If you're moving soon, selling your couch can feel like one more task on an already crowded list. The usual trouble
is timing: people wait until packing is underway, then discover the couch is hard to price, awkward to move, or too
large for the new apartment. Buyers have their own schedules, and a sofa that has to be gone tomorrow often

attracts low offers—or no offers at all.

The fix is to make the decision early, before you're surrounded by boxes. Start by measuring the new apartment
and the route into it. Then decide whether to keep, store, sell, donate, or replace the couch. If selling is the right

call, list it several weeks ahead, use clear photos and dimensions, and be realistic on price.

Start With the New Apartment, Not the Couch Listing

Before we talk about sofas, what is the narrowest doorway on the route into your new place? Measure it. | keep a
tape measure in my car because the details that seem minor during a showing—an elevator opening, a stair

landing, a tight hallway turn—can determine whether a couch makes it inside.

Measure the apartment itself, too. Check the living room'’s usable length and width, but also note windows, doors,
radiators, built-ins, and the path people will need to walk through the room. A couch can technically fit along a

wall and still make the space feel cramped or block access to a balcony.

Measure the whole route in

Write down measurements for the narrowest points from the building entrance to the living room. Depending on

the building, that may include:

® Entry and interior door widths and heights

¢ Hallway width and ceiling height

e Stairwell width, landings, and turns

® Elevator door opening and interior dimensions

® Any sharp turn between the entrance and the room



Ask the building manager about elevator reservations, move-in hours, loading zones, and any requirements for

protecting walls or floors. A couch that fits the apartment but can’t get through the building is not a good fit.

Measure the couch, including its awkward parts

Measure the couch’s width, depth, and height. Include the arms and the back, and check whether the legs or
cushions come off. For a sectional, measure each piece separately and note how the pieces connect. If you can,
compare the couch’'s measurements with the route’'s measurements rather than relying on a rough visual

estimate.

Some couches can be tilted or turned to pass through an opening, but don't assume that will work. Shape, arm
height, and turning space matter. When there’s any doubt, ask the mover or building manager before moving day.

“It will probably fit" is not a plan—it's how a manageable move turns into a costly problem.

Decide: Keep, Store, Sell, Donate, or Replace

Once you know what fits, make a clear decision. Don't move a bulky item just because you already own it. A couch
that works in a larger home may dominate a small apartment, block a walkway, or cost more to move than it's
worth.

Option Best when Check before deciding Keep The couch fits the room and route, suits your needs, and is in good
condition. Will it leave enough space for walking, doors, and other furniture? Store You expect to use it again and
have a realistic plan for when and where. Compare storage, transport, and handling costs with the couch’s value.
Sell You don't need it in the next place and want to recover some money. Can you list it early and arrange pickup
before moving week? Donate It's usable, but selling it isn't worth the time or coordination. Confirm the
organization accepts that type and condition of furniture. Replace later You're unsure what the new room needs or

the couch won't suit the layout. Plan a temporary seating option rather than buying a replacement too soon.

Think about scale and visual weight

In a small room, the couch’s visual weight can matter as much as its footprint. A deep, dark sofa with thick arms
may make the room feel crowded even if it technically fits. A lower-profile couch, slimmer arms, exposed legs, or a

lighter color can make a compact space feel more open.

Consider how the couch relates to the rest of the room: the amount of floor it covers, its height against the
windows, and whether it blocks natural light or sightlines. Measure the space and mark out the couch’s footprint
with painter’s tape if you can. That simple test gives you a better sense of scale than trying to picture it from a

listing photo.

When to List a Couch for Sale

If you want to avoid a last-minute scramble, list several weeks ahead. Four to six weeks before the move is a useful
starting point for a couch you're willing to sell. That gives you time to answer questions, coordinate pickup, and
adjust the price if interest is slow. For a distinctive, higher-priced, or harder-to-move piece, give yourself more

time.

Pick a deadline for when you want the couch gone. For example, if movers arrive on a Friday, aim to have the
couch sold and picked up the weekend before. Keep a backup plan—such as donation pickup or a local removal

service—so you're not forced to solve the problem on moving day.



A listing posted just a few days before your move gives buyers little time to arrange transportation. It also puts
pressure on you to accept an offer that may be far below the couch’s value. Early timing gives you choices; late

timing takes them away.

