
How to Choose a Frame That Complements Your
Artwork in Thames Ditton
Choosing the right frame for a piece of art can feel as important as the artwork itself. A frame
that works with the piece draws the eye in, while one that fights it can distract and diminish.
For anyone looking for bespoke picture framing in Thames Ditton, the process is about
matching the frame to the art, the room, and the effect you want. Here is a practical guide to
the steps involved, and what to watch at each stage.

Start with the artwork itself
The first step is to look closely at the piece. What is the subject? A tranquil landscape, a bold
abstract, a delicate watercolour, or a busy print? The mood and style of the artwork should
guide the frame, not the other way round. For a soft, airy watercolour, a light frame in a simple
profile often works best. For a strong, graphic print, a deeper frame with a clean line can match
the energy. The frame should feel like it belongs to the piece, not like an afterthought.

Consider the frame profile
The frame profile is the shape of the frame from the side. A flat, wide profile gives a modern,
minimal look. A deep, stepped profile adds traditional richness. A narrow profile suits small or
delicate works. The profile also affects how the frame catches light and how it relates to the
wall. A deep profile throws a shadow, which can add depth or create a heavy feel. A flat profile
sits closer to the wall and feels lighter. Think about whether you want the frame to recede or to
make a statement.

Match the frame colour to the artwork
Colour is where many people hesitate. A simple rule is to pick a colour that appears in the
artwork itself. It could be a dominant hue or a subtle accent. Pulling one colour from the piece
creates a unified look. For a black-and-white photograph, a black or white frame is safe, but a
dark grey or a warm silver can add interest without competing. For a colourful painting, a
neutral frame in white, cream, or a natural wood tone often works better than a bright colour
that tries to outshine the art. If you want a coloured frame, go for a tone that is slightly muted
or desaturated, so it supports the artwork rather than shouting over it.

View the location on Google Maps

Think about the artwork scale

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Cinnamon%20Framing


The size of the artwork relative to the frame matters a great deal. A small piece in a very wide
frame can feel swamped. A large piece in a narrow frame can feel underdressed. A good
starting point is to choose a frame width that is around one tenth to one eighth of the shorter
dimension of the artwork. That is a rough guide, not a rule. For a tiny etching, a narrow frame
with a generous mount (mat) can create breathing room and draw the eye to the detail. For a
large canvas, a deeper frame with a bold profile can anchor the piece. The mount also plays a
role: a white or off-white mount lifts the artwork away from the frame and gives it space to be
seen.

Consider the room style and display position
Where the artwork will hang is just as important as the art itself. A frame that looks perfect in a
bright gallery might feel wrong in a cosy living room. Look at the room's colour palette, the style
of furniture, and the wall colour. A dark frame can stand out against a light wall and feel formal.
A light frame can blend in and feel airy. If the room has many wood tones, a natural wood
frame might tie in, or a painted frame could offer a clean contrast. The display position also
matters. A piece hung at eye level in a hallway will be seen up close, so the frame and mount
need to hold up to scrutiny. A piece above a fireplace or a sofa will be seen from a distance, so
a bolder frame can work well.

Think about visual balance
Visual balance is the relationship between the frame, the artwork, and the wall. A frame that is
too heavy can overwhelm a delicate piece. A frame that is too light can make a strong piece
feel unsupported. The goal is for the frame to feel like a natural extension of the artwork. One
way to check this is to hold a sample frame up to the piece and step back. Does the frame feel
like it completes the work, or does it fight for attention? If you are unsure, a neutral frame in a
classic profile is often a safe choice. For a more adventurous look, a frame with a subtle
texture or a metallic finish can add interest without overpowering.

Frame finish and material
The finish of the frame affects how it catches light and how it feels in the room. A glossy finish
reflects light and can feel sleek, but it also shows fingerprints and dust. A matte finish absorbs
light and feels softer and more understated. A distressed finish suits a rustic or vintage style. A
metallic finish can add a contemporary edge. The material also matters. Wood frames feel
warm and traditional. Metal frames feel cool and modern. Resin or composite frames can
mimic wood or metal at a lower cost but may not have the same longevity. For a piece you plan
to keep for years, a quality wood or metal frame is worth the investment.



For those looking for bespoke picture framing in Thames Ditton, Cinnamon Framing offers a
service that takes these considerations into account. With over ten years of framing
experience, the team can guide you through the choices of profile, colour, finish, and mount to
find a frame that truly complements your artwork. They serve artists, art lovers, and
professionals across Thames Ditton, central London, and southwest London, and offer free
local collection and delivery. Visits are by appointment only, which you can book through their
website.

Check the mount and glazing
The mount (or mat) is the board that sits between the artwork and the frame. It provides a
visual breathing space and protects the artwork from touching the glass. A white mount is the
most common, but off-white, cream, grey, or even a colour can work. The mount should be
acid-free to prevent yellowing and damage over time. A double mount adds depth and a
professional finish. For glazing, standard glass is fine for most pieces, but UV-protective glass
is better for works that will be in direct sunlight. Non-reflective glass reduces glare, which helps
in bright rooms. For valuable or delicate pieces, museum-quality glazing offers the best
protection.

Think about the long term
A frame is not just for today. The artwork may move to a different room or a different home in
the future. A frame that is too tied to a specific interior trend may feel dated in a few years. A
classic frame in a neutral colour and a simple profile tends to age well. If you want to
experiment, a mount in a bold colour can be changed more easily than a frame. It is also worth
considering the conservation of the artwork. Acid-free materials, proper mounting, and UV-
protective glazing help preserve the piece for decades. A cheap frame that uses poor materials
can cause the artwork to yellow or warp over time.

For those who want a frame that feels personal and considered, bespoke picture framing is the
way to go. The process lets you choose every element: the frame profile, colour, finish, mount,
and glazing. Cinnamon Framing works with you to understand the artwork and the space
where it will hang, helping you make choices that feel right. The result is a frame that does not
just hold the art, but lifts it.

Final practical checks
Before you commit to a frame, do a few simple checks. Hold the sample up to the artwork in
the room where it will hang. Look at it in different lights: morning light, afternoon light, and
evening light. A frame that looks good in the shop may look different at home. Also consider
the weight of the frame and the strength of the wall. A heavy frame needs a secure fixing. If

https://search.google.com/local/reviews?placeid=ChIJDT3-JNYLdkgRRu8SnMcU8iY&authuser=0&hl=en&gl=US


you are hanging multiple pieces together, think about how they relate to each other. Matching
frames can unify a gallery wall, while contrasting frames can create interest.

Cinnamon Framing is also on Instagram.

Choosing a frame that complements the artwork is a rewarding process. It takes a little time
and thought, but the result is a piece that feels finished and right. Whether you are framing a
treasured print, a family photograph, or an original painting, the same principles apply: start
with the artwork, consider the room, and choose a frame that supports both. For bespoke
picture framing in Thames Ditton, you can contact Cinnamon Framing at Unit 7, The Rythe
Centre, Claygate Ln, Thames Ditton KT7 0LE, UK, or by phone at +44 7572 916946.

https://www.instagram.com/cinnamonframing?igsh=MWNzOG1sd2NnYnI3Zg%3D%3D

