A Practical Guide on How to Get Papers for a Dog

If you own a designer or hybrid dog breed and have never had official documentation for the
animal, you might wonder whether it matters. The short answer is that papers matter a lot
when you need to prove lineage, transfer ownership, or register your dog with a recognized
club. The process of figuring out how to get papers for a dog can feel confusing if you adopted
from a private seller or a rescue that did not supply any records. | have helped several friends
navigate this, and the steps are more straightforward than most people assume.

The first thing to understand is that "papers" means different things depending on your goal.
For a breeder, it often means a pedigree registry and litter registration with an organization like
the American Kennel Club or the United Kennel Club. For an owner who simply wants proof of
breed and health history, it may mean a breed certificate plus vet records and microchip
identification. For those who adopted a mixed-breed or hybrid dog from an animal shelter, the
paperwork path is different. Still, the core question remains the same: how to get papers for a
dog when none came with the animal.

Can You Register :
Dog Without AKC
Papers?
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Start With What You Have
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Before you contact any registry or club, gather every scrap of information about the dog. This
includes the seller or breeder name, the date you got the dog, any photographs that show
distinctive markings, and any vet records that exist. Even a simple vaccination card counts. If
the dog has a microchip, write down the microchip identification number. If you have a DNA
testing kit result from a service like Embark or Wisdom Panel, that can also help. The more
documentation you have at the start, the easier it will be to fill the gaps later.

Many owners of designer dog breeds - think French Bulldog, Cavapoo, or Cockapoo - assume
they need purebred paperwork to prove the breed. But not all designer breeds are recognized
by every kennel club. For example, the American Kennel Club recognizes purebreds with a long
lineage, while the United Kennel Club and the continental kennel club may register hybrid dog
breeds that do not meet the strict breed standard. Knowing which club your dog belongs with
is half the battle.

Contact the Breeder or Previous Owner

If you bought the dog from a breeder, that person should have a record of the litter registration
and the puppy papers. Good breeders keep these for years. Call or email them and ask for a
copy of the original registration number and any transfer of ownership documents. If the
breeder is no longer in business or refuses to help, you may need to work with a registry
service that specializes in designer and hybrid dog breeds without prior papers. These services
can issue a breed certificate based on DNA testing and a sworn affidavit from the owner.

One friend of mine adopted a Cockapoo from a private seller who claimed the dog came from
champion lines but had no papers at all. The seller had lost the original breeder certification.
We contacted the breeder directly, found the litter was registered with the United Kennel Club,
and paid a small fee to transfer the registration number to my friend's name. The whole
process took about three weeks. Without that initial call, we would have had to start from
scratch.

Use DNA Testing for Proof of Breed

If the original breeder is gone or the dog came from an animal shelter or a puppy mill situation,
DNA testing becomes your best tool. A simple cheek swab can confirm the breed mix in hybrid
dog breeds and even identify the specific designer breed lines. Many registries accept DNA
results as part of the evidence for issuing a canine identification card or a breed certificate.
This is especially useful for owners of hybrid breeds that fall between the cracks of traditional
purebred paperwork.



When you send a sample, the lab returns a report that lists the breed percentages. Take that
report to the registry you want to work with. Some clubs have their own DNA database. For
instance, the American Kennel Club partners with specific labs and will not accept results from
just any provider. Check the club's policy before you spend money. If you have a mixed breed
with no clear lineage, you may still get a breed certificate that says "designer mix" or "hybrid"
rather than a purebred title. That is still official documentation and is better than having
nothing.

Work With a Registry Service

There are businesses that exist solely to help owners who have no prior papers. They walk you
through how to get papers for a dog. You fill out an application, provide vet records, microchip
identification, and DNA results, and they issue a registration number and a breed certificate.
Some also offer litter registration if you plan to breed the dog later. These services are
especially helpful for designer dog breeds that are not recognized by the major clubs but still
need formal paperwork for travel, boarding, or ownership transfer.

One caution: not all registry services are legitimate. A few operate as fronts for puppy mills and
will issue papers without any verification. Always check that the service is affiliated with a
recognized kennel club like the American Kennel Club, the United Kennel Club, or the


https://www.designerkennelclub.com/registration

continental kennel club. A legitimate registry will require some proof, whether a vet exam, a
microchip scan, or a DNA test. If they ask for money and nothing else, walk away.

Register With a Kennel Club

Once you have a breed certificate or a registration number from a registry, you can apply for
membership with a kennel club. This step is optional for most pet owners, but it is essential if
you plan to show the dog or breed it. The club will issue a canine identification card and add
your dog to its pedigree registry. The process usually requires a fee, a copy of your papers, and
sometimes a photo.

For hybrid dog breeds, the United Kennel Club and the continental kennel club are more
accommodating than the American Kennel Club. The latter focuses on purebred paperwork
and may reject a hybrid outright. Do not take it personally. There are clubs that welcome all
breeds and mixes, and they offer the same level of official documentation. | have seen a
Goldendoodle with a full set of papers from the continental kennel club that included a three-
generation pedigree, even though the breed is a hybrid. The key was that the owner had DNA
evidence and a vet-signed statement of the breed.