How to Make a Facebook Marketplace Couch Listing Work

Facebook Marketplace can help you reach local buyers who can arrange pickup, but the listing needs to answer
the questions people will ask anyway. A strong facebook marketplace couch post includes the dimensions,

condition, location, pickup window, and clear photos.

Use a specific title and honest description

Write a title that tells buyers what the item is, rather than using a vague phrase like “nice couch.” Include the style
or configuration when you know it, such as “Three-seat fabric sofa” or “Gray sectional with chaise.” In the
description, explain the condition accurately. Mention stains, scratches, pet exposure, odors, sagging, or missing

parts. Don't hide flaws; a buyer who discovers one at pickup may walk away.

Include the couch’'s measurements and whether the legs or cushions come off. State whether the buyer needs to
bring help, a vehicle, or tools. Be clear about the pickup location and the hours you can accommodate. If you live

in an apartment building, mention stairs or elevator access without posting private entry details publicly.

Take photos that help a buyer decide

* Take pictures in good natural light, with the couch shown from the front and sides.

® Photograph the back and any damage or wear.

Include a close-up of the fabric, cushions, and labels if useful.

Clear clutter from around the couch so its size is easy to judge.

Use a photo with a familiar object nearby only as a visual aid—not as a substitute for measurements.

Buyers want to know what they are picking up. A clean, well-lit photo and a complete description can prevent a

long thread of basic questions and help the right person make a decision.

Be Realistic on Price

It's normal to remember what you paid for the couch, but buyers are comparing what's available now—not the
original receipt. Condition, age, brand, fabric, style, local demand, and the effort required to pick it up all affect the
price. Check comparable local listings, including how long they have been posted and whether they appear to be

getting interest.

Be realistic on price from the start. A price that is too high can leave the couch sitting until your moving date gets
close, when you have less leverage. If you're comfortable with offers, set the asking price with a little room to
negotiate, but decide your lowest acceptable amount in advance. If your priority is a firm pickup date, a fair price

may be more valuable than holding out for a few extra dollars.

If the listing has little interest after several days, improve the photos or details and consider a price rentdeals.com
adjustment. As moving day approaches, weigh the likely sale amount against the time and risk of continuing to

wait. Your goal is not just to sell the couch; it's to have a workable plan for getting it out of the apartment.

Plan Pickup Safely and Avoid Moving-Day Surprises


https://www.rentdeals.com/blog/downsizing-to-a-smaller-apartment-what-to-do-with-your-furniture/

Agree on a pickup date and time in writing. Confirm that the buyer has measured their vehicle and understands
the couch’s dimensions, building access, and whether they need another person to lift it. Don't promise that a

couch will be carried down a particular stairwell until you have checked the route and any building rules.

Keep communication on the platform when practical, and be cautious with unusual payment arrangements,
overpayment claims, or requests to share verification codes. Follow the platform’s current guidance for payments
and local transactions. Don't share sensitive personal information or allow a buyer to enter areas of your home

you don't need to use for the pickup.

Before the buyer arrives, clear the path and protect walls and floors. If they cancel or fail to show, contact the next

interested person and use your backup plan. Don't let a missed appointment push the whole decision into the

final days before your move.

A Simple Couch-Sale Timeline

1. Four to six weeks before moving: Measure the new room, the couch, and the route in. Ask the building

about moving rules.

2. Three to five weeks before moving: Decide whether to keep, store, sell, donate, or replace it. If selling, take
photos and post a complete listing.

3. Two to three weeks before moving: Respond to buyers, confirm pickup details, and adjust the price if the

listing is not getting interest.
4. About one week before moving: Have the couch picked up or confirm your donation or removal backup.

5. Before move day: Recheck the apartment and building access plan for any furniture you are taking.

The Bottom Line

The fastest way to sell a couch is to avoid making the sale a last-minute emergency. Measure the apartment first,

then measure the couch and every tight point along the route. Think about whether its size and visual weight will



work in the new room, and choose deliberately between keeping, storing, selling, donating, or replacing it.

If selling makes sense, list several weeks ahead, include honest details and useful photos, and be realistic on price.
A clear pickup plan and a backup option can turn a bulky moving problem into one less thing to worry about—

well before the final three days.



