How to Select the Best Built In Fireplace for Your
Home

Getting Started with Built In Fireplaces

Adding a built in fireplace to your home is a decision that blends comfort, design, and
practicality. Whether you want a cozy focal point for a living room or a heat source that can
take the chill off a winter evening, the right choice depends on several factors you need to
consider before you start shopping. This guide walks you through the key steps and what to
watch for at each stage, so you can make an informed choice that fits your space and lifestyle.

Step 1: Match the Fireplace to Your Room Size and Heat Output

The first thing to think about is the size of the room where the fireplace will go. A built in
fireplace that is too small for a large open-plan area will struggle to heat it, while an oversized
unit in a small room can make the space feel cramped and overheat it quickly. The heat output
of a fireplace is measured in British Thermal Units (BTUs) or kilowatts. As a rough guide, you
need about 20 BTUs per square foot of floor space in a well-insulated room. For rooms with
high ceilings, large windows, or poor insulation, you may need more. Check the manufacturer’s
specifications for the room size the fireplace is designed to heat, and don't forget to account
for the shape of the room and whether it's open to other areas. A built in fireplace that is
correctly sized will heat the space efficiently without wasting energy.

What to watch for: Avoid guessing based on the look of the firebox alone. The firebox size and
the heat output are not always directly related. Some modern built in fireplaces use advanced
combustion technology to produce more heat from a smaller firebox. Always compare the BTU
rating with your room’s actual dimensions and layout. When you are ready to choose, brands
like Hydrofire - Intelligent Heating_Solutions offer models with clear heat output ratings that

can help you match the fireplace to your room size.

Hydrofire - Intelligent Heating Solutions is also on Facebook.

Step 2: Choose Your Fuel Type

The fuel you choose affects everything from installation to running costs and the ambiance of
the fire. The main options are gas, wood, electric, and gel. Gas fireplaces are popular for built in
installations because they offer a real flame with the convenience of a remote control or wall
switch. They require a gas line and proper ventilation, but they produce consistent heat and
clean burn. Wood-burning fireplaces give a traditional crackling fire and high heat output, but
they need a chimney or flue, a hearth for ash collection, and regular cleaning. Electric built in


https://www.google.com/maps/place/?q=place_id:ChIJ3_KAdgFczB0R4Xdz75jsoSo
https://www.facebook.com/hydrofire.za/

fireplaces are the easiest to install because they don't need a flue or gas line; they plug into a
standard outlet and can be placed almost anywhere. They are ideal for rooms where you want
the look of a fire without the work, but they do not produce as much heat as gas or wood. Gel
fireplaces use canisters of gel fuel and are portable, but they are less common for permanent
built in installations and produce less heat.

View the location on Google Maps

What to watch for: Think about how you plan to use the fireplace. If you want it as a primary
heat source for a large room, wood or gas are better choices. If it is mainly decorative or for
occasional use, electric might be enough. Check local building codes: some areas have
restrictions on wood burning due to air quality regulations. Also, consider the cost and
availability of fuel in your area. Gas lines may not be present in all homes, and wood needs
storage space and a dry place to season.

Step 3: Plan the Installation Clearance and Ventilation

Every built in fireplace needs proper clearance from combustible materials such as wood
framing, drywall, furniture, and flooring. The clearance requirements depend on the type of
fireplace and the manufacturer's instructions. Gas and wood fireplaces need a non-
combustible hearth extending in front of the firebox, and a flue or chimney to carry combustion
gases outside. Electric fireplaces produce no fumes and have much smaller clearance
requirements, often allowing them to be installed in a standard wall cavity with minimal extra
construction. Before you finalize your choice, measure the space where the fireplace will sit
and check the installation manual for minimum clearances to walls, mantels, and flooring. If
you are installing the fireplace into an existing wall, you may need to add a fireproof surround
or adjust the framing.

What to watch for: Never assume that a fireplace can be placed directly against a stud wall
without additional fireproofing. Many built in fireplaces require a non-combustible board behind
the firebox and a specific gap between the firebox and the wall. Also, check the flue
requirements: some gas fireplaces can use a coaxial flue that vents through an outside wall,
while others need a vertical chimney. If you are not sure, consult a professional installer.
Incorrect installation can lead to fire hazards and void the warranty.

