
When it comes to online slots, nothing frustrates players more than unclear or wordy instructions. The gaming
experience should be smooth from the moment users land on a slot page. This means that the microcopy—the
small pieces of text guiding players—must serve as an invisible coach, helping players quickly understand how to
play, spot bonus symbols, or navigate special features without breaking flow.

MrQ, a leading UK-facing casino platform (visit mrq.com), has become a standout example of how to streamline
slot instructions through smart microcopy. They’ve married clear imperatives with consistent terminology, all while
respecting mobile interface constraints to deliver fast, friendly guidance.

Why Microcopy is the Grammar of Online Slots
If you think about any slot game as a language, the rules, symbols, and player actions form the “vocabulary.”
Microcopy acts as the grammar—it shapes how players interpret the language of the game. Without concise,
direct instructions, players can feel lost or overwhelmed by the game mechanics.

MrQ’s approach emphasizes that slot page text isn’t just decorative; it’s functional. Each phrase must actively
move the player forward. For example, "Spin now!" works better than vague labels like "Start" or "OK" that clutter
the interface without meaning.

Lessons from Cumberland Council’s Plain English Guidance

MrQ also takes inspiration from broader principles of good online communication. The Cumberland Council’s plain
English guidelines offer valuable advice that aligns perfectly with casino content needs:

Use short, familiar words.

Favor active verbs over passive voice.

Break information into digestible chunks.

Be direct: tell users exactly what they must do.

Applying these principles helps MrQ craft instructions that don’t just inform, but feel intuitive and approachable.

Imperative Verbs: The Power Tools of Slot Instructions
One hallmark of MrQ’s microcopy is the use of imperative verbs—commands that invite the player to act
immediately. Verbs like "spin," "tap," "select," "collect," and "claim" compress complex game mechanics into
simple instructions.

For example, instead of lengthy explanations about paylines or betting levels, MrQ’s game pages use crisp
commands such as:



"Tap the bet size to adjust your stake." "Spin now to trigger the bonus round."

This approach respects user attention and works especially well within mobile constraints where screen real estate
is limited.

Compressing Mechanics into Actions

Some slot games have multiple layers like cascading reels, wild substitutions, or free spins triggers. MrQ’s
copywriters shrink these layered mechanics into straightforward verbs:

"Match": for payline symbol matches

"Trigger": for bonus rounds or special features

"Collect": for winnings or bonus payouts

This compression not only clarifies player goals but also maintains a brisk pace, crucial for retaining engagement.



Consistent Terminology Across Screens
Another essential tactic MrQ employs is consistency. Slot interfaces often have multiple layers—main game screen,
info pages, paytable breakdowns, and bonus round overlays. To avoid confusing players, MrQ keeps terminology
stable across all these touchpoints.

Slot Screen Element MrQ Terminology Example Usage Main Spin Button Spin "Tap Spin to start." Bonus Symbol
Bonus Symbol "Land 3 Bonus Symbols to trigger free spins." Win Collection Collect "Collect your winnings now."
Bet Adjustment Adjust Bet "Use the arrows to adjust your bet."

Notice the avoidance of synonyms that sound similar but confuse ("select" vs. "pick"). This consistency reduces
cognitive load and improves task success rates.

Designing for Mobile: Constraints that Shape Content
Mobile gaming is now the dominant mode of access. MrQ recognizes this by tailoring slot instructions for small
screens and touch interactions.

Concise Text: Short instructions fit better without scrolling.

Clear Buttons: Labels must instantly communicate function—no "OK" or "Start," just "Spin" or "Collect."

Visual Hierarchy: Use headings and bullet points on info pages to chunk complex info.

Accessible Feedback: Microcopy updates dynamically, e.g., “Bonus triggered!” so players know what
happened.

The microcopy is never an afterthought but integrated with UI/UX design from the outset.

Breaking Down MrQ’s “How to Play” Steps
One of the most critical pieces of content on slot pages is the “How to Play” section. MrQ keeps this section
simple, actionable, and sequenced logically:

1. Select your bet. Clear call to action, usually with a tap-friendly interface.

2. Press Spin. The main action that launches gameplay.

3. Watch for Bonus Symbols. Concise introduction to key wild/bonus icons.

4. Trigger bonuses & collect wins. Explains the payoff mechanics in plain terms.

Each point uses active voice and avoids jargon. The goal is for players to grasp all they need in under 10 seconds.

Bonus Symbols: Highlighting What Matters Most
“Bonus symbols” are the star players on slot pages—often the gateway to jackpots or free spins. MrQ puts bonus
symbol microcopy front and center. Instead of confusing or ambiguous labels, every mention is paired with clear
visuals and concise explanations.

Examples include:

"Land 3 Bonus Symbols anywhere to trigger free spins."

"Collect bonus symbols to increase your jackpot."

"Bonus symbols substitute for all others, except scatter."



Emphasizing bonus symbols consistently guides players toward their ultimate goal, improving engagement and
satisfaction.

Summary: What Other Platforms Can Learn from MrQ’s Clear Slot
Instructions
MrQ’s slot instruction microcopy exemplifies a user-first mindset by combining:

Plain English principles inspired by organizations like Cumberland Council to keep copy direct and jargon-
free.

Imperative verbs that compress game mechanics into actionable commands.

Consistent terminology across all game pages and screens to reduce confusion.

Mobile-optimized brevity ensuring instructions fit tiny screens without overwhelming players.

Clarity around bonus symbols and “how to play” steps focused on fast comprehension and player
motivation.

For UX designers, content strategists, and gaming product teams looking to improve slot game interfaces, MrQ is
an inspiring benchmark. https://grammarflick.com/the-grammar-of-a-game-screen-how/ Their microcopy creates
seamless player journeys, minimizes drop-off, and ultimately elevates the thrill of online slots.

If you want your next online casino game to truly speak your player's language, start with how MrQ writes slot
instructions: clear grammar, strong verbs, and sharp focus on what players really need to know.

https://grammarflick.com/the-grammar-of-a-game-screen-how/

