Moving a car from Lubbock to another Texas city or a distant state can be easier when you work with a
professional vehicle transportation company. Whether you are relocating for a job, buying a vehicle from another
state, sending a car to a family member, supporting a college student, or managing dealership inventory,

professional auto shipping can save time and reduce the challenges of a long-distance drive.

However, first-time customers often have questions about how much car transportation costs, which shipping
method is best, how to prepare a vehicle, and what happens during pickup and delivery. Understanding the

process before booking can help you make informed decisions and avoid preventable delays.

This guide explains Lubbock car transportation services in detail, including pricing factors, open and enclosed

shipping, vehicle preparation, inspection procedures, scheduling, insurance questions, and delivery tips.

What Are Car Transportation Services?

Car transportation services move vehicles from one location to another using specialized carriers. Depending on
the customer’s needs, a company may arrange open transport, enclosed shipping, door-to-door service, terminal

delivery, expedited transportation, or specialty vehicle handling.
These services may be used for:

® Household relocations.

* Military transfers.

® College student vehicle shipping.

® Online vehicle purchases.

® Dealership and auction transportation.

* Fleet and business vehicle movement.

® C(lassic and collector vehicle shipping.

* Luxury and exotic vehicle transportation.

® Inoperable vehicle transport.

Instead of driving the vehicle yourself, you arrange for a carrier to collect it, transport it along a planned route,
and deliver it to the destination. A professional transportation company helps coordinate the shipment and

explains the customer’s responsibilities.

How Car Shipping Costs Are Calculated

There is no single price for every vehicle shipment. The total cost depends on several factors related to the

vehicle, route, timing, equipment, and delivery requirements.

Distance

The distance between Lubbock and the destination is one of the most important pricing factors. Longer routes
generally require more fuel, driver time, and carrier operating expenses. However, the cost per mile may vary

depending on route demand and carrier availability.

A popular route with frequent carrier traffic may be priced differently from a remote route that requires a carrier

to travel farther between shipments.



Vehicle Size and Weight

Larger vehicles take up more trailer space and may increase operating costs. A compact car, full-size SUV, heavy-

duty truck, and modified pickup may each receive different estimates.
Tell the shipper if the vehicle has:

® Oversized tires.

o Alift kit.

* A lowered suspension.

® A camper shell.

* A roof rack or cargo box.
e Custom bumpers.

* Wide body modifications.

e Other accessories that change its dimensions.

Open or Enclosed Transport

Open transportation is usually the more economical option because open carriers can transport several vehicles
at once and are widely available. Enclosed shipping generally costs more because the vehicle travels inside a

covered trailer with limited capacity and specialized handling.

Vehicle Condition

An operational vehicle can usually be driven onto and off the carrier. An inoperable vehicle may require a winch,
lift gate, forklift, or other equipment. Because loading and unloading require additional labor and tools, non-

running vehicles may cost more to transport.

Pickup and Delivery Accessibility

Large carriers need enough space to approach and maneuver. Narrow streets, gated communities, steep
driveways, low-clearance areas, construction zones, and restricted commercial locations may require a nearby

meeting point or special arrangements.

Seasonal Demand

Vehicle shipping demand can change throughout the year. Moving seasons, holidays, college schedules, weather

conditions, and regional travel patterns may affect carrier availability and pricing.

Shipping Speed

Standard transportation may use the carrier's regular route schedule. Expedited service may be available for
customers with strict deadlines, although it can cost more because the company may need to prioritize the

shipment or locate a carrier more quickly.

Why Extremely Low Quotes Require Caution

Comparing prices is important, but the lowest quote is not always the best value. An unusually low estimate may

omit fees, reflect limited carrier availability, or change after booking.

Ask whether the estimate includes:



e Carrier transportation fees.

® Fuel-related costs.

® loading and unloading.

e Standard insurance coverage.

® Door-to-door or terminal service.
® Fees for non-running vehicles.

® Potential storage or rebooking charges.

Be cautious if a company refuses to provide written terms, pressures you to book immediately, cannot explain its
insurance procedures, or changes the price without a clear reason. A reliable provider should explain the estimate

and identify possible additional costs before transportation begins.

Open Car Transportation

Open transport is one of the most common shipping options for vehicles in Lubbock and across the country. Cars

are loaded onto an open trailer that typically carries multiple vehicles.
Open transport may be suitable for:

¢ Standard cars and sedans.

® Family SUVs and crossovers.

® Pickup trucks.

