What Vehicle Export Documents You Need in
South Africa

Exporting a vehicle from South Africa involves more than loading it onto a ship or truck. Each
country along the route, and South Africa itself, requires a set of documents that prove
ownership, confirm the vehicle’'s legal status, and satisfy customs and border control rules.
Missing or incorrect paperwork can stop a shipment at the port or border, causing delays and
extra costs. This guide explains the main documents you are likely to need, what each one
does, and how they fit together in a typical export process.

Why Paperwork Matters

Customs authorities need to know what is crossing the border, who owns it, and whether any
duties or restrictions apply. For vehicles, additional checks cover stolen status, outstanding
finance, and compliance with local roadworthiness rules. The documents serve as proof that
the vehicle can leave South Africa legally and enter its destination country without problems.
Without them, your shipment may be held until you produce the right paperwork, and in some
cases the vehicle may be impounded.

The exact set of documents varies by destination, but several core items appear in almost
every vehicle export from South Africa. Understanding these upfront helps you prepare before
you buy or arrange transport.

Proof of Ownership

The most basic document is proof that you own the vehicle. In South Africa this is usually the
original registration certificate (the “blue card” or similar document issued by the relevant
provincial transport authority). A bill of sale from the seller also helps, especially if the
registration is not yet in your name. The export process often requires these documents to be
notarised or certified as true copies, so keep originals safe and have several certified copies
ready.

If the vehicle is financed, the lender's permission to export is essential. The registration
certificate may show a financial interest, and you will need a letter from the finance company
confirming the loan is settled or that export is allowed. Without this, customs may block the
shipment.

Police Clearance and SARPCCO Clearance



South Africa participates in the Southern African Regional Police Chiefs Cooperation
Organisation (SARPCCO) network, which shares information on stolen vehicles across member
states. A police clearance certificate confirms the vehicle has not been reported stolen. This
check is often done through the South African Police Service (SAPS) or a designated agency.
The clearance may be a physical letter or an electronic verification that customs can access.

Some destination countries also require a police clearance from their own authorities, so check
both the export and import sides. The clearance is usually valid for a limited period, so time it
close to your planned shipment date.

Export Permit and ITAC Documentation

For many vehicles, especially those that are older than a certain age or fall under specific
categories, an export permit from the International Trade Administration Commission (ITAC) is
required. ITAC oversees the export of goods that may be in short supply locally or that require
special authorisation. The application process involves submitting proof of ownership, the
vehicle’s value, and the destination country. ITAC may also require a fee and a detailed
description of the vehicle.

An export permit is not always needed. For example, a new vehicle bought directly from a
manufacturer and destined for another country may fall under different rules. Check with ITAC
or a customs clearing agent to confirm whether your vehicle type and age require one.

Commercial Invoice and Customs Declaration

When the vehicle crosses a border, customs needs a commercial invoice that states the
vehicle’s value, make, model, year, and Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). This document is
used to calculate any duties or taxes. The invoice should be accurate and match the other
paperwork. Customs officials compare the invoice against the registration and clearance
documents, so any discrepancy can raise flags.

Alongside the invoice, you will need a customs declaration. In South Africa, this is typically
submitted electronically through the SARS (South African Revenue Service) customs system.
The declaration includes the vehicle’s details, the exporter's information, and the intended
destination. A clearing agent or freight forwarder can handle this step, but you must provide
the underlying documents.
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Border Clearance and Transit Documents

If the vehicle travels overland through multiple countries, each border crossing may require a
separate clearance. Some regional agreements, such as those within the Southern African
Development Community (SADC), simplify transit, but individual countries may still ask for a
temporary import permit or a carné de passage. This document guarantees that the vehicle will
leave the country within a set time, avoiding import duties.




A freight forwarder experienced in African cross-border logistics can advise on which transit
documents your route needs. They can also arrange for a customs bond if required.

How the Documents Work Together

The process typically starts with proof of ownership and a police clearance. You then apply for
any required export permits from ITAC. While waiting, you prepare the commercial invoice and
customs declaration. Once all documents are ready, you submit them to SARS customs, along
with any fees. Customs inspects the vehicle and confirms the paperwork. After clearance, the
vehicle can leave South Africa.

At each border, the transit documents and the original export paperwork are presented. The
destination country’s customs may ask for additional documents, such as a certificate of
conformity or a roadworthiness test. Checking the import rules before you ship saves time
later.

What This Means for You

Preparing export documents is not difficult, but it requires attention to detail and an
understanding of both South African and destination country rules. Missing one document can
stop the entire shipment. Working with a specialist who knows the vehicle export process can
help. Kalali Motors assists buyers with sourcing, inspection, documentation, and shipping from
South Africa to destinations across Africa and worldwide. Their involvement can simplify the
paperwork side, as they know which documents each route requires and can help you gather
them before you arrange transport.

Even if you handle the process yourself, start early. Some permits take weeks. Police clearance
may be valid for only 30 days, so time it to expire just after the vehicle leaves. Keep certified
copies of everything, and prepare digital copies for electronic submissions.

Customs officials are not looking for mistakes, but they will enforce the rules. Accurate,
complete paperwork makes the process smooth. A small error in the VIN or a missing
signature on the invoice can cause a delay. Double-check every document against the vehicle's
actual details.

Final Points

Vehicle export paperwork from South Africa centres on proof of ownership, police clearance,
export permits when required, and customs documentation. Each piece has a specific role, and
they must match. The destination country’s import rules will add extra layers, so research
those early. Companies like Kalali Motors can provide guidance, but the responsibility


https://kalalimotors.co.za/

ultimately rests with the exporter. Understanding the documents before you ship saves time,
money, and frustration.



