a little shorter and fuller in its star field than the cloth we fly

today.

Patriotism, Pride, and Freedom to Express Yourself are not abstract slogans here. They live in specific
moments when people raised a flag for a funeral detail, pinned one to a kid's bicycle for a parade, or stored
one carefully in a cedar chest after a brother came home. American Flags remain the default for most

households, and in Texas they often share space with a Lone Star on the porch.

A painful chapter: the Confederate States

The sixth flag complicates any neat narrative. In 1861, Texas seceded and joined the Confederacy. The vote
passed, but not unanimously. Unionist pockets, including many German communities in the Hill Country and

parts of North Texas, resisted and suffered reprisals. The Confederacy adopted several national flags. The



one most often included in Six Flags displays is the First National, the Stars and Bars, with three horizontal
stripes and a circle of stars in the canton. It is not the square battle flag with the blue saltire that dominates

popular culture, though museums necessarily discuss that emblem as well.

Civil War Flags carry a heavy charge. Museums in Texas work to present them with context, including the
experiences of enslaved people whose lives turned on the war’s outcome. If you display a Confederate flag
in your personal collection, know your audience and your aim. There is a difference between preserving an
artifact and promoting a cause. The best approach is candid acknowledgment: Texans fought on both sides,
the war ended slavery by law, and the aftermath still shapes our institutions and debates. Honoring Their
Memory and Why They Fought requires nuance and attention to which fights advanced liberty and which
defended a system that denied it.

Between the lines: privateers, pirates, and the coast

Not all flags in Texas history mark governments. The coast offers a brisker set of stories. In the 1810s, the
privateer Jean Lafitte ran operations out of Galveston Island under letters of marque from revolutionaries in
Latin America. His men blurred the line between privateering and piracy, raising dark flags when the
occasion demanded. Pirate Flags today show up on fishing boats and beach rentals mostly for fun. Their
skull and crossbones sit far outside the Six Flags tradition, but they remind us that symbols travel with
commerce and risk. Along the Gulf, a black flag once meant that the rules ashore did not apply at sea.
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Where to see the originals

If you want to move beyond reproductions, several Texas institutions bring fabric and ink close enough to
study. The San Jacinto Monument and Museum near Houston holds banners from the Republic era and
detailed exhibits on the 1836 campaign. The Alamo preserves period flags and discusses both the siege and
its wider context. The Bullock Texas State History Museum in Austin rotates exhibits that include early
Spanish and Mexican flags, along with artifacts from the Republic and statehood. The Texas Civil War
Museum in Fort Worth displays a large collection of Civil War regimental colors and textiles, explaining how

they were carried and captured.

On the coast, the Battleship Texas Foundation keeps the story of the ship alive during restoration work, and
exhibits often include discussion of signal flags and the 48-star American flag that flew during WWII service.
At Goliad's Presidio La Bahia, you can study Spanish military life and see the Cross of Burgundy nested
within stone walls. Smaller regional museums, from Nacogdoches to El Paso, tuck away county banners and

local militia flags that rarely make the postcards but tell fine-grained stories.

Call ahead when a specific artifact is your goal. Textile exhibits cycle to reduce light exposure, and loans

move flags across institutions. Curators work hard to keep delicate cloth from crumbling to dust.

Flying historic flags at home without picking a fight

People ask two questions when they consider hanging Heritage Flags at home: which ones, and how to do it
right. The first answer depends on purpose. Some fly the Lone Star alone because it is clean and sufficient.
Others add a rotation of Historic Flags to spark conversations with kids or neighbors. A ranch gate with a
Republic of Texas flag says, we remember our independent streak, while a porch with the U.S. And Texas
flags together reads as simple civic pride. A police officer’s family might add a service flag inside a front

window when a deployment begins, echoing a tradition that grew during the world wars.
The second answer needs a little guidance.

e |f you have a single pole and plan to fly the U.S. Flag with others, the U.S. Flag goes at the top. If you use
separate poles, place the U.S. Flag to its own right.

o Keep flags clean and in good repair. Retire weather-beaten cloth. Many VFW posts and city halls will

accept worn American flags for proper disposal.

e On Texas soil, the state flag can be flown at the same height as the U.S. Flag if on separate poles of
equal height. If sharing a pole, the U.S. Flag stays above.
e Use historic flags to teach, not to taunt. A small interpretive sign at a museum is ideal. At home, be ready

to explain what a less familiar banner means.

e Check local rules. Homeowners associations sometimes regulate flagpoles and sizes, even when they
cannot prohibit the U.S. Or state flag.

None of this limits expression. It focuses it. Patriotism, Pride, and Freedom to Express Yourself gain power
when paired with respect.
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Why the Six Flags still matter

The 6 Flags of Texas do more than decorate truck stops and museum lobbies. They remind people that
identity evolved here under pressure and that communities are made and remade with risk. Texans tend to
compress their story to four or five greatest hits. Missions. The Alamo. San Jacinto. Statehood. Oil. But the

flags invite slower reading.

