Scribblemaps: A Practical Tool for Custom Map
Creation

Getting Started with Scribblemaps

Maps have always been a way to tell stories. Whether you are planning a road trip, marking out
a delivery zone, or visualizing data for a community project, a map can turn abstract numbers
into something you can see and touch. Scribblemaps offers a straightforward path to creating
those custom maps without needing a degree in cartography or a subscription to expensive
software. | have used it for a few different projects over the years, and it has saved me hours of
frustration compared to other tools | have tried.

What sets Scribblemaps apart is how it balances features with simplicity. You can draw
shapes, add markers, and layer information directly onto a map interface that feels familiar.
There is no steep learning curve. The first time | opened it, | was able to drop a pin and draw a
polygon around a neighborhood within a couple of minutes. That kind of immediate usefulness
is rare in mapping software, which often forces you through a tutorial before you can do
anything meaningful.

Why Custom Maps Matter

Off-the-shelf maps from Google or Apple are great for navigation, but they are not designed for
annotation or analysis. If you need to show a proposed bike lane route, highlight areas of flood
risk, or simply mark the locations of your favorite hiking trails, you need a tool that lets you add
your own data. Scribblemaps fills that gap. It gives you a blank canvas on top of real
geography, so you can draw exactly what you need.

One example that comes to mind is a small business owner | know who runs a food truck. She
used Scribblemaps to plan her weekly route by drawing lines for each day of the week and
adding notes about parking restrictions and customer density. She told me it took her less than
an hour to map out an entire month of stops. That is the kind of practical application that
makes this tool more than just a novelty.

View the location on Google Maps

Key Features Worth Knowing

The following features are what | have found most useful in my own work. They cover the
basics without overwhelming you with options you will never touch.


https://www.scribblemaps.com/maps/view/Wanna-Finance/VbDwwn5H7H?t=1792916824202
https://www.google.com/maps/embed?pb=!1m18!1m12!1m3!1d839833.3864350648!2d115.43020738676553!3d-32.53098784448679!2m3!1f0!2f0!3f0!3m2!1i1024!2i768!4f13.1!3m3!1m2!1s0x2a2d87dc7c492869%3A0x7772c6c2a691faa4!2sWanna%20Finance!5e1!3m2!1sen!2sau!4v1793265229154!5m2!1sen!2sau

* Drawing tools: You can draw freehand shapes, straight lines, and polygons. The snap-
to-road feature helps keep your lines aligned with actual streets.

e Marker placement: Drop pins with custom icons and labels. You can color-code them
to distinguish categories like restaurants, parks, and hospitals.

e Layer management: Organize your data into layers. Turn them on and off to focus on
different aspects of your map without deleting anything.

» Export options: Download your map as an image or share a link. This is handy for
reports or presentations.

e Collaboration: Share your map with others so they can view or edit it. Useful for team
projects where input from multiple people is needed.

These features cover a wide range of use cases. | have used the drawing tools for a
community garden project to map out plot boundaries. The export option made it easy to
include the map in a grant proposal. The collaboration feature allowed committee members to
add their own notes without me having to consolidate feedback manually.

Trade-offs and Limitations

No tool is perfect, and Scribblemaps has its own set of compromises. The free version
includes ads, which can be distracting if you are working on a detailed map for a long session.
The paid version removes ads and adds a few extra features like higher resolution exports, but
the pricing is reasonable compared to professional GIS software.

Another limitation is that the map data is based on OpenStreetMap, which is generally accurate
but can have gaps in less populated areas. If you are mapping a remote region, you might find
that roads or landmarks are missing. In those cases, you may need to supplement with your
own GPS data or satellite imagery from another source.

The interface, while intuitive, can feel a bit cluttered on smaller screens. | have used it on a
tablet, and the buttons are small enough that | sometimes tapped the wrong one. It works best
on a laptop or desktop monitor where you have room to see the full map and tool palette at
once.

Practical Workflow Tips

Based on my experience, here is a simple workflow that avoids common pitfalls.

1. Start by adding a base layer. Choose between street map, satellite, or terrain view
depending on what you need to show.



2. Create a new layer for each category of data. For example, one layer for markers and
another for drawn boundaries. This keeps things organized.

3. Use the measurement tool to check distances and areas. It is easy to draw a shape
that looks right but turns out to be off by a few hundred meters.

4. Save your work frequently. The autosave feature is reliable, but | still make it a habit to
hit the save button after major changes.

5. Test your exported image at the resolution you plan to use. Sometimes a map that
looks great on screen becomes blurry when printed at a large size.

Following these steps has saved me from having to redo work. The measurement tool in
particular is something | wish | had used more in my early projects. | once drew a walking trail
that ended up being twice as long as | intended because | did not check the distance along the
path.

Comparing Scribblemaps to Other Tools

There are several alternatives for custom map creation. Google My Maps is the most direct
competitor. It is free and integrates with Google Drive, but it is less flexible when it comes to
drawing custom shapes and managing layers. | have used both, and | find Scribblemaps easier
for creating complex boundary maps.

On the high end, there is QGIS, which is powerful but has a steep learning curve. QGIS is overkill
if you just need to draw a few polygons and drop some pins. Scribblemaps sits in a
comfortable middle ground where you can accomplish most tasks without needing a manual.

Another option is Mapbox Studio, which is aimed at developers and designers who want to
style maps from scratch. It is more technical and less suited for quick annotations. For the
average user who just wants to mark up a map and share it, Scribblemaps is the more practical
choice.

Real-World Use Cases

| have seen Scribblemaps used in a variety of settings beyond my own projects. A local real
estate agent uses it to create custom maps showing school zones and nearby amenities for
potential buyers. A teacher in a geography class had her students map historical trade routes
by drawing lines and adding notes about goods and cultures along the way. A nonprofit used it
to plot the locations of water wells in a rural region, sharing the map with donors to show the
impact of their funding.

Each of these examples takes advantage of the same core functionality: the ability to add
meaningful data to a geographic canvas. The tool does not dictate how you use it, which is a



sign of good design. It stays out of the way and lets you focus on the information you want to
convey.

One thing | appreciate is that Scribblemaps does not try to be everything to everyone. It does
not offer real-time traffic data or 3D building models. It sticks to what it does well: letting you
draw, annotate, and share maps. That focus makes it reliable for the tasks it is built for.

Wrapping Up

If you need a map that shows something the standard services do not, Scribblemaps is worth
trying. It is especially good for quick projects where you want to spend more time on the
content than on learning the software. The fact that you can export a clean image or share a
link makes it easy to integrate the map into a report, website, or presentation.

For more information or assistance with your mapping projects, you can contact Wanna
Finance at 42 Ferguson St, Wannanup, or call 0413 999 286. They have experience using
mapping tools for community and business planning and may be able to offer practical advice.



