
In today’s hyper-competitive digital landscape, understanding your backlink profile is vital for comprehensive SEO
analysis. Semrush, renowned for its expansive 43 trillion URL backlink index, has revolutionized how marketers
approach backlink data and SEO intelligence. But what exactly is this backlink index, and how does it benefit your
SEO strategy? Moreover, how does this contrast with newer AI-driven visibility tools and the platforms that
provide them?

In this detailed guide, we'll explore the significance of Semrush’s backlink index, its uses in SEO, and how it
compares to emerging AI platforms like Writesonic’s AI Visibility Toolkit and tools similar to Moz’s traditional rank
tracking. We will also dive into key themes such as AI visibility vs traditional SEO rank tracking, AI platform
coverage differences, pricing models, and the evolving concept of prompt tracking and building prompt sets.

What Is Semrush Backlink Index 43 Trillion URLs?
Semrush’s backlink index of 43 trillion URLs is one of the world's largest and most comprehensive collections of
backlink data, continuously crawled and updated. It includes:

Billions of unique domains and subdomains linked

Complete backlink profiles for millions of websites

Historical backlink data to track link acquisition patterns over time

This vast backlink reservoir powers a multitude of SEO features in Semrush, such as backlink audits, competitor link
analysis, and link-building opportunities. It serves SEO professionals and digital marketers looking to boost organic
rankings through detailed backlink research.

How Is This Backlink Data Used in SEO Analysis?
Backlinks remain a core Google ranking factor, so Semrush’s backlink database enables marketers to:

1. Audit Existing Backlinks: Identify toxic, spammy, or low-quality backlinks that could be harming your SEO
performance.



2. Competitor Backlink Research: Discover where competitors get their links from and find new link-building
opportunities.

3. Monitor Link Growth: Track the growth or loss of backlinks over time to understand SEO progress.

4. Spot Niche Outreach Targets: Use backlink anchor text and domains to find relevant influencers and
websites for outreach campaigns.

5. Measure Backlink Impact: Analyze how specific backlinks correlate with ranking improvements for targeted
keywords.

Case Example: Using Semrush Backlink Data to Improve Rankings

Imagine your SaaS brand identifies a lost backlink from a high-authority tech blog using Semrush’s backlink index.
Restoring or replicating a link from similarly authoritative sites might help regain lost traffic and rankings. This
precise backlink intelligence is made possible by the scale and freshness of Semrush’s 43 trillion URL index.

AI Visibility vs Traditional SEO Rank Tracking
Aside from traditional backlink and rank tracking tools like Semrush and Moz, many marketers are now turning to
AI-powered platforms for visibility insights. Platforms including Writesonic’s AI Visibility Toolkit are transforming
how digital marketers understand search presence and performance.

Traditional SEO Rank Tracking: Tools like Moz track keyword rankings on search engines, often limited to
dozens or hundreds of engines, providing granular data but often siloed to individual keyword performance.

AI Visibility Platforms: Tools like Writesonic leverage AI to analyze multiple signals—search engine rankings,
backlink profiles, content quality, and competitor intelligence—across 2 to 10+ search engines, presenting a
holistic AI Visibility Score.

AI visibility scoring expands beyond keywords to evaluate content impact and brand presence, powered by vast
data inputs including backlink indexes similar to Semrush’s but enhanced with machine learning to reveal
opportunity gaps.

Comparison Table: Traditional Rank Tracking vs AI Visibility

Feature Traditional Rank Tracking (Moz, Semrush) AI Visibility Platforms (Writesonic AI Toolkit) Data Sources
Backlink profiles, keyword rankings per engine Multi-engine rankings, backlink data, content analysis, competitor
signals Coverage Typically 1-2 search engines per tool 2-10+ search engines, including emerging engines and
vertical searches Output Rank reports, backlink audits AI Visibility Score, recommendations, prompt-driven
workflows User Experience Dashboard-centric, manual setup AI-assisted, dynamic prompt tracking, automated
insight building Pricing Model Tiered plans with add-ons for backlink data Prompt-based usage, checks per month,
enterprise tiers with custom prompts

AI Platform Coverage Differences: 2 to 10+ Engines
The proliferation of search engines, including Google, Bing, DuckDuckGo, Yandex, and region-specific or vertical-
specific engines, has influenced how visibility platforms build their coverage:

Semrush & Moz: Traditionally focused on Google and Bing with limited organic coverage on other engines.

Writesonic AI Visibility Toolkit: Expands coverage to 10+ engines, including emerging AI-based search
channels and ecommerce verticals, allowing brands to gain visibility where competitors may be blind.



This broader engine integration is critical for B2B SaaS brands and marketers looking to capture untapped organic
opportunities beyond flagship engines, capitalizing on niche verticals where backlink data and SEO analysis may
have less competition historically.

Pricing Models: Add-On, Tiered, Prompts, Checks, Enterprise
Pricing structures vary widely between traditional SEO tool providers like Semrush and Moz, and emerging AI-first
platforms.

Semrush and Moz: Often operate on tiered subscription models with optional add-ons for backlink indexes
and additional users. They charge monthly or annually, with incremental feature unlocks at higher tiers.

Writesonic and AI Toolkits: Innovate with prompt-based pricing—charging by the number of AI prompts or
checks per month, which can be more scalable for businesses that use AI workflows selectively. These
platforms also provide enterprise plans for higher-volume usage, custom integrations, and priority support.

This shift allows marketers to pay precisely for the AI-powered insights and prompt sets they leverage, rather than
committing to all-in-one monthly licenses that might include unused features.

Prompt Tracking and Prompt Set Building
A defining innovation within AI-powered SEO platforms is prompt tracking and prompt set building.

Prompt Tracking: Similar to rank tracking, prompt tracking monitors the effectiveness of AI-generated
queries or commands that generate SEO insights or content suggestions over time. This allows marketers to
optimize their AI usage based on prompts that yield the highest ROI.

Prompt Set Building: Marketers can build, store, and reuse sets of prompts tailored for specific SEO tasks,
such as backlink analysis, content optimization, or competitor intelligence, streamlining workflows.

This methodology contrasts with static SEO dashboards by embedding AI as an active participant in strategy
refinement, powered by Semrush’s backlink data, competitor intelligence, and keyword insights, but pushed
further with AI visibility metrics and prompt-driven automation.



Conclusion: Harnessing Semrush’s 43 Trillion URL Backlink Index
Within an AI-Driven SEO Future
Semrush’s massive backlink index remains foundational for deep backlink data and SEO analysis. It offers
unparalleled insight into link profiles and competitive backlink landscapes. However, as SEO evolves, leveraging AI
visibility tools like Writesonic’s AI Visibility Toolkit expands marketers’ horizons beyond traditional rank and
backlink tracking.

Incorporating AI-powered AI Visibility Scores and prompt-based workflows enables teams to understand their
search presence across multiple engines, assess competitive gaps dynamically, and adapt pricing based on actual
AI usage. While Moz and Semrush continue to serve traditional SEO needs, Helpful hints the rise of AI-focused
platforms signals a new era combining massive backlink data with intelligent automation.

For marketing teams aiming to maximize their backlink outreach and broaden their search visibility, integrating
Semrush’s backlink intelligence with AI visibility platforms offers the best of both worlds—scale, precision, and
innovation.

https://businesscloud.co.uk/news/top-tools-for-tracking-brand-visibility-in-ai-search-2026-comparison/

