
Scratching in Walls Pest Control: A Practical Guide
for Homeowners

That Scratching Sound in Your Walls
If you have ever lain in bed at night listening to a persistent scratching, scuttling, or gnawing
sound coming from inside your walls, you know how unsettling it can be. The feeling that
something is living in the space between your drywall and your siding is enough to keep
anyone awake. For homeowners in Cleveland, TN, and across the region, that noise usually
means one thing: rodents have found their way into the structure of your home. The good news
is that addressing the problem is not just about silencing the sound. It is about understanding
what attracts them, how they get in, and what the most effective methods are for getting them
out and keeping them out. This is where a solid understanding of scratching in walls pest
control becomes essential.

Scratching in walls pest control is not a single product or a quick fix. It is a process that
combines inspection, trapping, exclusion, and ongoing prevention. The goal is not only to
remove the animals currently inside your walls but also to make sure that no new ones can
take their place. Whether you are dealing with mice, rats, or even squirrels, the approach shares
many of the same core principles.

Identifying the Culprit
Before you can solve the problem, you need to know what you are dealing with. The type of
scratching sound can give you clues. A light, rapid scratching often points to mice. Heavier,
slower movements, especially if you hear thumping or dragging, suggest rats or a larger animal
like a squirrel. The time of day also matters. Mice are mostly active at night, while squirrels are
active during daylight hours. If you hear sounds at dawn and dusk, you might be dealing with a
nocturnal rodent starting or ending its nightly routine.

Once you suspect a rodent problem, the next step is a thorough pest inspection. Look for
droppings near baseboards, in cabinets, or in the attic. Check for gnaw marks on wood, wires,
or plastic. Grease marks along walls or pipes can show you the routes they travel most often.
And, of course, listen. The location of the scratching will help you narrow down where they are
entering and nesting.



Trapping: The First Line of Attack
Once you have identified the likely species and the general area, trapping is often the most
direct way to reduce the population inside your home. There are several options, each with its
own trade-offs. Snap traps are the classic choice. They are inexpensive, reusable, and kill
quickly when set correctly. They work well for mice and rats, though larger rats may require a
bigger trap or a different approach.

Live traps are another option, especially for homeowners who prefer not to kill the animals.
These traps capture the rodent unharmed, allowing you to release it far from your home. The
catch is that you must check them frequently. A trapped animal left too long can die from
stress or dehydration, and you will then have to deal with a dead rodent inside a trap. Also,
releasing a rodent far from your home does not always guarantee it will not find its way back to
another structure.

Bait stations and rodenticides are sometimes used, but they come with significant risks.
Poisoned rodents may die inside your walls, creating a terrible odor and attracting flies. They
can also be dangerous for pets and children if the bait is accessed. In many cases,
professional scratching in walls pest control services prefer trapping over poisoning for these
very reasons. If you do use bait stations, they must be tamper-resistant and placed only in
areas inaccessible to non-target animals.

https://hiwasseepestcontrol.com/services/rodents


Ultrasonic repellers are also sold as a solution, but their effectiveness is limited. They may
temporarily disturb rodents, but most animals quickly learn to ignore the sound. Relying on
them alone is rarely enough. They can be used as a supplementary measure, but not as a
primary control method.

Exclusion: Sealing Them Out for Good
Trapping removes the animals that are already inside, but unless you seal the entry points, new
ones will keep coming. This is where rodent exclusion becomes the most important part of the
plan. Rodents can squeeze through surprisingly small gaps. A mouse can fit through a hole the
size of a dime. A rat can get through a hole the size of a quarter. That means you need to
inspect your home thoroughly for any openings that lead into the structure.

Common entry points include gaps around pipes and wires that enter the house, cracks in the
foundation, openings around windows and doors, and soffit or roof vents that are not properly
screened. The attic and the crawlspace are especially vulnerable. During a pest inspection, a
professional will look for these gaps and recommend structural repairs to close them.



For sealing, the right materials matter. Steel wool is a good choice for small gaps because
rodents cannot chew through it. Copper mesh is even better for larger openings because it is
durable and rust-resistant. Caulk and foam sealant can be used to fill gaps around pipes and
wires, but make sure to use a product labeled for pest blocking, as standard foam may not be
rodent-proof. Weather stripping and door sweeps are essential for sealing gaps under doors.
Vent covers should be made of heavy-gauge metal mesh, not plastic, which rodents can gnaw
through.

Rodent proofing is not a one-time job. It requires periodic checks, especially after seasons
change or after any construction work on your home. Over time, materials can degrade, and
new gaps can open up.

The Role of Professional Services
For many homeowners, the combination of trapping and exclusion can be done on their own,
but there are times when calling in a professional is the best move. If the infestation is large, if
the rodents are in a difficult-to-reach area, or if you have tried multiple methods without
success, a pest control company like Hiwassee Pest Control in Cleveland, TN, can step in. They
bring experience in identifying subtle entry points that an untrained eye might miss, and they
have access to commercial-grade materials and tools for structural repairs.

A professional service will typically start with a comprehensive inspection. They will look at the
exterior of the home, the roof line, the foundation, and the interior spaces like the attic and
basement. They will identify not only the active entry points but also the potential ones. Then
they will recommend a plan that may include trapping, exclusion, and follow-up monitoring. In
many cases, they will also offer a warranty on their work, giving you peace of mind that the
problem is truly solved.

Integrated Pest Management: A Smarter Approach
The most effective approach to scratching in walls pest control is based on integrated pest
management, or IPM. This is a strategy that combines multiple tactics rather than relying on a
single method. It starts with inspection and monitoring, then uses preventive measures like
exclusion, and only uses trapping or other controls when necessary. The goal is to manage the
pest population in a way that is effective, safe for the household, and sustainable over the long
term.

Under an IPM approach, you would not simply set traps and hope for the best. You would
identify the root causes of the infestation. Are there food sources available, like open garbage
or pet food left out? Are there moisture issues that attract rodents? Are there overgrown



shrubs or tree branches that provide a bridge to the roof? Addressing these factors reduces the
likelihood that rodents will want to enter your home in the first place.

What to Do When You Hear Scratching Tonight



If you are reading this because you are hearing scratching right now, here is a practical step-by-
step plan. First, stay calm. The rodent is likely more scared of you than you are of it. Second, try
to locate the sound as precisely as you can. Note whether it is coming from the ceiling, the
wall, or the floor. Third, set up a simple trap near the area, using a snap trap baited with peanut
butter. Check it the next morning. Fourth, during daylight, do a thorough inspection of the
outside of your home, looking for any gaps or holes near the ground, at the roofline, and around
utility penetrations. Seal any you find with steel wool or copper mesh. Fifth, if the scratching
continues after a few days, or if you find multiple entry points, consider calling a professional
for a pest inspection.

Remember that scratching in walls pest control is not just about ending the noise for tonight. It
is about making sure the noise does not come back next week or next month. With a
combination of trapping, exclusion, and ongoing maintenance, you can reclaim the quiet of
your home and keep it rodent-free.


