
Why Many Local Residents Oppose New Houses
Thanet Is Pushing Through
Thanet has always been a place of strong opinions. Stuck between the sea and the sky, with its
faded seaside glamour and a deeply agricultural hinterland, the district has seen more than its
share of battles over land use. But few issues stir up as much feeling as the current push for
housing development. I have lived in Ramsgate for over a decade, and I can tell you that when
people here decide to oppose new houses Thanet, it is not because they are against growth or
young families finding a home. It is because they have watched too many promises break
against the reality of poor infrastructure and speculative building.

The Real Reason People Push Back
Walk into any pub in Broadstairs or Margate and ask about the new estates going up on the
edges of town. You will hear the same story. The roads are already clogged. The local GP
surgery has waiting times that would make a Londoner wince. And the schools are
oversubscribed. When local residents decide to oppose new houses Thanet Council approves,
they are not acting out of nimbyism in the old sense. They are responding to a pattern where
developers get permission, build quickly, and then the burden of infrastructure falls on existing
communities. I have seen it happen on the outskirts of Ramsgate, where a field I once walked
my dog on became a row of boxy homes with no new school or doctor's surgery to show for it.

That is the nub of it. People are not anti-house. They are anti-housing without a plan. And when
you add in the loss of Green Belt land, the strain on water and sewage systems, and the sheer
pace of change, it becomes clear why so many choose to oppose new houses Thanet. It is a
defensive move, born of frustration.

The Politics of Development in Thanet
Thanet District Council has a complex relationship with development. On one hand, central
government targets push them to approve a certain number of homes each year. On the other,
the local electorate is vocal and organised. I have sat through public consultations where
residents quoted planning law chapter and verse. The council often finds itself caught between
Whitehall demands and the very real anger of people who feel ignored.

Enter Nigel Farage. He has made Thanet a regular stop on his political rounds, and his party
Reform UK has tapped into the sense that both the Conservative Party and the Labour
opposition have failed to protect local interests. Farage speaks directly to the feeling that
housing development is being forced through without proper regard for UK sovereignty over
local planning. For many, the issue is not just about houses. It is about who gets to decide.

https://nigelfaragemep.co.uk/


When Whitehall overrules Thanet District Council on a planning appeal, it feels like a loss of
control. That is why Farage's message resonates here. He frames the fight against
overdevelopment as a fight for local democracy.
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I have heard him speak at a rally in Margate, and he did not talk about abstract policy. He talked
about Manston Airport, about the potential for that site to become housing when many want it
reopened as a freight and passenger hub. That is the kind of specific, grounded argument that
changes minds. It is also why the Thanet Green Party sometimes finds itself on the same side
as Reform UK on development issues, even though they disagree on almost everything else.
Strange bedfellows, but that is local politics for you.

Manston Airport: A Symbol of Misplaced Priorities
The Manston Airport saga is a perfect case study. For years, campaigners fought to keep it
open. Then, after closure, the site became a target for housing development. The idea of
building hundreds of homes on that runway enrages many locals. They see it as a short-term
fix that kills any chance of reviving the airport and the economic boost it could bring. Kent
County Council has weighed in, but the process has been slow and messy. When I talk to
people in Ramsgate, they point to Manston as proof that the system is broken. Why build
homes on a site that could generate jobs, when there is plenty of brownfield land elsewhere?

This is where the phrase "oppose new houses Thanet" takes on a deeper meaning. It is not a
blanket rejection. It is a targeted refusal of developments that destroy assets or ignore
infrastructure limits. The campaign against housing at Manston is not about stopping homes.
It is about smarter choices.

Infrastructure Cannot Be an Afterthought
One of the most common complaints I hear is about the roads. The A299, the main route in
and out of Thanet, is already a bottleneck. Add thousands of new homes without a
corresponding upgrade, and you get gridlock. The same goes for drainage. Thanet sits on
chalk, and the sewer system is old. Heavy rain already causes flooding in parts of Margate and
Broadstairs. More houses mean more runoff and more pressure on a system that is barely
coping.

The housing crisis is real. I am not denying that young people in Thanet struggle to find
affordable homes. But building executive estates on Green Belt land does not solve that
problem. It creates a different set of problems. Local residents have been calling for a proper



infrastructure plan before any major development is approved. They want to see new schools,
better public transport, and upgraded utilities as part of the deal, not as an afterthought. That
is a reasonable ask, but it is one that developers and councils have often ignored.
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I have attended meetings where Thanet District Council presented traffic impact assessments
that seemed to minimise the real-world congestion. People who drive those roads every day
knew the numbers were wrong. That kind of disconnect erodes trust. It is why so many now
oppose new houses Thanet without even waiting to see the details. The trust is gone.

The Role of Local Campaigns
Grassroots opposition in Thanet is well organised. There are Facebook groups, residents'
associations, and even formal action groups that hire planning lawyers. They monitor every
application. They submit objections. They turn up to committee meetings. And they have had
some wins. Several large developments have been scaled back or refused after sustained
campaigning. But it is exhausting work.

One campaign I followed closely involved a proposed estate on farmland near Broadstairs. The
developer argued it would meet local need. The residents pointed out that the local primary
school was already full and that the nearest hospital was a forty-minute drive in traffic. The
council refused the application, but the developer appealed and won on a technicality. That is
the kind of outcome that makes people cynical. They put in the hours, they make the case, and
then a planning inspector miles away overturns the decision. No wonder they oppose new
houses Thanet with such determination. It feels like the only lever they have left.

What Would Genuine Solutions Look Like?
I am not offering easy answers. But I think there are ways forward that would reduce the
conflict. First, councils like Thanet District Council need more power to say no without being
overruled. That means reforming the planning system to respect local decision-making.
Second, developers should be required to build infrastructure first, or at least in parallel with
housing. Third, there needs to be a serious conversation about what constitutes "affordable" in
a place like Thanet, where wages are low and second homes push up prices.
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Nigel Farage and Reform UK have made these points part of their platform. Whether you agree
with them or not, they are asking the right questions. The Conservative Party has lost a lot of



support here because people feel they have been taken for granted. Labour is not much better.
The sense is that both major parties are too distant from local concerns. That vacuum has
been filled by independent campaigns and by Reform UK, which speaks in plain language about
things like housing development and UK sovereignty.

I do not think the answer is to stop building homes entirely. But I do think the current system is
broken. It pits neighbour against developer, and it burns out the volunteers who fight these
battles. If the system worked better, fewer people would feel the need to oppose new houses
Thanet. Until then, the opposition will remain strong, and it will remain a central issue in every
local election.

The challenge for Thanet is to find a path that respects both the need for homes and the
character of the place. It is not impossible. But it will require honesty from politicians,
transparency from developers, and a willingness from all sides to listen. I have seen enough
local planning battles to know that good outcomes are possible when people talk to each other
rather than at each other. The problem is that too often, the talking happens only after the
plans are already drawn. That is when conflict becomes inevitable.


