
Where to Buy Used Rotary Engine Parts for Your
Mazda Project

The Reality of Keeping a Rotary Alive
Anyone who has owned a Mazda with a rotary engine knows the feeling. The car is brilliant
when it runs, but when something goes wrong, the search for parts becomes a real test of
patience. New components from Mazda are either discontinued or priced at a premium that
makes no sense for a car that might be thirty or forty years old. That is where the secondary
market becomes essential, and where the decision to buy used rotary engine parts makes
practical sense.

I have been through this process more times than I care to count. My first RX-7 taught me that
a rotary engine is not like a piston engine. You cannot just grab parts from the local auto shop
and hope for the best. The rotors, the housings, the apex seals, the oil injectors - these are all
specific to the design. When you need to keep a project moving, learning where to find quality
used parts is half the battle.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uOCaFIh0J4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uOCaFIh0J4


For anyone in Australia, the challenge is compounded by geography. Shipping a complete
engine from overseas is expensive, and the risk of damage in transit is high. That is why a
specialist Mazda rotary wrecker in Melbourne, like Just Rotaries, becomes valuable. They
dismantle rotary-powered Mazdas and stock the used parts that keep these cars on the road. If
you are going to buy used rotary engine components, knowing the source matters.

What a Rotary Wrecker Actually Does
A wrecker is not just a scrapyard. A proper rotary wrecker buys whole cars that are beyond
economical repair, then systematically strips them down. Every part that can be reused is
cleaned, inspected, and catalogued. For the rotary community, this is a lifeline. Without these
operations, many RX-7s, RX-8s, and even rare Cosmos would have been scrapped years ago.

When you buy used rotary engine parts from a wrecker, you are getting components that were
removed from a car that ran at some point. That is different from buying a random engine on a
marketplace where the seller cannot tell you what it came out of. A wrecker like Just Rotaries
keeps records of what was dismantled, which model it was, and what condition the parts were
in when they came off the car.

I have bought a complete block from them before. It came out of a 1991 RX-7 that had been
rolled. The engine was still good, and the price was a fraction of what a rebuild would have
cost from scratch. That kind of deal is common if you know where to look.

https://justrotaries.com.au/


Models That Share Parts and Those That Do Not
One of the biggest mistakes people make when they buy used rotary engine parts is assuming
that one size fits all. The truth is more complicated. The 12A engine from an RX-3 uses
different rotors and housings than the 13B from an RX-7. The RX-8 uses a different oiling
system entirely. Even within the RX-7 line, the 1986 model and the 1993 model have significant
differences.

Here are some of the common Mazda rotary models and what you should know about their
parts:

RX-2 and RX-3: These use the 12A engine. Parts are getting scarce, but wrecker stock
still exists. The RX-3 shares some components with the early RX-7.

RX-7 (first generation): The 12A and later 13B engines. Many parts are
interchangeable with the RX-3 and some Cosmo models.

RX-7 (second and third generation): Almost entirely 13B. The later models have
different intake and exhaust porting, so check compatibility.



RX-8: The 13B-MSP Renesis engine. Unique to the RX-8. Do not assume RX-7 parts
will fit.

Cosmo, R100, R130, R360, R380, R390, R450, R500, R550: These are rarer. Parts for
these models often come only from specialist wreckers who have dismantled the few
that exist.

If you are working on a Cosmo or an R100, the supply of new parts is basically nonexistent.
Your only realistic option is to buy used rotary engine components and have them inspected or
rebuilt by someone who knows the platform.

What to Look for When You Buy Used Rotary Engine Parts
Not every used part is worth buying. Rotor housings wear out. Chrome plating can flake off.
Apex seals can chip. When you buy used rotary engine parts, you need to know what you are
looking at, or work with a supplier who will be honest about condition.

I always ask three questions before I buy anything:

1. What did this come out of? The model and year matter more than you think.

2. Why was the car dismantled? Was it a crash, a blown engine, or just a rusted body?

3. Has the part been tested? For an engine block, ask if it held compression before
removal.

A good wrecker will answer all of these. If they hesitate, walk away. I have learned that the hard
way, buying a "low mileage" engine that turned out to have a cracked housing. That mistake
cost me time and money, and it could have been avoided with better questions.



The Economics of Buying Used vs. Rebuilding
Rebuilding a rotary engine is expensive. A full rebuild with new seals, gaskets, and bearings
can cost thousands of dollars in parts alone, not including labour. If you are on a budget,
buying a complete used engine that still runs is often the smarter move. You get a known-good
core that you can drop in and drive, or strip for parts if you are rebuilding another engine.

I have done both. For my RX-8, I bought a used engine from a wrecker because the car was not
worth a full rebuild. The used engine ran well for two years before I sold the car. For my 1985
RX-7, I bought a core engine that needed work and rebuilt it myself. That cost more, but I
wanted the satisfaction of doing it right. Both approaches are valid, but they serve different
goals.

If you are in Melbourne, you can visit a wrecker in person and see the parts before you buy.
That is a huge advantage. You can inspect the rotor housing for wear, check the threads on the
bolts, and get a feel for the condition. Online buying is riskier, but many wreckers now offer
photos and detailed descriptions.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them
The biggest pitfall is buying a complete engine that looks good on the outside but has internal
damage. Rotaries are more forgiving than piston engines in some ways, but they are also more
sensitive to overheating and oil starvation. A engine that was run low on oil can have scored
rotors that make it junk.



Another mistake is buying parts for a model that was only sold in Japan. The R350 and R550,
for example, were not officially sold in Australia. Parts for them are rare, and even a specialist
wrecker may not have them. If you own one of these, you need to be prepared for a long
search.

Also, be careful about mixing parts from different years. Mazda made changes to the rotary
engine over time. A rotor from a 1986 RX-7 may fit into a 1990 housing, but the clearances may
be off. When you buy used rotary engine components, try to get them as a matched set from
the same car if possible.

Final Thoughts on the Used Rotary Market
The used rotary engine market is not huge, but it is active. People are still building RX-7s,
restoring RX-3s, and keeping RX-8s on the road. The key is knowing where to look and who to
trust. Specialist wreckers like Just Rotaries in Melbourne exist because the demand is there,
and because the alternative - buying new parts from Mazda or overseas - is often impractical.

If you are starting a rotary project or keeping one alive, learn the models, ask the right
questions, and be patient. The parts are out there. You just have to find them.


