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Moving day is always a mix of excitement and stress. After all the planning, packing, and organizing, you want to
make sure the folks helping you lift, load, and unload your belongings get the appreciation they deserve. Tipping
local movers is customary, but how much should you actually tip? Should it be $20 or $40 per mover? Or maybe
a percentage like 5%-10% is fairer? We'll break down everything you need to know about move day gratuity for
local moves, including what counts as a local move, what movers actually do, and fair tipping guidelines based on

expert advice and real-world insight.

What Counts as a Local Move?

When you reach out to companies like OCNJ Daily or browse moving services on Thumbtack, the term "local

move" typically refers to moves within a relatively short distance. But what defines “local” exactly?

* Most moving professionals consider a local move to be within 50 to 100 miles of your original location.

* Beyond 100 miles is generally categorized as a long-distance move, which involves different pricing structures

and regulations.

® Local moves often happen within the same metropolitan area or between nearby towns.

This scope matters because local movers usually charge by the hour, whereas long-distance moves tend to be flat

fees based on weight, distance, and services.

What Do Local Movers Actually Do?

Understanding the scope of work local movers provide can help you decide how much to tip. As explained by This
Old House and corroborated by customer reviews on Thumbtack, local movers handle much more than just

loading and unloading your boxes.

* Packing: Some local moving teams offer packing services if you opt for it. This can range from wrapping

fragile items to boxing up your household.

* Furniture Protection: Using pads, blankets, and plastic wrap, movers protect your furniture and appliances

during transit to avoid damage.
* Loading: Efficiently loading items onto the truck to optimize space and prevent shifting during the drive.

* Driving: Safely transporting your belongings from your old home to your new one, usually within the local or

regional area.

* Unloading: Carrying your boxes and furniture inside your new residence and carefully placing items in

designated rooms.

* Basic Assembly Services: Many movers also offer simple take-apart and reassembly tasks for beds, tables,

and modular furniture.

When you tip, you're recognizing the full extent of their effort, skill, and care throughout this process.

How Are Local Movers Priced?

Local movers typically charge an hourly rate based on:



Number of movers on the crew

Duration of the move

Complexity: stairs, narrow hallways, or bulky items often increase labor intensity and time.

Additional services like packing or furniture assembly

It's important to note that pricing can fluctuate significantly based on these factors. For example, a move involving

multiple flights of stairs or heavy furniture like a piano may cost more and take longer.

Because hourly pricing means the team earns more with longer jobs, tipping is often used to reward efficiency and

care without penalizing a fast, well-executed move.

Move Day Gratuity: How Much Should You Tip?

Now to the heart of the question: should you tip $20 or $40 per mover or target a percentage of the total cost?

Standard Guidelines

Popular recommendations—including those from This Old House—suggest tipping roughly 5% to 10% of the
total moving cost, divided https://ocnjdaily.com/news-from-our-partners/how-local-movers-simplify-residential-

relocations-a-complete-guide-for-homeowners/ evenly among the moving crew.
To put this into perspective:

Total Move Cost 5% Tip 10% Tip Per Mover Tip (2 Movers) Per Mover Tip (4 Movers) $400 $20 $40 $10 $5 $800
$40 $80 $20 $10 $1,200 $60 $120 $30 $15

For a typical local move that costs around $400-$800, tipping $20-$40 per mover aligns well with industry norms.


https://ocnjdaily.com/news-from-our-partners/how-local-movers-simplify-residential-relocations-a-complete-guide-for-homeowners/
https://ocnjdaily.com/news-from-our-partners/how-local-movers-simplify-residential-relocations-a-complete-guide-for-homeowners/

When to Tip More

Extra Heavy or Bulky Items: Movers asked to carry pianos, grills, or oversized furniture may deserve extra

appreciation.

Long or Difficult Moves Within the Local Range: If your move tested the crew's endurance with multiple

flights of stairs or long carries, consider tipping toward the higher end.

Exceptional Service: If movers showed extra care, were friendly, punctual, or expedited the move

impressively, feel free to be generous.

When to Tip Less or Skip

Subpar service, damage to belongings, or unprofessional behavior are valid reasons to reduce or withhold tips.

Some moving companies explicitly include tips in their pricing or have policies against accepting gratuities.
Always check first.

How to Tip Local Movers — Best Practices

. Cash Is King: If possible, tip in cash directly to each mover at the end of the job. It's immediate and personal.
. Divide Evenly: Make sure each mover gets an equal share to keep things fair.

. Consider Your Budget: Don't feel obligated to tip beyond your means, but try to respect the industry

standards.

. Remember the Entire Crew: Don't focus all your tip on the lead mover. The entire team contributes to a

smooth move.

Summary: $20 or $40 per Mover for Local Moves?

The short answer: $20-$40 per mover is a reasonable tip range for most local moves, especially those within 50-

100 miles and average in size and difficulty. This aligns well with the 5%-10% tipping guideline recommended by



reputable sources like This Old House and endorsed by local moving customers on platforms like Thumbtack and

reported by trusted news outlets like OCNJ Daily.

If your move was straightforward and efficient, closer to $20 per mover may suffice. If it was complex, lengthy, or

the team went above and beyond, lean toward $40 or more per mover.

Final Thought

My personal moving crew lead experience taught me a simple rule: Is that in writing? Before booking your move,
clarify pricing, understand what's included, and ask about tipping policies. Movers work hard to make your
transition smooth — tipping is the right way to say thanks, but clear communication ensures no surprises for

anyone on move day

Happy moving, and may your next move be stress-free and tip-worthy!



