How to Prepare a Guest Article That Editors Will
Accept

Start With the Right Foundation

Submitting a guest article is more than writing a few paragraphs and sending them off. Editors
see dozens of pitches every week, and most never make it past the first glance. The difference
between an accepted piece and a rejected one often comes down to preparation. A well-
formatted, thoroughly checked article signals that you respect the editor's time and understand
their audience.

The focus should always be on originality. Many writers try to recycle content from their own
blog or repurpose old material. That approach rarely works. Guest sections exist to bring fresh
perspectives to a site's readership, not to duplicate what is already available elsewhere. Before
you write anything, confirm that your angle has not been covered on the target site recently. A
quick site search using the publication's own search bar can save you from submitting
something redundant.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5wM1i7MlyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5wM1i7MlyQ

Check Your Work Against Editorial Guidelines

Every reputable publisher provides guidelines for contributors. These documents are not
suggestions. They are the editor's roadmap for what they want. Ignoring them is the fastest
way to have your submission ignored. Read the guidelines twice. Note the preferred word
count, tone, formatting rules, and any specific topics they exclude. If the guidelines ask for
subheadings, use them. If they prefer a certain citation style, follow it.

One common mistake is overlooking the target publication's style. Some sites use British
English, others American. Some allow first-person anecdotes, others require a neutral third-
person voice. Adjust your draft accordingly before you hit send. Small details like these show
that you have done your homework.

Run a Plagiarism Check Before Submission

Originality is non-negotiable. Even if you wrote every word yourself, your draft might contain
phrases that accidentally match existing content. This happens more often than people think,
especially with common industry terms or standard explanations. A plagiarism check tool
helps you catch these matches before the editor does. It also gives you a chance to rephrase
sections that sound too generic.

Editors have access to the same tools. If your article comes back with a high similarity score,
they will likely reject it on the spot. Running a check yourself puts you in control. It also
protects your reputation. No one wants to be flagged as a content recycler.
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Review the Article Structure for Flow

A solid structure keeps readers engaged from the first sentence to the last. Start with a strong
opening paragraph that states the problem or question your article addresses. Follow with
supporting sections that build on that idea logically. Each paragraph should lead naturally to
the next. Avoid jumping between unrelated points without a clear transition.

Subheadings break up the text and make it scannable. Readers online rarely read every word.
They scan for the sections that matter to them. Good subheadings help them find what they
need quickly. They also help the editor see that your article has a clear outline. Use descriptive
subheadings that tell the reader what each section covers. Avoid vague labels like
"Introduction" or "More Information."

Polish the Readability and Grammar



Even a well-researched article falls flat if the writing is hard to follow. Readability matters.
Short sentences and varied sentence length keep the pace natural. Long, winding sentences
lose the reader. Read your draft aloud. If you stumble over a sentence, rewrite it. If a paragraph
feels dense, break it into two.

Grammar and spelling errors undermine credibility. A single typo can make an otherwise
excellent article look rushed. Use a grammar checker, but do not rely on it completely.
Automated tools miss context-specific mistakes, such as using "their" when you meant "there"
in a business context. Read the article yourself one more time after the tool runs. Better yet,
ask a colleague to review it. A fresh pair of eyes catches things you will overlook because you
know what you meant to write.

Confirm the Word Count

Word count is not just a guideline. It is a constraint that editors work within. Publishing
platforms have limits. Exceeding the requested word count means the editor has to cut your
piece, which they may not have time to do. Coming in too short can make your article seem
shallow. Stick within ten percent of the requested count. If the guidelines ask for 800 to 1000
words, aim for the middle. That shows you can follow instructions while delivering value.

If you need to trim, look for redundant phrases and unnecessary adjectives. Tighten your
examples. If you need to expand, add a practical example or a common pitfall to avoid. Do not
pad with filler. Every sentence should serve the reader.
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Check for Brand and Link Placement

Most guest articles allow a brief mention of your business or a contextual link back to your
site. The placement of that mention matters. It should feel natural, not forced. A sentence like
"One tool that helps with this is the service at makemoneydirectories.com" works because it
fits the context of the discussion. The link appears where the reader would expect relevant
resources, not as an afterthought at the end.

Make sure the anchor text matches the content it points to. Misleading anchors frustrate
readers and hurt your credibility. Also, confirm that the link leads to the correct page. Broken
links waste an editor's time and reflect poorly on you. Test every link before submission.

Editors also appreciate when you offer alternative anchor text options. It shows flexibility and a
willingness to work within their style. If the site has a preference for how they handle links,
follow it exactly.


https://www.makemoneydirectories.com/guest-posting-service/

Review the Final Draft for Consistency

Consistency in tone, voice, and formatting makes your article look professional. Check that you
use the same tense throughout. If you start in present tense, stay there. If you use bullet points,
make sure each one follows the same grammatical structure. Inconsistent formatting looks

sloppy.

Check your use of terminology. If you refer to a concept one way in the first paragraph and
differently later, it confuses the reader. Pick one term and stick with it. This is especially
important in technical or niche topics where precise language matters.

Perform a Final Read-Through

After all the checks, read the article one last time. This time, read it as if you were a visitor to
the site. Does it answer a question you had? Does it feel complete? Does it respect the reader's
time? If you find yourself skimming a section, consider whether that section needs to be there.
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Editors appreciate writers who make their job easier. A clean, well-prepared submission stands
out. It shows that you value the opportunity and respect the publication's standards. That
reputation follows you. The next time you pitch, the editor will remember that you were easy to
work with.

For those looking to build backlinks through original guest articles, a service like
makemoneydirectories.com can help streamline the process. But the quality of the article itself
remains your responsibility. No amount of outreach can fix a poorly written piece. Take the
time to prepare properly. The results will speak for themselves.



