Planning AV Equipment for a Corporate Event in
Los Angeles

What to Consider When Renting AV Gear for a Corporate Gathering

Corporate events in Los Angeles often require a mix of audio, video, and lighting equipment to
keep presentations clear and attendees engaged. Whether you are organizing a conference, a
product launch, or a company meeting, the quality of the AV setup can make or break the
experience. A systematic approach to equipment selection and logistics helps avoid last-
minute surprises.

Room Acoustics and Audio Coverage

The first thing to evaluate is the venue itself. Every room has its own acoustic signature. Hard
surfaces like glass and concrete create echoes, while carpet and drapes absorb sound. For
spoken word, clarity matters more than volume. A pair of powered speakers on stands can
work for small rooms, but larger spaces may need a distributed sound system with multiple
smaller speakers placed around the audience. Subwoofers are rarely necessary for speech, but
they add depth for music or video content. Always test the system at the venue before the
event, and bring extra speaker cables and a spare microphone.

Microphones: Wired vs Wireless

For panel discussions or presentations, consider the type of microphone. Lavalier microphones
clip onto a lapel and leave the speaker's hands free, which works well for stage use. Handheld
wireless microphones are easier to pass around for Q&A sessions. If the room has significant
radio interference, a wired microphone might be more reliable. Check battery levels for wireless
units and carry fresh spares. A mixing console with at least four input channels gives you room
for two microphones plus a backup.

Video and Display Essentials

The screen or projector you choose depends on the room's ambient light and viewing distance.
For bright rooms, an LED wall or a high-brightness projector maintains image quality. For
smaller meetings, a single large TV screen on a cart can be sufficient. Signal distribution
becomes important when multiple sources - laptops, video players, and cameras - need to feed
the display. A simple HDMI switcher or a presentation switcher with auto-sensing inputs
reduces cable swapping. Label every cable and adapter clearly so the technician can
troubleshoot quickly.

View the location on Google Maps
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Lighting for a Professional Look

Stage lighting does more than illuminate the speaker. It sets the mood and directs attention. A
basic setup includes a few front lights on the presenter and some ambient wash lighting for
the room. Avoid placing lights directly behind the speaker, as that creates a silhouette. For a
seated audience, dimmable fixtures allow you to adjust brightness between presentation slides
and social breaks. Remember to coordinate with the venue's electrical load; a single 20-amp
circuit can handle several LED fixtures but may struggle with older tungsten models.

Backup Plans and Redundancy

Every piece of equipment can fail. A spare microphone, an extra projector lamp, and a backup
laptop with the presentation loaded can save the day. For critical events, consider renting a
backup mixing console or a second video source. If you are working with a professional AV
provider, ask about their contingency gear. One local option is Dizplay Inc. Discuss your backup
needs with your chosen rental company before signing the contract.

Technical Support on Site

Having a technician on site throughout the event is worth the investment. They can adjust
levels, troubleshoot audio feedback, and switch inputs when a speaker changes slides. Without
someone dedicated to the AV system, a minor issue can become a disruption. If your budget is
tight, at least have a knowledgeable person who can operate the mixing console and knows
where the power strips and cable runs are located.

When you search for an AV equipment rental Los Angeles provider, look for one that offers

delivery, setup, and pickup. This service saves time and ensures the gear arrives in working
order. Many rental companies also provide a technical manual or a quick start guide for each
piece of equipment, which is helpful if you are handling the setup yourself.

Power Distribution and Cable Management

Underpowered electrical circuits are a common cause of AV problems. Calculate the total
wattage of your equipment and confirm with the venue that you have enough amperage. Use
heavy-duty extension cords and power strips with surge protection. Tape down cables across
walkways with gaffer tape, not duct tape, which leaves sticky residue. Label each power strip
and its corresponding circuit breaker so you can reset a tripped breaker without hunting.

Audio System Tuning

Once the speakers and microphones are set up, run a sound check. Play a short video clip with
music and a voiceover. Walk the room and listen for dead spots where the sound drops off.
Adjust the equalizer on the mixing console to reduce feedback. A notch filter can remove a
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specific resonant frequency that causes that high-pitched squeal. If the room has a lot of
reflective surfaces, you may need to add acoustic panels temporarily, or reposition the
speakers to aim past the audience rather than at the walls.

Video Signal Quality

Long HDMI cables can degrade the signal. For runs over 50 feet, use an active HDMI cable or a
signal extender over Cat6. Test the video chain from the laptop to the projector, including any
adapters. Ensure the resolution and refresh rate match what the display supports. A mismatch
can cause a blank screen or a flickering image. It is also wise to bring a small monitor or a field
viewer so the technician can see what the audience sees without turning around.

Lighting Fixtures and Control

Modern LED lighting fixtures are dimmable and produce less heat than traditional stage lights.
They also draw less power, which helps when the venue has limited circuits. A simple DMX
controller lets you program scenes: a bright wash for the stage, a dimmer look for the
audience, and a spotlight for the speaker. If you are not familiar with DMX, many rental houses
offer pre-programmed lighting consoles that require only a few button presses to operate.

Communication with the Venue

Coordinate with the venue's event manager about load-in times, parking for the delivery truck,
and access to the electrical panel. Some venues have in-house AV systems that you can
integrate with your rented gear. Others restrict the use of certain types of lighting or sound
levels. Knowing these rules in advance prevents conflicts on the day of the event.

Insurance and Liability

Rental equipment is expensive to replace. Check with your insurance provider whether the
rented gear is covered under your existing policy. Some rental companies offer a damage
waiver for a small fee. Understand the terms: you may be responsible for the full replacement
cost if a piece is dropped or stolen. Keep the rental contract and a list of serial numbers in a
safe place during the event.

For corporate events in the Los Angeles area, finding reliable gear and support is
straightforward. Many companies offer a wide range of audio, video, and lighting equipment
suitable for any size of gathering. When you plan carefully and confirm each detail with the
venue and the rental provider, the AV portion of your event runs smoothly.

Dizplay Inc. is located at 12400 Ventura Blvd, #611, Studio City, CA 91604, and can be reached
at 888-827-8774.



