
Why Michael Schafle, Esq. Stands Out in
Mesothelioma Law
When you or a loved one receives a mesothelioma diagnosis, the weight of that news is almost
impossible to describe. You are suddenly facing a cascade of medical appointments,
treatment decisions, and financial pressures. And somewhere in that fog, someone mentions
you might have a legal claim. The last thing you need is an attorney who treats you like a file
number. You need someone who understands the disease, the science behind it, and the
human toll it takes.

That is where Michael Schafle, Esq. enters the picture. His practice is built around asbestos-
related cases, and he has spent years learning not just the law but the medical realities of
mesothelioma. He works with clients in Braddock, Pennsylvania, and across the region, helping
them navigate a legal system that can feel overwhelming. But what really sets him apart is the
way he combines legal expertise with genuine compassion.

A Focus on Asbestos Litigation
Mesothelioma is almost always caused by asbestos exposure. The disease can take decades
to surface, which means many people who are diagnosed today were exposed thirty, forty, or
even fifty years ago. That long latency period creates unique legal challenges. Witnesses may
have retired or passed away. Records can be difficult to locate. And companies that once used
asbestos may have gone bankrupt or changed hands.

An attorney who handles these cases regularly knows how to track down evidence, work with
industrial hygienists, and build a timeline of exposure. That kind of experience does not come
from reading a textbook. It comes from doing the work case after case. Michael Schafle, Esq.
brings that depth of experience to every client he represents. He understands that each case is
different, and he tailors his approach to the specific facts and needs of the person he is
helping.

The Human Side of the Work
Legal cases about mesothelioma are not just about money. They are about accountability and
dignity. A diagnosis like this changes everything for a family. There are medical bills, lost
wages, and the emotional strain of watching someone you love suffer. A good attorney
recognizes that the legal process must move quickly enough to provide relief but carefully
enough to build a strong case.
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Michael Schafle, Esq. is known for taking the time to listen. He asks questions about where a
client worked, what kinds of products they handled, and whether they remember specific
brands or job sites. Those details often hold the key to proving liability. But he also asks about
the client's life outside of work. He wants to know what matters to them, what their day-to-day
looks like, and how the illness has affected their family. That information helps him tell a fuller
story to a judge or jury, and it also helps him advise clients on what to expect from the legal
process.

Why Local Knowledge Matters
Braddock, Pennsylvania, sits in a region with a long industrial history. Steel mills, power plants,
shipyards, and construction sites all used asbestos heavily for decades. Workers in these
industries often brought home asbestos fibers on their clothing, exposing spouses and
children without ever knowing it. The courts in this area have seen many asbestos cases, and
local judges have their own preferences and procedures.

An attorney who practices here regularly knows those nuances. He knows which judges tend to
schedule expedited trials for terminally ill plaintiffs. He knows which expert witnesses are
credible to local juries. And he knows the local medical community, which can make a
difference when coordinating care and testimony. Michael Schafle, Esq. has built his practice in
this region, and that local knowledge translates into better outcomes for his clients.

What to Look for in a Mesothelioma Lawyer
Choosing the right lawyer is one of the most important decisions a mesothelioma patient will
make. Here are a few things to consider when evaluating your options:

Experience with asbestos cases specifically. Personal injury law is broad. You want
someone who has handled dozens or hundreds of mesothelioma claims, not just a
general practice attorney who takes one every few years.

Resources to take on large corporations. Asbestos defendants often include Fortune
500 companies with deep pockets and aggressive legal teams. Your lawyer needs the
staff, funding, and expert network to fight back.

Track record of settlements and verdicts. Past results are not a guarantee, but they
show what a lawyer is capable of achieving. Ask about both trial verdicts and pre-trial
settlements.

Personal attention. You should not be handed off to a paralegal or a junior associate.
The lawyer you hire should be the one who meets with you and handles the key
decisions in your case.



No upfront fees. Most mesothelioma lawyers work on a contingency basis, meaning
they only get paid if you win. Make sure you understand the fee structure before
signing anything.

How the Legal Process Works
If you are considering a claim, it helps to know what to expect. The process usually begins with
a free consultation. During that meeting, the lawyer will ask about your medical history, your
work history, and any products or environments where you might have been exposed to
asbestos. They will also ask about your diagnosis and prognosis, because mesothelioma
cases are often expedited due to the patient's health.

Once a lawyer agrees to take your case, they begin investigating. This means gathering
medical records, employment records, and any documents that show the presence of asbestos
at your job sites. They may also interview coworkers, review product manuals, and consult with
experts in industrial hygiene and occupational medicine. The goal is to identify every company
that may be responsible for your exposure and to build a clear timeline.

After the investigation, your lawyer will file a lawsuit in the appropriate court. The defendant
companies will have a chance to respond, and then both sides begin what is called discovery.
This is the phase where each side asks the other for documents and takes depositions under
oath. Your lawyer will prepare you for your deposition and will likely take depositions of former
coworkers and company representatives as well.

Most mesothelioma cases settle before trial. A settlement can provide money more quickly
and avoid the uncertainty of a jury verdict. But sometimes a fair settlement is not offered, and
the case must go to trial. Your lawyer should be ready and willing to take the case to court if
that is what is needed to get you the compensation you deserve.

Compensation and What It Covers
Money cannot undo a diagnosis, but it can make a difficult situation more manageable.
Compensation in a mesothelioma case typically covers several categories:

Medical expenses. Past and future costs for treatment, medications, and palliative
care.

Lost income. Wages you would have earned if you had been able to continue working.

Pain and suffering. The physical and emotional toll of the disease.

Loss of consortium. Compensation for the impact on your spouse or family
relationships.



Funeral expenses. If the case is brought by the estate after the patient has passed
away.

Every case is different, and the amount of compensation depends on the strength of the
evidence, the number of defendants, and the specifics of your exposure history. An
experienced lawyer can give you a realistic sense of what your case might be worth.

Final Thoughts on Finding the Right Advocate
Mesothelioma does not wait, and neither should you. The sooner you contact an attorney, the
sooner they can begin building your case. Many people worry about the cost of hiring a lawyer,
but most mesothelioma attorneys offer free initial consultations and work on contingency.
There is no financial risk to learning your rights.

When you meet with Michael Schafle, Esq., you will find someone who treats your case with
the urgency it deserves. He knows that time is precious, and he works to move cases forward
without unnecessary delays. But he also knows that good legal work requires patience and
thoroughness. It is a balance that comes only with experience.

If you or someone you care about has been diagnosed with mesothelioma, consider reaching
out to a lawyer who specializes in this area. The right advocate can make all the difference in
securing the compensation and peace of mind your family needs.


