
York PA Radon Contractors See Increased Demand
as State Updates Testing Guidelines
New guidance from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection has prompted a
surge in inquiries directed at York PA radon contractors, as homeowners and commercial
property managers move to comply with updated testing recommendations. The changes,
which expand the list of municipalities where radon testing is strongly advised, place York
County squarely in the areas of highest concern.

The updated guidelines, released earlier this month, reflect data collected over the past five
years showing elevated indoor radon levels in several Pennsylvania counties. York County, long
identified as having moderate to high radon potential due to its geology and housing stock,
now appears on the expanded advisory list. For residents and property owners in the region,
this means that hiring qualified York PA radon contractors is no longer a precautionary step but
a practical necessity for home sales, new construction, and long-term health risk management.

Why Radon Testing Matters Now More Than Ever
Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that results from the decay of uranium in soil,
rock, and water. It enters buildings through cracks in foundations, gaps around pipes, and other
openings. Because radon is odorless, colorless, and tasteless, the only way to know whether a
home or building has elevated levels is through proper testing. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency estimates that radon causes thousands of lung cancer deaths each year,
making it the second leading cause of lung cancer after smoking.

The new state guidance emphasizes that testing should be conducted every two years, or after
any major structural renovation. For York County, where many homes were built before modern
radon-resistant construction techniques became standard, the recommendation carries
particular weight. Real estate transactions in the area increasingly include radon test results as
a condition of sale, and lenders and insurers are beginning to ask for documentation as well.

What the Updated Guidelines Mean for Homeowners and Buyers
Homeowners in York County who have never tested for radon, or who tested more than two
years ago, are now advised to schedule a test. The Pennsylvania DEP recommends short-term
tests lasting 48 to 90 hours, followed by long-term tests if initial results show levels at or above
4 picocuries per liter (pCi/L). If levels exceed that threshold, mitigation is strongly
recommended.



For home buyers, a radon test is often a contingency in the purchase agreement. The updated
guidance makes it more likely that sellers will be asked to provide recent test results before
closing. In some cases, mortgage lenders are requiring radon testing as part of the appraisal
process, especially in areas like York County where historical data shows elevated readings.

Mitigation Options for Elevated Levels

If testing reveals radon levels above the EPA action level of 4 pCi/L, mitigation is required to
reduce the concentration. Common methods include sub-slab depressurization, which uses a
fan and piping system to draw radon from beneath the foundation and vent it outside. Other
approaches involve sealing cracks and openings, improving ventilation, or installing a heat
recovery ventilator. The choice of method depends on the construction type, foundation design,
and the severity of the problem.

Qualified York PA radon contractors are equipped to assess the specific conditions of each
property and recommend a tailored mitigation plan. These contractors are typically certified by
the National Radon Proficiency Program (NRPP) or the National Radon Safety Board (NRSB),
and they follow industry standards for testing and mitigation. Homeowners should verify
certification before hiring any contractor, as improper mitigation can fail to reduce levels or
even make the problem worse.

Regional Geology and Radon Risk in York County
York County sits atop a mix of rock types, including limestone, dolomite, and shale. These
formations can contain varying amounts of uranium, which decays into radon. The county's
soil composition, combined with the prevalence of basements and slab-on-grade foundations
in older homes, creates pathways for radon entry. The Pennsylvania DEP's radon potential map
categorizes large portions of the county as Zone 1, meaning predicted average indoor radon
levels are above 4 pCi/L.

Neighboring counties, including Adams, Cumberland, and Lancaster, also show elevated
potential, but York's combination of geology and housing density makes it a focal point for the
updated guidelines. Municipalities such as York City, Hanover, and the surrounding townships
are all included in the advisory.

How to Choose a Qualified Radon Contractor
Selecting a contractor for radon testing or mitigation requires careful attention to credentials
and experience. Homeowners should look for contractors who hold current certification from a
nationally recognized program. The NRPP and NRSB both maintain searchable databases of
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certified professionals. In addition to certification, homeowners should ask about the
contractor's familiarity with local building codes and soil conditions.

Some key factors to consider when choosing a contractor include:

Certification from NRPP or NRSB, with documentation available upon request

Experience with both testing and mitigation, not just one service

Clear pricing and a written estimate before work begins

References from recent projects in York County or similar geologic areas

Willingness to explain the testing process, results, and mitigation options in plain
language

The updated state guidance has made radon awareness a more urgent issue for York County
residents. As a result, the demand for qualified professionals has increased. Homeowners are
advised to schedule testing early, particularly if they are planning to sell their home or if they
have young children who spend time in basements or lower levels.

Cost and Availability of Radon Services
The cost of a radon test in York County typically ranges from moderate to low, especially when
compared to the potential health costs of long-term exposure. Short-term test kits are available
at hardware stores and online for a modest fee, but professional testing offers the advantage
of accurate placement, proper timing, and reliable results. Mitigation costs vary depending on
the complexity of the system required, but many homeowners find that the investment is
worthwhile for the peace of mind and the increase in property value.

Insurance coverage for radon testing and mitigation is not standard, but some homeowners
policies may offer endorsements or discounts for properties that have been tested and
mitigated. Buyers should check with their insurance provider to see if any incentives are
available.

Looking Ahead: Radon in Pennsylvania's Housing Market
The updated guidelines from the Pennsylvania DEP signal a broader trend toward radon
awareness and regulation. As more states adopt similar recommendations, the role of radon
testing in real estate transactions will likely grow. For York County, this means that having a
recent radon test report on hand may become as standard as a termite inspection or a roof
certification.

Contractors in the region are responding to the increased demand by expanding their services
and investing in training. The push for certification and continuing education is expected to



raise the overall quality of radon services available to homeowners. For now, the most
important step any homeowner can take is to test their home and, if necessary, hire a qualified
professional to address the problem.

Radon is a manageable risk. With the right information and the help of experienced York PA
radon contractors, residents of York County can protect their families and their property values.
The updated state guidelines provide a clear framework for action, and the resources to act are
readily available.