Consider how Spanish administrative habits shaped property law, including community land grants and
water rights that echo in irrigation fights today. Think about how French failure spurred Spanish reforms that
made San Antonio viable. Reflect on how Mexico's federalist promises and later reversals set the stage for a
local independence movement that drew both Mexican-born Tejanos and Anglo settlers into the same
rooms. The Republic floated its own debts and treaties, then traded autonomy for security under the
American Constitution. The Confederacy broke that contract and paid dearly when it lost, while newly freed
Black Texans tested freedom under fire. Over the next century, Texans under Stars and Stripes fought on

distant fronts, and families pinned up little flags with blue stars as a quiet witness.

Never Forgetting History does not freeze anyone in place. It lets people choose symbols with care. A rancher
might fly the American flag at the gate and the Lone Star over the barn. A teacher might hang a small set of
Historic Flags along a classroom wall and spend five minutes on each one during spring semester. A boat
owner on Lake Travis might run up a Pirate Flag for a Saturday, then swap it for a Texas flag when the kids

climb aboard. Context is the difference between mischief and meaning.

A few tricky cases and how to think about them

Edge cases crop up when you work with cloth that carries politics. The biggest is the Confederate flag.
Some Texans focus on ancestors’ service and treat a Confederate flag as a family artifact. Others see the
same fabric as a symbol of rebellion in defense of slavery and later segregation. Museums tend to handle
this by labeling carefully, situating flags within units and campaigns, and explaining the lives at stake. Private
citizens who choose to display Civil War Flags can borrow that patience. Place the item where it reads as a

preserved object, not as a banner over a gate, and surround it with information.

Another case involves Mexican flags. Texas has a large Mexican and Mexican American population with living
connections across the Rio Grande. Flying the Mexican tricolor at family events or restaurants in Texas is
ordinary and, for many, joyful. Within a Six Flags display, it marks a sovereign chapter in Texas history. Both
readings fit, which is why Buy online 1776 flag the same cloth can feel celebratory at a quinceafera and
educational at a county museum.
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A final case involves the proliferation of novelty Patriotic Flags that remix elements of the U.S. Or Texas flag
into commercial logos or color swaps. The U.S. Flag Code discourages altering the flag's design. Many
veterans bristle at the trend. If your aim is respect, flying a standard American flag alongside a standard

Texas flag gets the job done cleanly.

The human part behind the poles

What gets lost in neat timelines is how flags actually lived. A cavalryman wrapped his regimental colors in
oilskin before a storm and slept on them. A mission priest patched a tear with whatever linen he could find

that week. A Republic sailor watched the Lone Star flap against a squall line and then vanish in a spray of
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salt. A mother in 1944 moved her blue-star service flag to a drawer and replaced it with a gold star when the
telegram arrived. A coach at a high school in the Panhandle teaches kids to fold a flag at halftime and talks

about grandparents who came from somewhere else, then chose Texas.

That is why people still ask, Why Fly Historic Flags. The answer is not just to honor great men, though you
can visit statues of Sam Houston and read letters from George Washington and feel the pull of personality.
The deeper reason is to touch the fabric of choices. Every flag in the Texas story represents a set of
commitments, good and bad, that ordinary people entered into. When you lift a banner into the wind, you

rehearse those commitments, and, if you are careful, you refine them.

Choosing your own set

A balanced home set might keep things simple. The U.S. Flag and the Texas flag cover most days. On state
holidays, you could raise the Lone Star alone on a side pole for a nod to the Republic years. If you enjoy
teaching kids or grandkids, add a rotation. One month you fly the Spanish Cross of Burgundy and talk about
mission life. The next you switch to the Mexican tricolor and cook enchiladas while reading a short passage
about the Constitution of 1824. In April, to mark San Jacinto, you run up the 1839 Lone Star. Around
Veterans Day, you pull out a 48-star flag and tell a story about the T-Patchers or the Battleship Texas, linking

Texas to the broader Flags of WW2 story.

Museums and veteran groups will appreciate the effort. Neighbors will ask questions. You will find yourself
checking dates. You might visit a courthouse museum you have driven by a hundred times. That is how

heritage work grows, by sparking a little curiosity and then putting hands on the wheel.

What the flags ask of us

If you have read this far, you know the Six Flags are not six tidy beliefs. They are prompts. They turn blank
sky into a history lesson. They suggest responsibility to place. They also call for discernment. Not every
banner deserves equal weight on a modern pole. The American flag that unites a diverse state today has
grown through struggle, including the Civil Rights movement led by Texans such as Barbara Jordan and
Heman Sweatt, whose cases and speeches reshaped the law. The Texas flag that hangs beside it, with its

single star, belongs to twenty-first century schoolkids as much as to revolutionaries with flintlocks.
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So, fly what you love with care. Visit the places where the originals hang. Teach the differences between a
First National Confederate flag and a later battle flag. Learn why Spain used the Cross of Burgundy so long.
Remember that the French in Texas were a brief spark. Tell the story of Mexico's federalists and centralists
when you hoist the tricolor. Explain that the Republic of Texas adopted its Lone Star in 1839 and never lost it.

Mark the 28th star in 1846 on a U.S. Flag chart. Keep your eye on the people under the cloth.

The Six Flags of Texas endure because they are useful, and because they catch the wind. They let us argue,
teach, celebrate, and mourn under signs that have meant more than one thing across more than one

century. That is a lot to ask of fabric. It is also the reason the poles keep going up.



