
The Realities of Wet Basement Repair in Southern
Ontario
Living in Southern Ontario means dealing with a lot of weather. Spring thaws, heavy summer
rains, and the occasional flash storm can put serious pressure on a home's foundation. Over
the years I have seen countless basements that were dry when the house was new but started
seeping water a decade or two later. The soil shifts, the original waterproofing ages, and
suddenly you are looking at a wet basement repair in Southern Ontario that demands more
than a coat of paint.

The first thing to understand is that water follows the path of least resistance. It does not care
about your finished walls or your storage bins. If there is a gap in the foundation, a crack in the
slab, or a failed seal around a window well, water will find it. That is why a permanent fix
usually involves looking at both the inside and the outside of the basement. Interior work can
stop water that is already coming in, but exterior work addresses where the water is coming
from in the first place.

Interior Drainage and Weeping Tile Systems
For many homes in the GTA and Hamilton, the first line of defense is an interior drainage
system. This typically involves a trench cut around the perimeter of the basement floor, into
which a weeping tile is placed. The weeping tile collects groundwater that seeps through the
foundation wall and directs it to a sump pump, which then pushes the water out to the yard or
storm sewer. I have seen this approach work well in houses where the foundation walls are
structurally sound but the original perimeter drain has clogged or collapsed over time.

A weeping tile system is not a cure-all, though. It handles water that comes in at the floor-wall
joint, but it does not stop moisture from migrating through the wall itself. That is where a vapor
barrier or a waterproofing membrane on the interior wall can help. Some contractors install a
dimpled membrane against the wall that channels water down to the weeping tile, keeping the
interior surface dry. Others use a combination of hydraulic cement to patch active leaks and
then apply a coating of sodium bentonite or bentonite clay-based sealant. Bentonite clay
swells when it gets wet, which can seal off small cracks and pores in the concrete.

Exterior Excavation and Foundation Membranes
When interior measures are not enough, or when the foundation has significant damage,
exterior excavation becomes the next step. This means digging down to the footing around the
entire perimeter of the house, cleaning the foundation wall, and applying a new foundation
membrane. In Southern Ontario, the soil is often a mix of clay and fill, which holds moisture



against the wall for long periods. A good exterior waterproofing membrane, usually a
rubberized asphalt or polymer-modified sheet, creates a continuous barrier that keeps
groundwater out.

During an exterior job, it is also the right time to address grading and drainage around the
house. If the soil slopes toward the foundation, no amount of membrane will keep the
basement dry for long. The grade should drop away from the house for at least the first six to
ten feet. Downspouts should discharge water well away from the foundation, and a French
drain can be installed at the base of the excavation to carry water to a safe discharge point. I
have been on jobs where a simple regrade solved a wet basement that had been leaking for
years, with no interior work needed at all.

Crack Injection: Floor and Wall
Not every wet basement requires full excavation. Sometimes the problem is isolated to a few
cracks in the foundation wall or the floor slab. For those situations, floor crack injection and
wall crack injection are effective and much less disruptive. The process involves drilling small
holes along the crack, inserting injection ports, and forcing an epoxy injection or polyurethane
resin into the void. The resin expands and fills the crack, bonding the concrete back together
and blocking the water path.

Epoxy injection is structural, meaning it restores some of the concrete's original strength.
Polyurethane is more flexible and better for cracks that move with temperature changes. I have
used both in Toronto basements and have seen good results when the crack is clean and the
concrete is not too deteriorated. If the crack is wide or the concrete is crumbling, hydraulic
cement can be troweled in first to create a dam, and then injection is done behind it. The key is
to get the material deep into the crack, not just on the surface.

The Role of Sump Pumps and French Drains
A sump pump is the heart of many interior drainage systems. It sits in a pit below the
basement floor and cycles on when water fills the pit. In Southwestern Ontario, where the water
table can rise significantly in spring, a reliable sump pump is essential. I always recommend a
backup battery system for the pump because power outages often happen during the same
storms that cause basement flooding. A pump that stops working during a heavy rain is worse
than no pump at all because the water has already been collected and directed to the pit.

French drains are another tool, usually installed outside the foundation. A French drain is a
trench filled with gravel and a perforated pipe that collects groundwater and carries it away.
When combined with proper grading, a French drain can keep the soil around the foundation
dry enough that the waterproofing membrane never gets tested. In the Niagara Region, where



the soil can be heavy clay, French drains are almost standard on new builds, but many older
homes were built without them. Retrofitting a French drain during an exterior excavation is a
smart investment.

Choosing the Right Approach
There is no single solution for every wet basement. The right fix depends on the age of the
house, the type of foundation, the local soil conditions, and the homeowner's budget. A wet
basement repair in Southern Ontario might involve a simple interior weeping tile and sump
pump for a house on a high lot with good grading. For a house in a low-lying area near a creek,
exterior excavation with a full foundation membrane and a French drain might be the only way
to keep the basement dry.

I have also seen situations where a combination of interior and exterior work is required. For
example, a house in the GTA had a finished basement that was leaking along one wall. The
homeowner did not want to lose the finished space, so we injected the wall cracks from the
inside and installed a weeping tile system on the other three walls. That stopped the water, but
the exterior grade was still poor, so we also added a French drain on the uphill side of the
property. The basement has stayed dry for five years now.

One thing I have learned is that cheap fixes rarely last. A can of waterproofing paint from the
hardware store might stop a little dampness for a season, but it will not handle a heavy rain or
a rising water table. Hydraulic cement is good for active leaks, but it only works on the spot
where it is applied. A comprehensive approach, one that looks at the whole water management
system around the house, is the only way to get a long-term result.

If you are dealing with a wet basement, start by observing where the water comes in during a
storm. Is it a single crack? Is it the whole wall? Is it the floor joint? That will tell you where to
focus your efforts. Then call a contractor who specializes in basement waterproofing, not just
general concrete work. A good contractor will walk through the options, explain the trade-offs,
and give you a written quote before any work begins. In Southern Ontario, a lifetime labour
warranty on the waterproofing system is a sign that the contractor stands behind their work.

Water is patient. It will keep trying to get in until you make it stop. A well-planned wet basement
repair in Southern Ontario, done with the right materials and the right methods, can turn a wet
basement into a usable, dry space for decades.

https://www.myconcretepros.ca/services/basement-waterproofing/
https://www.myconcretepros.ca/services/basement-waterproofing/

