Understanding Solitaire, Halo and Three Stone
Engagement Rings

Choosing the Right Engagement Ring Style

Selecting an engagement ring is a deeply personal decision, and the style of the ring sets the
tone for the entire piece. Three of the most popular engagement ring designs are the solitaire,
the halo, and the three stone ring. Each offers a distinct look and feel, and understanding their
differences helps you make a choice that suits both your partner’s taste and your budget. This
guide breaks down what each style offers, how it works, and what to keep in mind when
comparing them.

The Solitaire Setting: Timeless Simplicity

The solitaire setting is the classic choice. It features a single center stone held in place by a
prong setting, typically four or six prongs. The focus is entirely on the diamond itself, with no
side stones or extra detailing to distract the eye. This makes the solitaire an excellent option
for those who want a clean, elegant look that never goes out of style.

One of the main advantages of a solitaire is its versatility. The band width and ring profile can
be customized to complement the hand shape and the diamond’s size. A thinner band, for
example, can make the center stone appear larger, while a thicker band offers more durability.
The prong setting also allows maximum light to enter the diamond, enhancing its brilliance and
fire. However, because the center stone is the only focal point, its quality becomes even more
critical. You will want to prioritize cut, clarity, and color when selecting a diamond for a solitaire
ring.

Another practical consideration is that solitaires are generally easier to resize and repair than
more complex designs. If you are looking for a ring that can be passed down through
generations, the solitaire’s straightforward construction makes it a durable and adaptable
choice. That said, the center stone is more exposed than in other settings, so it may be slightly
more prone to snagging or damage during everyday wear.



The Halo Setting: Extra Sparkle and Presence

A halo setting surrounds the center diamond with a circle of smaller diamonds. This creates a
ring that appears larger and more brilliant than a solitaire of the same center stone weight. The
halo can be round, square, or shaped to match the center stone, and it works well with both
round and fancy-shaped diamonds like cushion or oval cuts.

The halo adds a layer of complexity to the ring’s design. The smaller diamonds in the halo are
usually set with prongs or a pave band technique, which can create a continuous shimmering
effect. Some halo rings also include a pave band, where small diamonds line the shank, further
amplifying the sparkle. This is a popular choice for those who want a ring with a lot of visual
impact without necessarily increasing the carat weight of the center stone.

One trade-off is that the halo can make the ring feel more substantial on the finger. The extra
diamonds also require more maintenance, as they can collect dirt and need occasional
tightening. Cleaning a halo ring at home is straightforward with a soft brush and mild soap, but
professional inspections are recommended to ensure the small stones remain secure. For
many buyers, the added brilliance and the ability to make a smaller center stone look larger
make the halo a compelling option.



The Three Stone Ring: Symbolism and Balance

The three stone ring features a center diamond flanked by two smaller side stones. This design
is often said to represent the past, present, and future of a relationship, making it a meaningful
choice for an engagement. The side stones can be diamonds or gemstones, and they are
typically set in a prong setting or a shared-prong design that aligns the stones seamlessly.

Three stone rings offer a balanced, substantial look. The side stones add width to the ring’s
profile, which can be flattering on the hand. They also provide extra sparkle without the full
coverage of a halo. Because the center stone is still the primary focus, the three stone design
allows you to choose a center stone of slightly lower carat weight while still achieving a
significant overall diamond weight. The side stones can be matched in size and shape for a
symmetrical look, or chosen in different cuts for a more unique appearance.

When shopping for a three stone ring, pay attention to the total carat weight and the proportion
between the center stone and the side stones. A common ratio is for the center stone to be
about twice the weight of each side stone, but personal preference plays a large role. The ring
profile should also be considered: a lower profile sits closer to the finger and is less likely to
snag, while a higher profile may allow more light under the stones. The three stone design is
also well-suited for those who want a ring that can be upgraded later by replacing the center
stone with a larger one, since the side stones provide a natural frame.



Comparing the Three Styles

Each of these popular engagement ring_designs has its own strengths. The solitaire is the

most understated and timeless, ideal for someone who values simplicity and wants the
diamond to speak for itself. The halo is for those who love maximum sparkle and a larger-
looking ring without a higher carat weight. The three stone ring offers a meaningful design with
balanced proportions and a substantial feel.

Consider your partner’s lifestyle and daily activities. A solitaire with a high prong setting may
catch on clothing more easily than a lower-set three stone ring. A halo ring, with its many small
stones, may require more frequent checks for loose diamonds. A three stone ring can be a
good middle ground: it has side stones but not as many as a halo, and the center stone is still
the star.

Also think about the band width and the overall ring profile. A wider band can make the ring
feel more substantial, while a narrower band can make the center stone appear larger. The ring
profile affects comfort and how the ring sits next to a wedding band. Many buyers choose a
bridal set that includes both an engagement ring and a wedding band designed to fit together
seamlessly.
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Practical Tips for Choosing

When you visit a jeweler, try on examples of each style. See how they look on your hand and
how they feel. Pay attention to how the ring catches the light and how the center stone
interacts with the side stones or halo. Ask about the durability of the setting and the ease of
future repairs or resizing.

For a solitaire, evaluate the cut of the center diamond carefully. For a halo, examine the quality
of the small diamonds in the halo and on the band. For a three stone ring, check that the side
stones match in color and clarity to avoid a mismatched look. A good jeweler will provide a
grading report for the center diamond and should be able to show you the ring under
magnification so you can inspect the setting and the stones.

Finally, think about your long-term plans. A solitaire is easy to clean and maintain, and it can be
passed down with little alteration. A halo or three stone ring may require more upkeep but
offers a more intricate design that can be a conversation piece. Whichever you choose, make
sure the ring is comfortable for everyday wear and fits securely.

The decision between solitaire, halo, and three stone engagement rings ultimately comes down
to personal style and priorities. By understanding what each design offers and how it works,
you can make an informed choice that you and your partner will love for a lifetime.



