Understanding the uiHa Ha peMOHT KBapTup in
Kyiv: What You Need to Know

When | first started planning a full renovation of my apartment in Kyiv, | quickly realized that
figuring out the uiHa Ha peMOHT KBapTup is not as straightforward as looking at a price list.
Every contractor, every material supplier, and every designer seems to have a different way of
quoting. Over the years, working with various brigade repair teams and seeing projects from
the inside, | have learned that the real cost comes down to a handful of key decisions.

One of the first things to understand is that the total budget for a renovation in Kyiv depends
heavily on the starting condition of your home. If you are buying a new build with only rough
finishing, the work scope includes everything from floor screed and wall plaster to electrical
rough-in and plumbing. That is a very different scenario from updating an older apartment
where you keep the existing layout but want new finishes.

What Drives the Cost in a Kyiv Apartment Renovation

The most significant factor in any renovation budget is the type of finishing you choose. Rough
finishing work, such as leveling floors with a floor screed or applying wall plaster, is labor-
intensive but relatively predictable in price. The real variability comes with the finishing stage.
When you start selecting tiles, laminate, or linoleum, the material costs can vary by a factor of
ten. A quality laminate from a reputable brand costs much more than a basic linoleum, and the
same applies to tiles and plumbing fixtures.

Another major cost is the work of builders themselves. Skilled tradespeople in Kyiv charge
different rates depending on their experience and the complexity of the task. For example, a
good tiler who can handle intricate patterns will cost more than someone who only does basic
wall tiling. Similarly, electricians and plumbers have their own rate structures. | have seen
projects where the labor for electrical and plumbing work accounts for nearly a third of the
total budget.



Breaking Down the Typical Budget Items

To give you a practical sense, here is how a common renovation budget for a two-room
apartment in Kyiv might break down, assuming a mid-range finish:

» Rough work (demolition, floor screed, wall plaster, electrical rough-in, plumbing rough-
in): around 30-35% of total cost

 Finishing work (tiling, wallpapering, ceiling installation, painting): around 25-30%

» Materials (tiles, laminate, paint, wallpaper, electrical fixtures, plumbing fixtures):
around 30-35%

* Design project and permits: around 5-10%

These percentages shift dramatically if you choose luxury materials or if your apartment
requires extensive structural work. For instance, if you want a full design project with custom
furniture and high-end finishes, the materials share can jump to 50% or more.

The Role of a Design Project in Cost Control



Many people skip the design project to save money, but in my experience, that is a false
economy. A good design project helps you avoid costly mistakes and change orders during
construction. It gives the brigade repair team a clear plan, reducing the chance of
miscommunication. A well-prepared design project includes detailed drawings for electrical
and plumbing layouts, which helps the electrician and plumber work efficiently. Without it, you
often pay for rework.

| once worked with a client who decided to skip the design phase to save 20,000 UAH. Halfway
through the renovation, they realized the kitchen layout did not fit the appliances. The cost to
move a wall and redo the plumbing was more than double the original design fee. In the end,
they paid more and the project took longer.

How to Compare Quotes from Contractors

When you start gathering estimates from contractors or a turnkey renovation company, the
LiiHa Ha peMoHT kBapTtup will be presented differently by each. Some give a lump sum for the

whole job, others break it down by stages. The key is to understand what is included. A quote
that seems low might exclude materials, or it might use cheaper materials. Another might
include a design project but charge extra for every change.

Here are a few practical tips | have learned from comparing dozens of quotes:
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e Always ask for a detailed estimate that separates labor and materials. This helps you
see where the money goes.

e Check if the contractor includes the cost of rough work like floor screed and wall
plaster. Some quote only finishing work and add these later.

e Clarify who is responsible for buying materials. If you buy them yourself, you save the
contractor's markup but you also assume the risk of mistakes.

e Ask about warranty and post-completion support. A reliable contractor will stand
behind their work.

| also recommend getting at least three quotes from different contractors or turnkey
companies. The first quote might be too low to be realistic, the second might be too high, and
the third often gives a fair price. But never choose based on price alone. Check references and
see their previous work.

Materials: Where You Can Save and Where You Shouldn't

One area where you can control costs is material selection. For example, you can choose a
mid-range laminate instead of expensive parquet, or basic ceramic tiles instead of porcelain



stoneware. But there are places where cutting corners comes back to bite you. Plumbing
fixtures and electrical systems are not worth skimping on. A cheap faucet or a low-quality
electrical panel can cause leaks or safety issues. Similarly, the quality of wall plaster and floor
screed affects how well your finishes hold up over time.

| have seen renovations where the owner saved money by buying linoleum from a discount
store, only to replace it within two years because it wore out. In contrast, a good-quality
laminate or tile lasts for decades. The same logic applies to wallpaper and paint. Cheap
wallpaper often peels or fades, while a better brand holds up well.

Working with a Brigade or a Turnkey Company

In Kyiv, you have two main options for getting the work done: hire a brigade of workers directly,
or go through a turnkey renovation company that manages everything. Each has pros and
cons. A direct brigade often gives a lower price because there is no middleman. But you
become the project manager, which means you coordinate deliveries, check quality, and handle
any disputes. For someone with renovation experience, this can save money. For a first-timer, it
is often stressful.

A turnkey company charges more but handles the entire process from design to final cleaning.
They have their own teams of electricians, plumbers, tilers, and painters. They also have
relationships with material suppliers, which can sometimes get you discounts. The trade-off is
that you pay a premium for convenience and peace of mind.

Final Thoughts on Budgeting for a Kyiv Renovation

Planning a renovation in Kyiv is a balancing act between dreams and reality. The uiHa Ha
peMoHT KBapTup is influenced by the condition of your apartment, the quality of materials, the
complexity of the work, and the team you choose. A realistic budget for a mid-range renovation
of a standard two-room apartment in Kyiv, including both labor and materials, typically falls
between 800 and 1200 USD per square meter. Luxury finishes push that number higher.



My advice is to start with a clear design project, get multiple detailed quotes, and build in a
contingency fund of at least 10-15% for unexpected issues. No renovation goes perfectly




according to plan. Old buildings in Kyiv often hide surprises like uneven walls or outdated
wiring. Having a buffer saves stress.

If you approach the process with patience and a willingness to learn, the result can be a home
that exactly suits your needs. The key is to understand where your money goes and to make
informed choices at every stage.



