
What to Know When Hiring a Roofing and Siding
Contractor

Common questions about roofing and siding contractors
Homeowners often have many questions when they start looking for a roofing and siding
contractor. The work is a significant investment, and getting the details right matters. This
article answers the most frequent questions people ask about companies like Nail Force
Roofing and Siding, covering what to look for, what to expect, and how to make informed
decisions.

What does a roofing and siding contractor do?
A roofing and siding contractor installs and repairs the exterior envelope of a house. Roofing
work includes shingles, tiles, metal panels, and flat roofing systems. Siding covers materials
such as vinyl, wood, fiber cement, and engineered wood. The contractor ensures both systems
are watertight, structurally sound, and properly integrated with flashings, vents, and trim. Some
contractors also handle gutters, soffits, and fascia. When you hire a contractor like Nail Force
Roofing and Siding, you are getting a team that understands how these components work
together to protect the home.

How do I know if I need roof repair or a full replacement?
This is one of the first questions to ask. A roof that is leaking in one spot may only need a
targeted repair. Look for signs such as missing shingles, cracked flashing, or water stains on
the ceiling inside. If the damage is widespread or the roof is more than twenty years old for
asphalt shingles, replacement might be more cost effective in the long run. A contractor can
inspect the roof deck, underlayment, and ventilation to give a clear recommendation. For
siding, check for rot, insect damage, or panels that are loose or warped. A full siding
replacement is usually needed when the moisture barrier behind the siding has failed.

What should I ask before hiring a contractor?
Asking the right questions can save you from problems later. Here are five things to cover:

Are you licensed and insured? Verify both liability insurance and workers'
compensation coverage.

How long have you been in business? Experience with local conditions matters.

Can you provide references? Speaking with past clients helps you understand
reliability and quality.
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What is the timeline? Know when work starts and roughly how long it will take.

What happens if weather delays the job? A clear policy on delays prevents frustration.

A professional contractor should answer these questions directly and provide documentation.
If a contractor hesitates or gives vague answers, consider it a red flag.

How much does roofing and siding work typically cost?
Costs vary widely based on materials, roof pitch, accessibility, and local labor rates. Asphalt
shingle roofs are generally less expensive than metal or slate. Siding costs depend on whether
you choose vinyl, wood, or fiber cement. The size of the home also plays a role. The best
approach is to get at least three written estimates from different contractors. Each estimate
should itemize materials, labor, permits, and cleanup. Avoid any contractor who gives a price
over the phone without seeing the house. Also be wary of prices that seem too low; they often
mean corners are cut somewhere.

What warranties should I expect?
Warranties come in two forms: manufacturer warranties on materials and workmanship
warranties from the contractor. Material warranties cover defects in shingles, siding panels, or
underlayment. Workmanship warranties cover installation errors. A typical workmanship
warranty lasts between two and ten years. Ask the contractor exactly what is covered and for
how long. Get the warranty details in writing before signing a contract. If a contractor does not
offer any workmanship warranty, that is a strong reason to look elsewhere.

How long does a roofing or siding project take?
Duration depends on the size of the home, the complexity of the roof or siding design, and the
weather. A straightforward roof replacement on a medium sized house can take two to five
days. Siding on the same house might take a week or more. Factors like removing old
materials, repairing decking, and installing flashings add time. The contractor should give you a
realistic timeline based on their crew size and current workload. Ask about the schedule for
inspections, as local building codes often require a mid project check.

What materials are best for my climate?
Climate is a major factor in material choice. In hot, sunny areas, metal roofs or light colored
shingles reflect heat better. In wet or snowy regions, a steep slope roof with asphalt shingles or
metal panels sheds water and snow more effectively. For siding, fiber cement resists moisture
and insects well in humid climates. Vinyl siding is low maintenance and works in many
conditions but can become brittle in extreme cold. A contractor with local experience can



advise on the best materials for your specific area. They will know which products hold up
against local wind, rain, and temperature swings.

Do I need a permit for roofing or siding work?
Most municipalities require a permit for any major exterior work, especially roof replacement.
Permits ensure the work meets building codes for structural integrity, fire safety, and energy
efficiency. The contractor should handle the permit application as part of their service. If they
tell you a permit is not needed, check with your local building department yourself. Skipping a
permit can cause problems when you sell the house or if an issue arises later.

What should I do to prepare for the project?
Before work starts, clear the area around the house. Move vehicles, patio furniture, grills, and
potted plants away from the work zone. Trim any tree branches that overhang the roof. Inside
the house, remove items from attic spaces if the roof deck will be opened. Secure pets and let
neighbors know about potential noise. The contractor will usually handle setup and cleanup,
but a clear workspace helps the job go smoothly.

How do I maintain my new roof and siding?
After installation, regular maintenance extends the life of both systems. For the roof, keep
gutters clean and trim overhanging branches that can rub shingles. Inspect flashing and
sealants annually. For siding, wash it once a year with a gentle cleaner to remove dirt and
mildew. Check for cracks or gaps, especially after storms. Promptly repair any damage before
it leads to bigger issues. A contractor can give you a maintenance schedule tailored to your
materials and climate.

What are signs of a quality installation?
Quality shows in the details. On a roof, look for straight lines in the shingles, consistent overlap,
and properly sealed flashings around chimneys and vents. On siding, panels should fit tightly
together with even gaps for expansion. Nails should be driven straight and set to the correct
depth. Trim should match at corners and around windows. A good contractor takes time with
these details because they know that water and wind find every weak spot.

Hiring a roofing and siding contractor is a big decision. Knowing the right questions helps you
choose someone who does the job properly the first time. Whether you are dealing with a leak,
planning an update, or building new, understanding the process gives you confidence in your
choices.