Keep Your Papers Current

After you obtain the documents, treat them like any important record. Store them in a fireproof
box or scan them to a cloud drive. Update the ownership transfer information if you sell or give
away the dog. If you move to a different state or country, check whether the local dog licensing
laws require additional paperwork. Some places require a separate permit for designer dog
breeds, and your existing breed certificate may not be enough.

Also, renew your microchip identification registration annually. Many owners forget this step,
and then when the dog gets lost, the chip leads to an old phone number. The same goes for vet
records: keep a folder with every vaccination, surgery, and test result. That folder might
become the basis for a future litter registration if your dog produces a litter.

What If Papers Are Not Possible?

Some dogs simply cannot get traditional papers. A rescue from a puppy mill with no known
parents, no DNA sample, and no vet history may never qualify for a pedigree registry. In that
case, focus on what you can get: a dog license from your county, a microchip, and a letter from
your vet describing the dog's breed and health. That may not satisfy a kennel club, but it will
satisfy most boarding kennels, trainers, and insurance companies. It also helps with ownership
transfer if you ever rehome the animal.



el o 3 by ok s 0 ol i

DESIGHEE KEMNHE CLUR D E 5 l G H E H .\.-'l.l %
:l:p;r:rh:1-.|u|:|uh-:um1' = H" E " H E L E@E
CLUB 3y

Dear FET OWHNER NAME.

Cong rl:l..l.'n‘.m1mmﬁkﬂgmmﬂﬂrﬂuﬁrﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂ?ﬂmmihh&ummmmthﬁmhmam
and cortidying tha standacds of desigrar breeds around The world, Deslgnar Bennesl Cluly iy The ondy of Sh only mgieines in tho woekd
thii] et thiin deiigrar Brgedd, Thia Fegiuintion Cornbeas refloctl and mprosed T vidyg, valdsy, and pority of your dogls
brewd, il wed as the dog teed

Dasignes Kenned Club ptilres o Breedes Direciory 16 eganioe and aid broeder commamication g furthes improve our dosignes
Broads. DG warks gleiihy with Gorsin bepocdiers. of B disoeion:, and By siuigning ranks sk oy Bronze, S, of (okd, A higher
Tk COMesponds 1 0 highor number of regisbered dogs. Rogasensd 0ogs nled allny Bresdors 1o cordy T purity and wabdidy of el
dogs. For ilermaton conceming the Breeder's Dveddony. please contac] us o infepdesonerkonnaloiub. com

Dbyt Kol Chts thainka i fo joiring dus Lirmily of sogrlened doiigrr Bt dog cramsri attusd tho wirkd, W applocialn
YR SLPEONTING B ITUSSN Lis Wil your G0)"S oorifaatnn. For mors iR Mahen on Yous Sog breed, 5wl &8 ofer 0] breods,
mtwnﬂﬂatnmtaﬂmhwmm.wmﬂu:iwmﬂikkﬂmwmum

SnCErely,

Dbyt il (08

Disclgsura

s teparnty hokie fed K o your pesendd,

DESIGNER KENNEL CLUBRB g2

LAt q-::'J.. sy ]

¥
53 ) PETS NAME BREEDERS NAE
a L=
BEED [t i
s L ]
2 O0G BREED CWNER'S NAME

DESIGMER - CWNER'S PHONE NUMBER
KENNEL CLUB
CEATIFICATE IS5U00 OGS COLOA WLES R

REGISTRATRON F

AT F CORTIFCATIC e
Lot SIRE™S HAME -
BIRE'S REGISTATION NUMEER DOG'S SEX
Disclosure Message ]
DA HAME DLENE L T

DATE OF DME'S BIATH
DANS RECISTRATION NUMBER

REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE

| once helped a neighbor whose dog came from a hoarding situation. The dog had no
microchip, no records, and no known breed. We could not get any kind of breed certificate. But
we did get a county dog license, a microchip implanted, and a full set of vet records. When she



later moved to a rental that required dog licensing, those documents were enough. Sometimes
good enough is better than nothing.

The whole process of how to get papers for a dog depends on your starting point and your end
goal. If you want a formal pedigree and the ability to show or breed, you will need DNA testing,
breeder records, and a registry. If you just want proof of ownership and health, a microchip and
vet records will do. Either way, the first step is always to gather what you have, and the second
is to be honest about what is missing. Fake papers are worse than no papers, and a legitimate
registry will never cut corners.

For owners of designer and hybrid dog breeds, there are more options now than there were ten
years ago. The rise of DNA testing and microchip identification has made it possible to
document dogs that would have been invisible to the system. So if you have been putting off
the paperwork because it seemed too hard, start today. Call your vet, order a DNA kit, and
contact a registry that works with your breed. You will feel better knowing your dog has a
record, and your dog will benefit from the security that comes with being a documented
member of the canine world.



