
Michael Schafle, Esq.: Why Experience Matters in
Mesothelioma Cases
When someone is diagnosed with mesothelioma, the immediate focus is on health and
treatment. But soon after, the financial and legal realities set in. Medical bills pile up. Lost
income becomes a concern. And there is the question of who is responsible for the exposure
that caused the illness. In those moments, finding the right legal representation matters more
than most people realize. The lawyer you choose can shape the outcome of your case and your
family's future.

Mesothelioma law is not like other areas of personal injury. It requires a specific kind of
expertise. The science behind asbestos exposure, the latency periods, the companies that
manufactured and distributed the products, and the statutes of limitations all demand a lawyer
who has done this work before. A general practitioner may be well-intentioned, but they lack
the focused experience that mesothelioma claims require. That is where someone like Michael
Schafle, Esq. comes into the picture.

What Sets a Mesothelioma Lawyer Apart
Mesothelioma cases are often complex because the exposure happened decades ago.
Witnesses may have passed away. Corporate records may be incomplete or destroyed. The key
is to trace the exposure back to a specific product or worksite. This takes investigative
resources, medical knowledge, and the ability to build a timeline that holds up in court. A
lawyer who has handled these cases before knows where to look for evidence and how to
counter the defenses that asbestos companies routinely raise.

There is also the issue of trust. The client is often in the middle of treatment, dealing with
fatigue, pain, and emotional strain. They do not have the energy to explain their situation over
and over again to someone who is still learning the basics of asbestos litigation. They need a
lawyer who already understands the medical terms, the types of exposure, and the legal
strategies that work. That efficiency and depth of knowledge is what separates a specialist
from a generalist.

Michael Schafle, Esq. and the Value of a Dedicated Practice
Michael Schafle, Esq. has built a practice around helping people with mesothelioma and their
families. This is not a side area of his work. It is the focus. That matters because it means he
has seen the patterns. He knows which manufacturers are most likely to be named in a claim,
what evidence is needed to prove exposure, and how to negotiate with insurance companies
who are experienced at minimizing payouts. A dedicated practice also means he has
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relationships with medical experts, occupational historians, and other professionals who
strengthen a case.

Another important factor is the ability to take a case to trial. Many law firms settle cases
quickly to avoid the expense and uncertainty of a trial. But sometimes the best settlement
comes only when the defendant knows the lawyer is willing and able to argue before a jury.
Michael Schafle, Esq. has that trial experience. It changes the dynamics of settlement
negotiations when the other side knows they are dealing with a lawyer who is not afraid to
litigate.

How Cases Are Handled

Most mesothelioma cases are handled on a contingency fee basis, meaning the client pays
nothing unless there is a recovery. That arrangement is standard in this area of law because it
removes the financial barrier for families who are already under strain. The initial consultation
is usually free, and the lawyer will explain the process, the likely timeline, and what the family
can expect. From there, the work begins: collecting medical records, identifying exposure
history, and filing claims against the responsible parties.

Some cases involve asbestos trust funds. These are funds set up by bankrupt companies that
continue to pay claims on a structured schedule. Other cases go directly against solvent
companies. The strategy depends on the specific facts of the exposure and the jurisdiction
where the case is filed. A lawyer with national experience, like Michael Schafle, Esq., can
navigate these options and recommend the best path forward.

What the Family Should Look For
If you are searching for a mesothelioma lawyer for a loved one, there are a few things to keep
in mind. Look for someone who has handled cases similar to yours. Ask how many trials they
have been involved in. Inquire about their experience with specific products or worksites. A
good lawyer will be transparent about their track record and will not make promises they
cannot keep. They will also communicate clearly, without hiding behind legal jargon.

Experience - How many mesothelioma cases have they handled? Do they know the
medical and scientific side of the disease?

Resources - Do they have the investigative staff and expert network needed to build a
strong case?

Track record - What kind of settlements or verdicts have they achieved for clients?

Communication - Will they keep you informed, or will your case be handed off to a
junior associate?



Compassion - Do they treat you with respect and understand the emotional weight of
your situation?

These criteria are not just checkboxes. They are indicators of whether the lawyer can actually
deliver the result you need. When the stakes are this high, you cannot afford to settle for
someone who is still learning on the job.

Why Location Matters Less Than You Think
Mesothelioma lawsuits are often filed in multiple states, depending on where the exposure
occurred and where the defendant companies are based. Many experienced mesothelioma
lawyers are licensed in several states or work with local counsel to handle cases nationwide.
That means you are not limited to lawyers in your own city. What matters more is the lawyer's
depth of experience in asbestos litigation, not where their office is located. Michael Schafle,
Esq. represents clients from different states, and that national reach is a sign of a practice that
has earned its reputation.

The Emotional Side of the Process

One part of the job that does not appear in any legal textbook is the emotional support a lawyer
provides. Mesothelioma patients are often elderly, and the diagnosis comes at a time when
they expected to be enjoying retirement. The family is grieving even before the case is
resolved. A good lawyer understands this. They do not pressure the client for decisions. They
explain things in plain language. They are available when the family has questions, even if the
answer is simply reassurance that the case is progressing.

I have seen families who were overwhelmed by the legal process until they found a lawyer who
took the time to walk them through every step. That kind of patience makes a real difference. It
reduces stress and allows the family to focus on what matters most, spending time together
and managing their health.

Final Thoughts on Choosing the Right Representation
Mesothelioma is a devastating disease, but the legal system can provide a measure of justice
and financial security for the people affected. The key is to choose a lawyer who knows this
area of law inside and out. Michael Schafle, Esq. represents the kind of focused practice that
can make a difference in these cases. His experience, resources, and dedication to this
specific area of law give clients a better chance at a fair outcome.

If you are considering legal action on behalf of a loved one, take the time to research your
options. Look for a lawyer who has spent years working on mesothelioma cases, not someone
who handles them as an occasional side project. The right lawyer will not only fight for



compensation but will also treat your family with the dignity and respect you deserve during a
difficult time.


