Understanding Your Legal Options with Michael
Schafle, Esq.

When you or a loved one receives a diagnosis of mesothelioma, the world can feel like it is
closing in. The medical bills pile up, the treatment decisions feel overwhelming, and the
question of who is responsible for your exposure becomes a constant weight. In those
moments, finding a lawyer who truly understands both the medicine and the law matters more
than almost anything else. | have seen families struggle with this decision, and | have learned
that the right attorney does not just file papers. They walk beside you through every step of the
process.

For residents of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and the surrounding Lehigh Valley, the options for
experienced mesothelioma legal representation may seem limited at first. But there is a name
that keeps coming up in conversations with former clients and fellow legal professionals:
Michael Schafle, Esq. This is not a person who simply takes on cases. He brings a depth of
knowledge about asbestos exposure, the specific industries in this region, and the medical
realities of mesothelioma that can make all the difference in building a strong claim.

Why Local Knowledge Matters in Mesothelioma Cases

Mesothelioma lawsuits are rarely simple. They involve tracing exposure back decades,
identifying the specific products or worksites where asbestos was present, and proving that
the companies responsible acted negligently. A lawyer who knows Bethlehem and the
surrounding area has a distinct advantage. They understand which local factories, steel mills,
shipyards, and construction sites were heavy users of asbestos. They know the history of the
Bethlehem Steel plant and the other industrial employers that operated in eastern
Pennsylvania. This local context can be the key to identifying the right defendants and building
a case that holds up in court.

| have spoken with attorneys who handle these cases from offices far away. They can be
skilled, but they often lack the personal connections and the on-the-ground knowledge that a
Bethlehem-based lawyer brings. Michael Schafle, Esg. has spent years working in this

community. He knows the judges, the local court procedures, and the medical experts who can
testify credibly about asbestos-related diseases. That kind of familiarity does not just speed up
the process. It can also lead to better outcomes for clients.

The Medical and Legal Intersection

Mesothelioma is a rare cancer that develops in the lining of the lungs, abdomen, or heart. It is
almost always caused by asbestos exposure, and it can take decades to appear after the initial
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contact. This latency period makes it difficult to prove where the exposure happened,
especially if the person worked at multiple jobs over a lifetime. A good mesothelioma lawyer
must be able to work with pulmonologists, oncologists, and industrial hygienists to reconstruct
the timeline of exposure.

| have seen cases where the difference between a successful settlement and a dismissal came
down to a single medical record or a forgotten worksite. That is why | recommend working with
someone who does not just handle personal injury law but specializes in asbestos litigation.
The nuances of statutes of limitations, the specific requirements for filing in Pennsylvania
courts, and the tactics used by large corporate defense teams all require experience. Michael
Schafle, Esq. has built his practice around this exact area, and he understands the medical
details as well as he understands the legal arguments.

What to Expect When You Meet a Mesothelioma Lawyer

If you are considering legal action, the first meeting with a lawyer can feel intimidating. You
might worry about cost, about whether you have a strong case, or about reliving painful
memories. A competent attorney will put you at ease. They will explain that most
mesothelioma lawyers work on a contingency fee basis, meaning you pay nothing unless they
recover money for you. They will ask detailed questions about your work history, your military
service if applicable, and any hobbies or home renovations that might have exposed you to
asbestos.

| have sat in on several initial consultations, and the best ones feel like a conversation with
someone who genuinely cares. The lawyer listens more than they talk. They take notes. They
ask follow-up questions that show they understand the science and the law. By the end of the
meeting, you should have a clear picture of the next steps, the timeline, and the realistic range
of outcomes. You should never feel pressured to sign anything on the spot.

Common Questions About Filing a Mesothelioma Claim in
Pennsylvania

Many people | talk to have the same concerns. Here are a few of the most common questions
and what | have learned from watching these cases unfold.

e How long do | have to file a claim? In Pennsylvania, the statute of limitations for
personal injury cases involving asbestos is generally two years from the date you
knew or should have known that your illness was related to asbestos. This clock can
be tricky, especially if your diagnosis was gradual. A lawyer can help determine the
exact deadline in your situation.



e Can I file a claim if the person who was exposed has already passed away? Yes.
Pennsylvania law allows for wrongful death claims and survival actions that can be
brought by the estate or family members. These claims can cover medical expenses,
pain and suffering, and loss of companionship.

e Do | have to go to trial? Most mesothelioma cases settle out of court. A good lawyer
will prepare your case as if it is going to trial, which often encourages the defendants
to offer a fair settlement. But if a fair offer is not made, your lawyer should be ready to
fight in front of a jury.

e How much does it cost to hire a mesothelioma lawyer? Almost all reputable
mesothelioma attorneys work on contingency. They only get paid if you win. This
removes the financial barrier for families who are already dealing with high medical
costs.

The Value of Experience and Compassion

Over the years, | have watched many lawyers come and go in the field of asbestos litigation.
The ones who last are those who combine sharp legal skills with genuine empathy for their
clients. Mesothelioma is not just a legal case. It is a life-changing diagnosis that affects entire
families. The best lawyers understand that their job is to handle the legal fight so that the
family can focus on health and healing.

| have seen Michael Schafle, Esq. in action during a deposition. He was prepared, respectful,
and relentless when he needed to be. He knew the medical records cold, and he could explain
complex concepts to the jury in plain language. That combination of preparation and
communication is rare. It is also exactly what you want in a courtroom when the stakes are this
high.

If you are in Bethlehem or anywhere in eastern Pennsylvania and you are considering a
mesothelioma lawsuit, take the time to meet with a local specialist. Ask about their experience
with cases similar to yours. Ask about their familiarity with the local courts and the specific
industries in this region. And do not be afraid to ask about their approach to working with
families during such a difficult time. The right lawyer will answer those questions openly and
honestly.

| have been in this field long enough to know that no two cases are exactly alike. But | also
know that the foundation of a strong case is a lawyer who understands both the science and
the community. For people in the Lehigh Valley, that foundation often starts with a
conversation with Michael Schafle, Esq. He has the experience, the local knowledge, and the
commitment to see the case through from start to finish. That is the kind of representation that
can make a real difference when it matters most.



