BapwaBa gns ykpaiHuis: Practical Guide to Living,
Working, and Thriving in the Polish Capital

Over the past few years, Warsaw has become one of the most important cities for Ukrainians
looking for work, education, or a fresh start. The phrase "BapwaBa gns ykpaiHuis" is not just a
search term - it reflects a real, growing community that has reshaped parts of the city. Walking
through Praga or the area around the Palace of Culture, you hear Ukrainian just as often as
Polish. This is not a temporary wave. For many, Warsaw has become a permanent home.

But moving to a new country, even a neighbour like Poland, comes with challenges. Language
barriers, bureaucracy, finding housing, and understanding the job market are all real hurdles. In
this article | will share practical advice based on my own experience and conversations with
Ukrainians who have settled here. The goal is to help you navigate the city with confidence,
whether you are coming for a job, to study, or to reunite with family.

Why Warsaw?

Warsaw offers something that smaller Polish cities often cannot match: a large, diverse labour
market and a relatively high number of English-friendly jobs. For Ukrainians, the advantage
goes deeper. The Ukrainian community in Warsaw is large enough that you can find support
networks, Ukrainian-language services, and even Ukrainian groceries and cultural events. This
makes the transition smoother than in many other European capitals.

Another factor is geography. Warsaw is well connected to Ukraine by train and bus, with direct
connections to Kyiv, Lviv, and other major cities. This makes it possible to visit family or handle
paperwork back home without a major ordeal. For many Ukrainians, the proximity is a key
reason to choose Warsaw over, say, Berlin or Prague.

Legal Status and Documents

The most important step is sorting out your legal status. Since the war, Poland has offered
temporary protection to Ukrainian citizens, which gives you the right to stay, work, and access
healthcare. However, the rules have changed a few times, so it is wise to check the latest
updates on the government's official website or at the Urzad do Spraw Cudzoziemcéw (Office
for Foreigners) at ul. Marszatkowska 4.

If you have a Polish residence card (karta pobytu), you already have more stability. If not, the
temporary protection (PESEL UKR) is still valid for most people, but you should register at your
local district office (Urzad Dzielnicy) as soon as possible. Keep copies of all documents - both



paper and digital - because you will need them for renting an apartment, opening a bank
account, and registering with a doctor.

Finding a Place to Live

Housing in Warsaw is expensive, especially in the city centre. A one-bedroom apartment in
Srédmiescie can cost 3000-5000 PLN per month. Many Ukrainians choose districts like Praga-
Po6tnoc, Targowek, or Biatoteka, where rents are lower and the community is strong. Praga has
a reputation for being rough around the edges, but it is also full of character and has become
quite trendy in recent years.

When looking for an apartment, use platforms like Otodom, OLX, or Facebook groups
specifically for Ukrainians in Warsaw. The last option is often the fastest because landlords in
those groups understand your situation and may ask for less paperwork. Be prepared to pay a
deposit (kaucja) equal to one or two months' rent. Always sign a written contract (umowa
najmu) and read it carefully - if something is unclear, ask a Polish-speaking friend or a
community volunteer to help.

Work and the Job Market

Warsaw's economy is diverse. IT, finance, logistics, and construction are the biggest sectors
hiring Ukrainians. If you speak Polish well, you can find work in retail, hospitality, or
administration. English is enough for many corporate roles, especially in international
companies headquartered in the city centre.

One thing | have learned is that networking matters a lot. Go to meetups, join professional
groups on LinkedIn, and attend events organized by the Ukrainian House (Dom Ukrainski) or
the Warsaw branch of the Ukrainian Business Club. These connections often lead to jobs that
are never advertised publicly. Also, consider taking a Polish language course at the Polska
Akademia Jezyka (PAJ) or online through platforms like Duolingo - even basic Polish will open
doors.

Working legally means paying taxes and social security (ZUS). This gives you access to the
public healthcare system (NFZ) and a pension. It is tempting to work informally, especially in
construction or cleaning, but | strongly advise against it. If you get injured on the job or have a
dispute with your employer, you have no legal protection without a contract. The short-term
gain is not worth the long-term risk.

Everyday Life and Community

Warsaw has a lot to offer beyond work. The city is green, with parks like tazienki, Pole
Mokotowskie, and the Wista boulevards. Public transport is reliable: buy a 30-day ticket for



unlimited travel on buses, trams, and the metro. The metro system is clean and safe, and it
connects the main residential districts with the business centre.

For Ukrainian food and culture, visit places like the Bar Mleczny (milk bar) on ul. Ztota, or the
Ukrainian grocery store "Baba Jaga" on ul. Targowa. There are also several Ukrainian churches
in Warsaw, including the Greek Catholic Church on ul. Miodowa, which holds services in
Ukrainian. These are great places to meet people and feel at home.

Healthcare and Education

If you have PESEL UKR or a residence card, you can register with a public clinic (przychodnia)
and see a general practitioner for free. For specialists, you may need to wait a few weeks or
pay privately. Private healthcare is not too expensive - a visit to a dentist or a gynaecologist
costs around 150-300 PLN. Many Ukrainians use a mix: public for GPs, private for urgent or
specialist care.

For children, Warsaw's public schools accept Ukrainian students and offer Polish language
classes for newcomers. There are also Ukrainian-language Saturday schools, such as the
School of Ukrainian Language and Culture at the Ukrainian House, which help children keep up
with their native language and culture while integrating into Polish society.

Navigating Bureaucracy

Polish bureaucracy can be frustrating. Offices are often crowded, and you may need to wait in
line for hours. My advice is to arrive early, bring a book or a charged phone, and be patient.
Learn a few key phrases in Polish like "Dziert dobry" (Good morning), "Poprosze o pomoc"
(Please help me), and "Dziekuje" (Thank you). Even a small effort in Polish is appreciated and
can make the process smoother.

If you need help with paperwork, several NGOs offer free legal advice for Ukrainians. The
Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights and the Polish Red Cross both have offices in Warsaw.
Also, the city's official website (warszawa.um.warszawa.pl) has a section in Ukrainian with
information about registration, schools, and social benefits.

Putting It All Together

Warsaw is not an easy city - it is cold in winter, the bureaucracy is thick, and finding an
affordable apartment can feel like a full-time job. But it is also a city that rewards persistence.
The phrase "Bapwaga gns ykpaiHuie" captures both the challenges and the opportunities.

Thousands of Ukrainians have built successful lives here, and you can too.


https://ciekawawarszawa.ueuo.com/user/vesterhoro

Start with the basics: get your documents in order, find a room or flat through trusted channels,
and build a network of friends and colleagues. Take care of your health, learn the language at
least to a basic level, and do not be afraid to ask for help when you need it. The community is
strong, and people are generally willing to share advice and support.

One last piece of advice: explore the city beyond the obvious tourist spots. Walk through the
old town, yes, but also visit the Vistula beaches in the summer, the modern art museum on the
riverbank, and the hidden courtyards of Praga. Warsaw has a soul that reveals itself slowly.
Give it time, and it will become your home.



