
Understanding Your Legal Options with Michael
Schafle, Esq.

Facing a Mesothelioma Diagnosis in Altoona
When you or a loved one receives a mesothelioma diagnosis, the weight of that news can feel
crushing. The questions come fast: How did this happen? What treatment options are
available? And for many, a pressing concern is whether legal action can provide financial relief
for mounting medical bills and lost income. In Altoona and across Pennsylvania, finding a
lawyer who truly understands the complexities of asbestos exposure cases is critical. This is
where experienced legal guidance becomes essential, and why many turn to Michael Schafle,
Esq. for help navigating this difficult journey.

Mesothelioma does not appear overnight. It develops over decades, often after years of
exposure to asbestos in workplaces like steel mills, power plants, shipyards, or construction
sites. The latency period means that by the time symptoms surface, the original source of
exposure may be long gone, and the companies responsible may have changed hands or
closed down. This makes building a case a deeply researched, document-heavy process that
requires a lawyer with specific experience in asbestos litigation.

Why Specialized Legal Knowledge Matters
General practice attorneys handle a wide range of cases, from car accidents to contract
disputes. But mesothelioma claims are different. They involve intricate medical evidence,
detailed exposure histories, and often multiple defendants. A lawyer who handles these cases
regularly knows how to trace exposure back through decades of employment records,
interview former coworkers, and work with industrial hygienists to establish a clear link
between asbestos-containing products and your illness. Michael Schafle, Esq. brings that level
of focused knowledge to the table.

The legal landscape for asbestos cases varies by state, and Pennsylvania has its own set of
statutes and precedents. For example, Pennsylvania follows a strict statute of limitations,
typically two years from the date of diagnosis, for personal injury claims. Missing that window
can bar you from recovering any compensation. A seasoned attorney will not only keep you on
track but also identify all potentially liable parties, which might include manufacturers,
suppliers, and even premises owners who failed to provide adequate safety measures.

Building a Strong Case from the Ground Up
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One of the first steps your lawyer will take is to gather a detailed occupational and
environmental history. This is not a simple questionnaire. It involves sitting down with you and
your family to remember every job you held, every building you worked in, and any products you
handled that might have contained asbestos. Did you work in a factory where insulation was
applied? Did you live near a construction site where asbestos was cut and sanded? Even
secondary exposure, like washing a family member's work clothes, can be a valid claim.
Michael Schafle, Esq. understands how to document these nuances and present them clearly
to a court or settlement negotiation.

Beyond the history, medical evidence is paramount. You will need a confirmed diagnosis from
a qualified oncologist or pulmonologist, and your legal team will coordinate with your doctors
to ensure all pathology reports, imaging studies, and treatment plans are part of the record.
This collaboration helps quantify damages, including past and future medical expenses, lost
wages, and pain and suffering. The goal is to build a comprehensive picture that leaves no
question about the impact of the disease on your life.

What to Expect During the Legal Process
Many people worry that filing a lawsuit will mean a long, drawn-out court battle. In reality, the
majority of mesothelioma cases settle before trial. The reason is pragmatic: defendants know
that juries tend to be sympathetic to plaintiffs with terminal illnesses, and the evidence of
corporate negligence in asbestos cases is often well-documented. Your lawyer will likely
engage in settlement negotiations early, but they will also prepare your case as if it were going
to trial, because that preparation gives them leverage.

If a trial does become necessary, it will typically happen in a venue local to you, such as Blair
County or a neighbouring jurisdiction. Your attorney will handle all the procedural steps, from
filing the complaint to responding to motions from the defense. You may be asked to give a
deposition, which is a recorded statement under oath, but your lawyer will prepare you
thoroughly for that. The process is designed to minimize stress on you and your family,
allowing you to focus on treatment and quality of life.

Financial Considerations and Fee Structures

One common concern is how to afford a lawyer when medical bills are already piling up. Most
mesothelioma attorneys work on a contingency fee basis. That means you pay no upfront fees,
and the lawyer only gets paid if you win or settle your case. The fee is a percentage of the
recovery, typically around 30 to 40 percent, but this can vary. Make sure to discuss fee
structures during your initial consultation so there are no surprises later. A reputable lawyer will
explain everything clearly before you sign any agreement.



Additionally, some firms advance the costs of litigation, such as filing fees, expert witness
expenses, and travel costs, and then deduct those from the settlement or verdict. This
arrangement allows you to pursue justice without adding financial strain. It is one of the
reasons why experienced asbestos attorneys can take on cases that might otherwise be too
expensive for an individual to pursue alone.

Choosing the Right Advocate for Your Family
You want a lawyer who is not only knowledgeable but also compassionate and
communicative. Mesothelioma is a life-changing diagnosis, and your legal representative
should treat your case with the urgency it deserves. Look for someone who returns calls
promptly, answers questions in plain language, and involves you in key decisions. Trust your
instincts during the initial meeting. If you feel rushed or talked down to, that is a red flag.

The firm behind the domain mesotheliomalawyeraltoonapa.com is dedicated to serving
families in central Pennsylvania. They understand the local industries, the courts, and the
community. When you work with Michael Schafle, Esq., you are getting someone who has
handled these cases before and knows how to navigate the specific challenges that arise in
this region. He will be your guide through a complex legal system, offering both expertise and
empathy.

Remember, time is not on your side. The statute of limitations sets a firm deadline, and
gathering evidence only becomes harder as memories fade and records are lost. Do not wait to
seek advice. A consultation is typically free and confidential, and it can give you a clear picture
of your options without any obligation to move forward.

Moving Forward with Confidence
No amount of money can undo the damage caused by asbestos exposure. But a successful
legal claim can provide the resources you need for the best medical care, support your family
after you are gone, and hold negligent companies accountable. It is a way to turn a devastating
situation into a legacy of justice. With the right legal partner, you can approach the future with
a measure of security and peace of mind.

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with mesothelioma in the Altoona area, consider
reaching out to an attorney who specializes in this field. The path forward starts with a single
conversation. And that conversation can make all the difference.


