
Where Flyscreens Work Best: Kitchens, Bedrooms,
and Balconies
Keeping insects out of a home without relying on chemical sprays or electric zappers is a
growing priority for many households. Flyscreens offer a simple, physical barrier that lets fresh
air flow while blocking mosquitoes, flies, wasps, and other pests. While the idea is
straightforward, the effectiveness of a flyscreen depends heavily on where it is placed and how
it is fitted. Kitchens, bedrooms, and balconies each have distinct needs, and understanding
those differences helps you choose the right solution.

How a Flyscreen Works
A flyscreen is a fine mesh stretched across an opening such as a window, door, or balcony
enclosure. The mesh size is small enough to stop most flying insects but large enough to allow
air movement and natural light. The screen is usually held in a frame that fits snugly into the
opening. Some screens are fixed, others are retractable or removable for cleaning or storage.

The key to a good flyscreen is a tight seal. Even a tiny gap around the edges can let insects
through. That is why made-to-measure screens, which are cut and fitted exactly to your
opening, tend to perform far better than off-the-shelf options that rely on adhesive tape or
velcro strips. A proper seal also means the screen stays in place during windy weather and
does not sag over time.

Flyscreens in the Kitchen
Kitchens attract insects because of food smells, warmth, and moisture. Flies, fruit flies, and
wasps are common visitors, especially during summer months when windows are left open for
ventilation. A flyscreen on a kitchen window allows you to keep the window open while cooking
without inviting pests inside.

The best position for a kitchen flyscreen is on a window that faces away from bins or compost
heaps, as those areas naturally draw more insects. If your kitchen has a back door that you
open frequently, a screen door is a practical upgrade. It lets you carry plates and ingredients in
and out without having to swat flies away.

One thing to keep in mind is grease and steam. Kitchen screens can accumulate cooking
residue over time, which reduces airflow and can attract more insects. Choose a screen that
can be easily removed and cleaned, or one with a mesh that resists grease buildup. Retractable
screens are convenient here because they can be pulled down only when the window is open,
keeping them cleaner for longer.



Flyscreens in the Bedroom
Bedrooms need screens that let in fresh night air while keeping out mosquitoes and other
biting insects. Sleep quality improves when a room is well ventilated, but nobody wants to
wake up covered in bites. A flyscreen on a bedroom window solves that problem.

Because bedrooms are private spaces, the appearance of the screen matters more than in
other rooms. A messy or sagging screen can spoil the look of a room. Retractable screens are
a good choice here: they roll away into a cassette when not needed, leaving the window clear
and the room tidy. They also allow you to open the window fully during the day without a
screen in the way.

If you sleep with the window open at night, check that the screen is fitted on the inside of the
window frame. An external screen can be damaged by rain or wind, and it is harder to reach for
cleaning. Internal screens stay protected and are easy to wipe down with a damp cloth.

Flyscreens on Balconies
Balconies present a different challenge. They are semi-outdoor spaces where insects can
gather, especially if the balcony overlooks a garden, a park, or water. Balcony insect screens
are designed to enclose the balcony area so you can sit outside without being bothered by
flies, wasps, or mosquitoes.

Unlike window screens, balcony screens often cover a large opening and need to withstand
wind and weather. A fixed mesh panel is one option, but it can block the view and feel
permanent. Retractable balcony screens are a more flexible alternative. They roll down when
you want to use the balcony and roll up when you do not. This keeps the space open and airy
while still providing protection when needed.

Another consideration is privacy. Balcony insect screens can double as a privacy screen if you
choose a mesh with a tighter weave or a darker colour. This is useful if your balcony faces a
busy street or neighbouring flats. Just be aware that a tighter weave reduces airflow slightly, so
on very hot days you might prefer a more open mesh.

For balconies that are used for dining, a screen helps keep food safe from insects without
having to retreat indoors. The same principle applies to conservatories and garden rooms: a
screen around the perimeter lets you enjoy the space without the nuisance of bugs.

Where Else Flyscreens Make Sense
Beyond kitchens, bedrooms, and balconies, flyscreens are useful in several other areas.
Conservatories and garden rooms are often built with large glass panels and sliding doors.



Without screens, these spaces can become insect traps, especially in spring and summer. A
retractable screen fitted to the door or window allows you to open the room fully to the garden
while keeping bugs out.

Offices and home workspaces also benefit from flyscreens. If you work near an open window, a
screen prevents distractions from buzzing insects and keeps the room ventilated. Restaurants
with outdoor seating areas sometimes use balcony insect screens to create a pest-free dining
experience for customers. Pool enclosures are another common application: a screen around
the pool area keeps flies and wasps away from swimmers and loungers.

When choosing a screen for any of these spaces, think about how often the opening is used. A
screen that has to be taken down and put up each time is inconvenient. Retractable systems,
such as those offered by Gozito, are designed for frequent use. They operate smoothly and can
be installed on doors, windows, and balcony openings of various sizes.

Practical Tips for Choosing and Using Flyscreens

Measure Carefully

The most common mistake is buying a screen that is slightly too small or too large. Measure
the width and height of the opening at several points, as frames are not always perfectly
square. Use the smallest measurement to ensure a snug fit.

Consider the Mesh Material

Most screens use fibreglass, aluminium, or polyester mesh. Fibreglass is strong and resistant
to tearing, but it can irritate skin. Aluminium mesh is durable and fire-resistant, but it can dent.
Polyester is lightweight and easy to clean, but it may stretch over time. Choose a material that
matches your climate and how often you plan to use the screen.

Check the Mesh Size

Standard insect screens have a mesh size of around 1.2 millimetres. This stops most flies and
mosquitoes. If you live in an area with very small insects such as midges or sandflies, look for
a finer mesh around 0.8 millimetres. The trade-off is that a finer mesh reduces airflow and light
slightly.

Think About Retraction

Fixed screens are fine for windows that are rarely opened. For doors, sliding doors, and balcony
openings, a retractable screen is far more practical. Gozito makes retractable flyscreens that
roll away into a cassette when not in use. This keeps the opening clear and the screen
protected from dust and damage.

https://gozito.co.uk/


Clean Regularly

Dust and pollen can build up on the mesh, reducing airflow and making the screen less
effective. A gentle wash with soapy water and a soft brush once a month is usually enough.
Avoid using high-pressure water or abrasive cleaners, which can damage the mesh.

What Flyscreens Mean for Your Home
Installing flyscreens in the right places changes how you use your home. A kitchen window
that stays open all summer without flies is a small luxury. A bedroom that stays cool at night
without mosquitoes is a relief. A balcony that becomes a usable outdoor room rather than a
bug zone extends your living space.

Flyscreens are not a substitute for good hygiene or proper pest control, but they are a reliable,
chemical-free first line of defence. They let you enjoy fresh air without the annoyance of
insects, and they work silently in the background all season long. Whether you choose fixed
screens for seldom-used windows or retractable systems for busy doors and balconies, the
right screen makes a noticeable difference to your comfort.


