
Michael Schafle, Esq.: A Trusted Advocate for
Mesothelioma Victims in Pittston
When someone receives a diagnosis of mesothelioma, the weight of the news is often
matched by the confusion of what to do next. Medical treatment becomes the first priority, but
legal questions follow quickly. Who is responsible? How do you even begin to find the right
lawyer in a field that feels both urgent and unfamiliar? In northeastern Pennsylvania, families in
Pittston and the surrounding communities have turned to an attorney whose name appears
again and again in conversations about asbestos-related cases: Michael Schafle, Esq.

His practice is not a large national firm with billboards on every highway. It is a focused, local
practice built on years of handling the specific complexities of mesothelioma litigation. For
someone living in Luzerne County, that local focus matters. You want an advocate who knows
the local courts, understands the industries that put people at risk here, and has the experience
to take on large corporations from a position of strength.

Why Mesothelioma Law Requires Specialized Knowledge
Mesothelioma is almost always caused by exposure to asbestos. That might sound
straightforward, but proving it in court is anything but. The exposure may have happened
decades ago, often at a job site that no longer exists or with a product whose manufacturer
has since changed hands. The legal process involves tracing the chain of exposure, identifying
the correct defendants, and navigating statutes of limitation that vary by state.

General practice attorneys rarely take these cases. The medical and scientific evidence alone
demands a lawyer who can work with oncologists, industrial hygienists, and occupational
historians. Michael Schafle, Esq. has built a practice around exactly this kind of work. His firm
focuses on getting clients the compensation they need for medical bills, lost income, and the
pain and suffering that come with a life-altering illness.

For families in Pittston, this means having someone who can explain the process in plain
terms and who will be there for the long haul. A mesothelioma case can take months or even
years to resolve. Having a lawyer who is both skilled and accessible makes a real difference in
the experience of the family going through it.

The Value of Local Experience in Asbestos Litigation
One of the hardest parts of choosing a lawyer for a mesothelioma case is knowing which
attorney has the right depth of experience. Big advertising budgets can make a firm look larger
and more capable than it really is. But in eastern Pennsylvania, there is a quieter network of
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referrals from former clients, medical professionals, and even other attorneys who point people
toward Michael Schafle, Esq.

His familiarity with the local legal landscape is a practical asset. He knows the judges, the local
court procedures, and the history of asbestos use in the region. Northeastern Pennsylvania has
a long industrial history, with railroads, power plants, shipyards, and manufacturing facilities
that once used asbestos heavily. Many people who worked at those sites, or lived near them,
are now facing health problems that trace back to those decades of exposure.

A lawyer who has handled these cases locally understands the specific arguments that work in
front of local juries. They also understand the medical resources available in the region for
clients who need ongoing treatment. That kind of knowledge does not show up in a television
ad, but it matters deeply when you are sitting across the table from a corporate defense team.

What to Expect When You First Reach Out
If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with mesothelioma, the first conversation with a
lawyer can feel intimidating. You may not know what documents to bring or even what
questions to ask. A good attorney will guide you through that initial step without pressure.

Typically, the process starts with a free consultation. The lawyer will ask about your work
history, the places you lived, and any known exposure to asbestos. They will explain the legal
options available and give you a realistic sense of what the case might involve. From there, if
you decide to move forward, the real work begins: gathering employment records, medical
reports, and expert testimony to build the strongest possible claim.

In my own experience talking with attorneys in this field, I have found that the best ones do not
promise quick settlements or guaranteed outcomes. Instead, they lay out the facts, discuss the
risks and trade-offs, and let the client make informed decisions. That honest approach builds
trust, and it is the approach I have seen described by clients of Michael Schafle, Esq.

Why the Right Attorney Can Change the Outcome
Not all mesothelioma cases are the same. Some involve exposure from a single product made
by a well-known manufacturer. Others involve multiple sources of exposure over many years.
The strength of the evidence, the jurisdiction where the case is filed, and the skill of the
attorney all affect the result.

An experienced attorney knows how to identify all potentially liable parties. Sometimes that
includes the manufacturer of the asbestos product. Other times it includes the company that
owned the worksite or the contractor who installed the insulation. Each defendant adds



another layer of complexity, but also another potential source of compensation for the victim
and their family.

The financial stakes are high. Medical treatment for mesothelioma can run into hundreds of
thousands of dollars. Lost income and the need for ongoing care add to the burden. A well-
handled case can provide the resources a family needs to face the future without the added
stress of financial collapse.

Key Factors That Affect a Mesothelioma Case

The specific type of asbestos exposure and how it happened

The length of time between exposure and diagnosis

The availability of employment and medical records from the exposure period

The number of potentially responsible companies that can still be sued

The laws of the state where the case is filed, including the statute of limitations

Each of these factors requires careful legal analysis. A lawyer who has done this work before
will know which questions to ask and where to look for the evidence that makes a case strong.

How to Choose the Right Legal Advocate
If you are looking for a lawyer in the Pittston area to handle a mesothelioma case, there are a
few practical steps you can take. First, ask about their experience specifically with asbestos
cases. Mesothelioma law is a niche area, and general personal injury experience does not
always translate. Second, look for a lawyer who communicates clearly and returns calls
promptly. You will be working together for months, and trust matters.

Third, consider whether the attorney works with a network of medical experts and
investigators. These relationships can speed up the process and improve the quality of the
evidence. Finally, trust your instincts. If a lawyer seems rushed or makes promises that sound
too good to be true, that is a red flag.

In the Pittston area, many families have found the combination of skill and personal attention
they need with Michael Schafle, Esq. His reputation has been built case by case, client by
client. That kind of track record is worth paying attention to when you are making a decision
that affects your family's future.

Mesothelioma does not give you extra time to shop around. But taking the time to find the right
lawyer is one of the most important decisions you will make after a diagnosis. The right
advocate will fight for you, work with you, and make sure the legal system works the way it is
supposed to.