® Dealer inventory.

® Vehicles purchased through online marketplaces.

® (Cars being moved during a residential relocation.

Open carriers are common on many routes, which can provide scheduling flexibility. Vehicles are exposed to
normal outdoor conditions such as wind, rain, dust, and road debris. Customers should review the carrier's

inspection and insurance procedures before booking.

Enclosed Car Transportation

Enclosed transport places vehicles inside a covered trailer. This option provides additional protection from

outdoor conditions and may be preferred for vehicles that require extra care.
Enclosed shipping may be appropriate for:

® (Classic automobiles.

* Antique vehicles.

® Luxury cars.

® Exotic vehicles.

® Restored automobiles.
e Collector cars.

® High-value sports cars.

Enclosed transport typically costs more than open shipping. However, owners may consider the additional cost

worthwhile when protecting a valuable vehicle's paint, finish, interior, or specialty components.



Door-to-Door and Terminal Options

Door-to-Door Transport

Door-to-door transportation generally means the carrier picks up and delivers the vehicle as close as safely
possible to the requested addresses. It can be convenient for residential moves and customers who want to limit

additional driving.

Direct access is not always possible. A large carrier may not be able to enter a narrow street, gated community,
steep driveway, or crowded apartment complex. In those situations, the driver and customer may meet at a

nearby accessible location.

Terminal-to-Terminal Transport

Terminal service involves leaving the vehicle at a designated facility for pickup or collecting it from a facility at the
destination. This option may help when a customer cannot be present at a residence or when the address is

difficult for a carrier to access.

Ask about terminal hours, storage limits, location availability, and additional fees. The customer may need to

arrange transportation to or from the terminal.

Expedited Vehicle Shipping

Standard vehicle transport depends on the carrier's route and availability. Expedited service is designed for

customers with urgent transportation requirements.
Expedited shipping may be useful when:

* A vehicle must arrive before a job begins.

* A military reporting date is approaching.

* A college semester is about to start.

* A dealership needs inventory quickly.

* A customer has a limited travel window.

* A vehicle purchase requires prompt delivery.

Expedited service may cost more because the company has less time to coordinate a carrier. Customers should

ask whether the provider guarantees pickup, delivery, or only a shorter scheduling window.

Shipping Cars, Trucks, and SUVs
Different vehicles require different planning. A standard sedan usually fits common carrier specifications, while

large trucks and SUVs may require additional trailer space.

Cars

For a standard car, provide the make, model, year, operating condition, and any modifications. Remove personal

items, photograph existing damage, and disclose low clearance or custom wheels.

Pickup Trucks



Truck owners should disclose the bed length, lift height, tire size, camper shell, toolbox, custom bumper, running

boards, and other equipment. These features may change the vehicle’s dimensions and loading requirements.

SUVs

SUV owners should report roof racks, cargo boxes, lift kits, oversized tires, side steps, and aftermarket accessories.

Remove loose items and verify that the carrier can accommodate the vehicle's height and width.

Specialty Vehicle Transportation

Classic, luxury, exotic, restored, and specialty vehicles may need extra protection. Discuss the vehicle's value,

ground clearance, paint condition, operating status, and fragile components with the shipper.
Special considerations may include:

® Enclosed transportation.

® Low-clearance loading.

* Winch-assisted loading.

® Special wheel restraints.

* Detailed condition photographs.
® Protection for custom finishes.

e Additional insurance questions.

® Secure storage if delivery is delayed.

If the vehicle has custom bodywork, delicate trim, nonstandard controls, or a unique starting procedure, provide

written instructions before pickup.

Inoperable Vehicle Shipping

A vehicle that does not run can still be transported, but the carrier needs advance notice. Loading an inoperable

car may require a winch, lift gate, forklift, or other equipment.

Tell the transportation company:
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* Whether the engine starts.



Whether the vehicle rolls.
Whether the steering works.
Whether the brakes operate.
Whether the tires hold air.
Whether the battery is charged.

Whether the vehicle has severe body damage.

Accurate information allows the provider to select a carrier with suitable equipment and prevents loading

problems at pickup.

How to Prepare Your Vehicle

Preparing the vehicle correctly can make the shipment more efficient and reduce avoidable risks. Your shipper

may provide specific instructions, but the following steps are commonly recommended.
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. Wash the vehicle's exterior so existing damage is visible.

. Take photographs from the front, rear, both sides, corners, roof, and interior.
. Remove personal belongings, valuables, electronics, and documents.

