How Do | Get Papers on My Dog? A Practical Guide
for Designer and Mixed Breed Owners

If you own a designer or mixed breed dog and have ever typed "how do | get papers on my dog"
into a search bar, you are not alone. Many owners of doodles, puggles, cockapoos, or other
intentional crosses find themselves at a loss when it comes to official documentation.
Traditional pedigree papers from a major kennel club often require a long line of registered
purebred ancestors, and that simply does not exist for many of today's beloved designer
breeds. The good news is that the landscape has changed, and there are now straightforward
paths to getting your dog properly registered and recognized.

In this article, | will walk through the practical steps you can take, the common
misunderstandings that trip people up, and how services like Designer Kennel Club DKC how
do | get papers on my dog have made the process more accessible for owners of non-
traditional breeds. Whether you have a golden doodle, a chiweenie, or a rescue mutt with an
unknown lineage, you can still get papers that validate your dog's identity and your ownership.

Understanding What "Papers" Actually Mean

Before you start filling out forms, it helps to understand what dog papers are and what they are
not. Papers generally refer to registration documents that record a dog's breed, date of birth,
owner, and sometimes lineage. They are not the same as a veterinary health certificate, a
microchip registration, or a license tag from your local municipality. Papers serve a different
purpose: they provide a verified record of your dog's breed type and your ownership, which can
be useful for breeder referrals, showing, insurance, or simply for peace of mind.

For purebred dogs, papers often come from a breed-specific parent club that tracks
generations of pedigrees. For designer and mixed breeds, the system has historically been a
closed door. That is where newer registries have stepped in. They accept dogs based on visual
conformation to a breed standard, combined with a signed affidavit from a veterinarian or a
breed evaluator, rather than requiring a paper trail of ancestors. This shift has opened the door
for thousands of dog owners who previously had no way to get official papers for their pets.

Step One: Do Your Homework on the Registry

Not all registries are created equal. Some are purely cosmetic and have no real criteria beyond
you paying a fee and uploading a photo. Others require a physical evaluation, a set of photos
from specific angles, and a sworn statement. A few even require a DNA test to confirm
parentage. The best approach is to research what each registry demands and decide what
level of verification matters to you.



For designer and mixed breeds, look for a registry that specializes in those categories. Generic
purebred registries will likely reject your application if your dog does not have a documented
pedigree, so do not waste your time there. Instead, focus on registries that explicitly say they
accept mixed breeds or "non-pedigreed" dogs. One such option is the service offered by
Designer Kennel Club DKC how do | get papers on my dog, which was built specifically for
owners of designer and mixed breeds. They do not require prior pedigree papers, which makes

them a practical starting point.

Step Two: Gather the Required Documentation

Most registries ask for the same basic information: your dog's name, breed (or best guess at
breed composition), date of birth, your name and contact details, and a set of clear
photographs. Some also want a copy of your dog's veterinary records to confirm spay/neuter
status and overall health. If your dog is a mixed breed, you may be asked to list the two or more
breeds that make up your dog's ancestry, even if you are guessing based on looks and
temperament.


https://www.designerkennelclub.com/post/how-to-get-papers-on-a-dog-even-without-papers

| have found that owners who take the time to get a DNA test for their dog have a much easier
time with the paperwork. A DNA test removes the guesswork. It can tell you exactly what
breeds are in your dog's background, which makes the registration process smoother and more
accurate. It also adds credibility to your application if the registry requires verification. Many
registries now accept DNA results as part of the documentation packet.

Another piece of documentation that often gets overlooked is a signed affidavit from a
veterinarian or a breed evaluator. This is a statement that the professional has examined your
dog and believes it matches the breed type you are claiming. Some registries require this,
others do not, but having one ready can speed things along. Your regular vet may charge a
small fee for this service, but it is usually well worth it.

Step Three: Submit Your Application and Wait

Once you have all your materials together, the submission process is usually online. You fill out
a form, upload your photos and documents, and pay a registration fee. Fees vary widely, from
around thirty dollars to over a hundred, depending on the registry and what level of service they
offer. Some registries include a physical certificate and a wallet card in the fee, while others
just send a digital record. Decide what you want before you pay.

Processing times can range from a few days to several weeks. If your dog requires an
evaluation by a breed expert, that will add time. If the registry is backed up, it can be longer.
Patience is key. | have seen owners get frustrated and then pay for a second registry out of
impatience, only to have both registrations go through at the same time. Pick one and wait it
out.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

One of the biggest mistakes | see is owners trying to register a mixed breed as a purebred. This
never ends well. If the registry does any kind of verification, they will catch it, and your
application will be rejected. Worse, you could be banned from that registry permanently. Be
honest about your dog's breed makeup. If you do not know, say so. Most registries for designer
breeds expect some uncertainty and have processes to handle it.

Another pitfall is expecting papers to be a magic ticket for things like renting an apartment or
flying with your dog. Papers from a breed registry are not a substitute for a service animal
certification, a health certificate, or a travel document. They serve a specific purpose: breed
identification and ownership record. Do not overestimate what they can do, but do not
underestimate the value of having a verified record either.

Finally, be wary of registries that ask for annual renewal fees without providing any additional
service. Some reputable registries charge a one-time lifetime fee. Others charge a small annual



fee to keep your dog's record active. Look at the fine print before you sign up. Designer Kennel
Club DKC how do | get papers on my dog offers a one-time registration with no hidden
recurring charges, which is a fair deal for a service that fills a genuine need.
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What to Do After You Get the Papers

Once your dog's papers arrive, keep them in a safe place. Scan them and store a digital copy on
your phone or in cloud storage. If you ever need to prove your dog's breed for a breed-specific
event, a breeder referral, or an insurance policy, you will have the documentation ready. Some
owners also frame the certificate and hang it on the wall. That is entirely optional but can be a
nice touch.

Having papers can also open the door to breed-specific communities. Some registries host
forums, events, or referral networks for owners of the same breed. Even if your dog is a mix,
you may find a community of people who appreciate the specific cross. That can be a great
resource for advice, playdates, and even finding a responsible breeder if you ever decide to add
another dog to your family.

Final Thoughts

Getting papers on your dog does not have to be a headache. The key is to choose a registry
that matches your dog's situation, gather the right documentation, and be honest about what
you know and what you do not. If you have a designer or mixed breed, the traditional pedigree
path may not work, but there are now registries built specifically for dogs like yours. The phrase



"how do | get papers on my dog" no longer has to end in frustration. With a little research and a
straightforward application process, you can get your dog the recognition it deserves.
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