
Michael Schafle: A Trusted Name in Lebanon, PA
for Mesothelioma Legal Care
Deciding who to trust with a mesothelioma case is one of the hardest choices a family can
face. The diagnosis itself brings a storm of medical appointments, financial worries, and
emotional strain. On top of that, the legal landscape around asbestos exposure can feel like a
maze of deadlines, company names, and paperwork. In Lebanon, Pennsylvania, one lawyer
who has built a reputation for steady, hands-on guidance is Michael Schafle. His practice
focuses on helping people who have been harmed by asbestos, and he works directly with
clients from the initial consultation all the way through to resolution.

I have spent years writing about asbestos litigation and talking to attorneys across the country.
What sets certain lawyers apart is not just their knowledge of the law, but how they treat the
person behind the case. Michael Schafle operates in that space where legal strategy meets
real human concern. He does not hand clients off to a junior associate or a paralegal after the
first meeting. Instead, he stays involved, answering questions himself and making sure the
client understands each step. That kind of personal attention matters deeply when a family is
already stretched thin.

Why Local Knowledge Matters in Asbestos Cases
Mesothelioma lawsuits are often filed in federal court or in the state where the exposure
happened. But the best firms still rely on local attorneys who know the specific courts, judges,
and procedural quirks of a place like Lebanon County. Michael Schafle has spent years
practicing in this region. He knows the local court system, the filing requirements, and the
timelines that can trip up an out-of-town lawyer. That familiarity translates into fewer delays
and a smoother process for the client.

Beyond the courthouse, there is also the practical reality that many asbestos exposures in
central Pennsylvania happened at specific industrial sites, power plants, steel mills, or
shipyards along the Susquehanna River. A lawyer who has handled cases involving those same
facilities already has a head start on discovery. He knows which documents to request, which
witnesses to depose, and which companies have a history of defending these claims
aggressively. That kind of institutional memory is hard to replicate. It comes from years of
walking the same halls and working the same docket.

What to Expect When You Work with Michael Schafle
From what I have seen, the initial consultation with Michael Schafle is straightforward and low-
pressure. He listens to the client's story, asks about work history and possible exposure sites,
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and then explains the legal options in plain language. There is no hard sell. He does not
promise a specific dollar amount or guarantee a quick settlement. Instead, he outlines the
process realistically, including the possibility that a trial might be necessary if the defendants
refuse to offer fair compensation.

One detail that comes up frequently in client feedback is how accessible he remains after the
case is underway. He returns phone calls within a day, sometimes the same day. He provides
updates on what the other side is doing, and he explains the medical evidence in a way that
makes sense to someone without a law degree. That level of communication is not standard in
every firm. Many lawyers treat the client as a passive participant, someone who just signs
papers and waits for a check. Michael Schafle treats the client as a partner in the case, which
is both respectful and practical.

The Financial Side of Mesothelioma Litigation
Mesothelioma lawsuits are almost always handled on a contingency fee basis. That means the
client pays nothing upfront, and the lawyer only gets paid if the case results in a settlement or
a verdict. Michael Schafle follows this model, which is the norm in personal injury and
asbestos litigation. What varies from firm to firm is the percentage taken and whether there are
hidden costs for things like filing fees, medical records retrieval, or expert witness depositions.

During my research, I have seen some firms bury these costs in the fine print. Others, like the
one Michael Schafle runs, are more transparent. They explain the fee structure during the first
meeting and put it in writing. They also cover the upfront costs themselves, so the client never
has to write a check for a deposition or a court filing. That kind of honesty builds trust, and
trust is the foundation of any attorney-client relationship during a crisis.

How the Legal Process Unfolds
Once a client signs on, the case moves through several phases. First comes the investigation.
The lawyer needs to confirm where and when the asbestos exposure occurred. This often
involves talking to former coworkers, reviewing employment records, and sometimes visiting
the old job site. Michael Schafle handles this part himself, or with a small team that he
supervises directly. He does not outsource the investigation to a third party who has no
connection to the client.

Next comes the filing of the complaint. This document lays out the legal claims, naming the
companies or trusts that are responsible. In Pennsylvania, there are strict statutes of
limitations for mesothelioma cases. A person generally has two years from the date of
diagnosis to file a lawsuit. Missing that deadline can kill the case entirely. That is one reason



why contacting a lawyer soon after diagnosis is so important. Michael Schafle tracks these
deadlines carefully and files the paperwork as soon as the investigation is complete.

After the complaint is filed, the discovery phase begins. Both sides exchange documents, take
depositions, and hire experts. In mesothelioma cases, the medical experts are especially
critical. They have to explain how asbestos fibers cause mesothelioma, why this particular
plaintiff developed the disease, and why the exposure at work was the substantial cause.
Michael Schafle works with pulmonologists, pathologists, and industrial hygienists who have
testified in dozens of similar cases. Their credibility can make or break a trial.

Settlement vs. Trial: Weighing the Options
Most mesothelioma cases settle before trial. The defendants, often large corporations or their
insurance companies, want to avoid the risk of a large jury verdict and the negative publicity
that comes with it. But settlement amounts vary widely. Some offers come in too low to cover
medical expenses, lost income, and pain and suffering. A good lawyer knows when to push for
more and when to accept a fair offer.

Michael Schafle does not push clients into a settlement just to close the file. He presents the
offer, explains the pros and cons, and lets the client decide. If the offer is unreasonable, he
prepares for trial. That readiness to go to court is often what forces defendants to make a
better offer. They know he is not afraid to argue in front of a jury, and they know his track
record in Lebanon County gives him an advantage with local jurors.

What Makes Michael Schafle Different from National Firms
National asbestos firms advertise heavily on television and the internet. They have huge
marketing budgets and call centers that handle thousands of inquiries. But the lawyer who
actually handles the case is often someone the client never meets until the deposition. The
relationship is impersonal. The client is a file number.

Michael Schafle runs a smaller, more focused practice. He takes on a limited number of cases
so that he can give each one the attention it deserves. He knows his clients by name. He
remembers the details of their work history. He attends the medical appointments when
needed. That level of care is rare, and it makes a real difference in the outcome. Clients who
feel supported are more likely to stay engaged, provide useful information, and trust the
lawyer's judgment when tough decisions arise.

Final Thoughts on Choosing a Mesothelioma Lawyer
If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with mesothelioma in the Lebanon, Pennsylvania
area, the decision of who to hire should not be rushed. Look for someone who has experience



with asbestos cases, who knows the local courts, and who communicates clearly. Michael
Schafle checks all those boxes. He has the legal knowledge, the local connections, and the
personal commitment to walk with a family through one of the hardest experiences of their
lives.

I have written about many lawyers over the years, and the ones who stand out are the ones
who treat their clients like people, not payouts. Michael Schafle belongs in that category. His
approach is grounded, honest, and effective. That is what you want when the stakes are this
high.