. Remove loose accessories and detachable equipment when appropriate.

. Fold in mirrors and secure loose components.

. Leave only the recommended amount of fuel in the tank.

. Check tire pressure.

. Make sure the battery is secured.

. Disable the alarm system.

. Provide the carrier with all necessary keys.

. Disclose leaks, mechanical issues, low clearance, or modifications.

Personal items may not be covered by transportation insurance and can shift during transit. Removing them also

helps keep the vehicle within expected weight limits.

Vehicle Inspection Before Pickup

Before the vehicle is loaded, the carrier usually conducts an inspection. This inspection records the car's visible

condition and creates a reference for delivery.

The driver may document:

Scratches and paint chips.
Dents and body damage.
Cracked glass or lights.
Wheel and tire condition.
Missing accessories.

Fuel level and mileage.

Mechanical or operating issues.



Review the condition report carefully. Make sure existing imperfections are listed accurately and ask for
corrections if something is missing. Take your own photographs and keep them with the transportation

documents.

How Vehicles Are Loaded and Secured

Operational vehicles are generally driven onto the trailer by the driver or an authorized person. Inoperable

vehicles may be pulled onto the carrier with a winch or lifted using specialized equipment.

After loading, the vehicle is positioned based on its size, weight, and the carrier's overall load distribution.

Restraints are used to help prevent movement during acceleration, braking, turns, and changing road conditions.

Low-clearance vehicles, modified trucks, specialty automobiles, and vehicles with unusual wheels may require

special loading procedures. Customers should discuss these features before the carrier is assigned.

Insurance and Documentation

Before booking, ask the shipper how insurance applies during loading, transportation, unloading, and delivery.

Request information about coverage limits, exclusions, deductibles, and claims procedures.
Keep copies of:

® The written estimate.

® The shipping agreement.

e Carrier contact information.
* The bill of lading.

® The vehicle condition report.
® Inspection photographs.

® |nsurance information.

* Payment receipts.

® Delivery paperwork.

These documents can help clarify the agreed service and support communication if questions arise.

Pickup and Delivery Scheduling

Vehicle shipping schedules are affected by traffic, weather, road conditions, mechanical problems, carrier
availability, and other customer shipments. For this reason, transportation companies commonly provide pickup

and delivery windows rather than exact arrival times.
Ask about:

® Estimated pickup dates.

® Expected delivery windows.
* Driver notice before arrival.
* Shipment updates.

® Expedited service.

® Rescheduling procedures.



® Delivery location alternatives.

If your schedule is connected to a home closing, job start date, military transfer, school semester, or event,

explain the deadline before booking. You may need to select expedited service or allow additional time.

Communication During Transit

Reliable communication helps customers remain informed while the vehicle is traveling. A professional provider

should explain how updates will be delivered and who should be contacted with questions.
Updates may include:

® (Carrier assignment.

® Pickup confirmation.

® |oading completion.

® Estimated delivery timing.

* \Weather or traffic delays.

® Changes to the meeting location.
® Delivery arrival notice.

Customers should keep their phones available and respond promptly to calls from the driver or shipping

coordinator. Quick communication can help resolve access or scheduling issues.

Delivery Inspection Tips

When the vehicle arrives, inspect it before completing the delivery paperwork. If possible, inspect the car in

daylight or a well-lit area with enough room to walk around it.
Compare the vehicle with the original condition report and pickup photographs. Check:

® Body panels and paint.

* Glass, lights, and mirrors.
® Bumpers and trim.

* Wheels and tires.

® Doors, hood, and trunk.
* Roof and accessories.

® Interior condition when applicable.

If you notice new damage, photograph it immediately, write a detailed description on the delivery documents,

and contact the shipping company promptly. Follow the provider's written claims process.

How to Choose a Reliable Lubbock Transportation Company

Research is essential when comparing vehicle shippers. Consider the company’s experience, reputation, pricing

transparency, communication, equipment, and handling procedures.
Look for a provider that:

e Offers clear written estimates.



® Explains open and enclosed options.

* Asks detailed questions about the vehicle.

® (Can handle your vehicle's size and condition.
® Provides insurance information.

® Uses documented inspection procedures.

e Explains pickup and delivery access.

* Communicates during delays.

® Has consistent customer feedback.

® Provides clear payment and cancellation terms.

Do not rely on price alone. A company that communicates clearly and provides suitable service may be a better

choice than one offering an unusually low estimate.

Questions to Ask Before Booking

Before you hire a Lubbock car transportation provider, ask:
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® How is the estimate calculated?

* What services and fees are included?

* Can the quote change after booking?

e Will you transport the vehicle directly or arrange another carrier?
* What type of trailer will be used?

* (Can you transport an inoperable or modified vehicle?
® What insurance applies during transit?

* How will existing damage be documented?

® (Can the carrier reach both addresses?

* How will | receive shipment updates?

® What are the cancellation and rescheduling rules?

¢ What should | do if the vehicle arrives with a concern?



The answers should be clear and consistent with the written agreement. Ask for clarification before making a

payment if any important term is unclear.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Waiting Until the Last Minute

Last-minute requests may limit carrier availability and increase scheduling pressure. Book as early as possible,

especially for long-distance moves or fixed deadlines.

Providing Incorrect Vehicle Information

Incorrect details about vehicle size, condition, modifications, or location can create Lubbock car moving

companies equipment problems and unexpected costs.

Leaving Personal Items Inside

Remove belongings, electronics, valuables, and documents before pickup. These items may not be covered by

the carrier's insurance.

Ignoring Address Restrictions

Discuss narrow roads, gates, low branches, steep driveways, and parking limitations before the driver arrives.

Skipping the Inspection

Always review the condition report at pickup and delivery. Photographs and written notes provide important

documentation.

Accepting a Quote Without Reading the Terms

Review payment schedules, cancellation rules, additional fees, delivery expectations, and insurance information

before booking.

Local and Long-Distance Transportation

Local vehicle moves within or near Lubbock may involve shorter distances but still require planning. A carrier

must consider traffic, parking, neighborhood access, dealership hours, and the vehicle’s condition.

Long-distance shipments involve additional route planning and may take longer because the carrier could collect
or deliver other vehicles along the way. Weather, road construction, traffic, and mechanical issues can affect the

schedule.

For either type of move, accurate information, flexible scheduling, and clear communication can make

transportation easier.

Cost-Saving Tips

Customers may be able to manage transportation expenses by planning ahead and comparing complete service

packages.

® Book early when possible.
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® Provide accurate vehicle details.

e Remain flexible with pickup dates.

® Compare several written estimates.

® Choose open transport for standard vehicles when appropriate.
* Discuss nearby meeting points if direct access is difficult.

® Remove unnecessary accessories before pickup.

* Ask about all possible fees before booking.

Do not reduce costs by withholding information about the vehicle. An inaccurate description may create larger

expenses later.

Quick Comparison of Shipping Options

Shipping option Best suited for Important considerations Open transport Standard cars, trucks, SUVs, and routine
relocations. Often economical; vehicle is exposed to normal outdoor conditions. Enclosed transport Classic,
luxury, exotic, restored, and high-value vehicles. Additional protection; generally higher cost. Door-to-door
service Customers seeking convenient pickup and delivery. Exact address access depends on road and carrier
conditions. Terminal service Customers unable to meet the carrier at home or at a restricted location. May involve
storage limits and transportation to or from the terminal. Expedited shipping Customers with strict deadlines.
May cost more and should be defined clearly in writing. Specialty transport Inoperable, modified, oversized, or
fragile vehicles. Requires accurate information and appropriate equipment.

Final Preparation Checklist
Before your vehicle is picked up, confirm the following:

® Pickup and delivery addresses are correct.

* The vehicle information is accurate.

® The transport method is appropriate.

® Personal belongings have been removed.

® The vehicle has been cleaned and photographed.
® Existing damage is documented.

® The alarm system is disabled.

® The battery is secure.

* The fuel level follows the shipper's instructions.

® Keys and special instructions are ready.

® Insurance and claims procedures are understood.
® The carrier contact information is available.

® Delivery inspection procedures are clear.

Conclusion

Lubbock car transportation services provide a practical solution for local, regional, and long-distance vehicle

moves. Costs depend on distance, vehicle size, transport method, operating condition, route demand,



accessibility, timing, and required equipment. Open transport is commonly used for standard vehicles, while

enclosed transport offers additional protection for classic, luxury, exotic, and specialty automobiles.

Customers can improve the experience by requesting detailed quotes, reviewing the shipping agreement,
preparing the vehicle carefully, documenting its condition, and maintaining communication throughout the

shipment. At delivery, a thorough inspection and accurate paperwork help complete the process properly.
Contact Us:
Lubbock Auto Transport

(806) 414-1655