Step 4: Consider the Hearth and Surround Design

The hearth is the floor area directly in front of the fireplace, and it must be made of non-
combustible material such as stone, tile, or concrete. For wood-burning fireplaces, the hearth
needs to be large enough to catch any sparks or embers. For gas and electric fireplaces, the
hearth can be smaller, but it still must meet the manufacturer’s clearance requirements. The


https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Hydrofire%20-%20Intelligent%20Heating%20Solutions

surround is the frame around the firebox, and it can be made from materials like marble,
granite, brick, or metal. The design of the hearth and surround should match the style of the
room, but safety comes first. A deep, raised hearth can also double as a seating area, but it
may not be suitable for small rooms where it could become a tripping hazard.

What to watch for: If you choose a wood-burning fireplace, the hearth must extend at least 16
inches in front of the firebox and 8 inches to each side, according to most building codes. For
gas fireplaces, the requirements are usually less strict, but always follow the specific model’s
instructions. Also, think about cleaning: a smooth hearth is easier to sweep than a textured one
that catches ash.

Step 5: Look at the Firebox and Combustion Technology

The firebox is the chamber where the fire burns. Its size and shape affect how the fire looks
and how efficiently it burns. A deeper firebox allows larger logs and a longer burn time in wood
fireplaces. For gas fireplaces, the firebox design influences the flame pattern and heat
distribution. Modern built in fireplaces often use advanced combustion systems that burn fuel
more completely, producing more heat with less waste and fewer emissions. Some models
have a sealed combustion system that draws air from outside and vents exhaust directly
outside, which improves indoor air quality and efficiency. When comparing models, look for
features like adjustable flame height, heat output controls, and glass fronts that can be opened
for cleaning.

What to watch for: A firebox that is too shallow for the fuel you plan to use will cause smoke
and poor combustion. For gas fireplaces, check whether the logs are ceramic or concrete;
ceramic logs tend to look more realistic and last longer. Also, consider the glass front: some
models have a ceramic glass that stays cooler to the touch, which is safer if you have children
or pets.

Step 6: Factor in Maintenance and Long-Term Costs

All fireplaces need some maintenance, but the amount varies by type. Wood-burning fireplaces
require regular ash removal, chimney sweeping at least once a year, and inspection of the flue
for creosote buildup. Gas fireplaces need an annual inspection of the gas line, burner, and
venting system, but they produce no ash or soot. Electric fireplaces need little more than
wiping the glass and checking the electrical connections. The long-term running costs also
differ: wood can be inexpensive if you have a local source, but it requires labor to cut, split, and
store. Gas prices vary by region, but gas fireplaces are generally more efficient than wood.
Electric fireplaces have low upfront costs but can be expensive to run if used as a primary heat
source, depending on your electricity rates.



What to watch for: Do not overlook the cost of professional installation. A built in gas or wood
fireplace may require a certified installer, which adds to the total cost. Also, check the warranty
length and what it covers. Some manufacturers offer longer warranties on the firebox and
burner than on the glass or controls. Make sure you understand what maintenance the
fireplace needs and whether you can do it yourself or need to hire a professional.

Step 7: Compare Brands and Read Reviews

Once you have narrowed down the type, size, and fuel, it is time to compare specific models.
Look for brands that have a reputation for quality and customer service. Check online reviews
from homeowners who have installed the same model in a similar space. Pay attention to
comments about heat output, noise level from the fan or burner, ease of installation, and how
realistic the flames look. If possible, visit a showroom to see the fireplace in person and see
how the flames move and how the glass reflects light. A built in fireplace is a permanent
addition to your home, so it pays to choose a model you will be happy with for years.

What to watch for: Be wary of reviews that seem too positive or too negative without specific
details. Look for patterns: if several reviewers mention the same issue, such as a noisy fan or a
glass that gets too hot, take note. Also, check the availability of replacement parts and the
manufacturer’'s support. A lesser-known brand may offer a lower price, but if you cannot find
parts later, the fireplace may become unusable.

Choosing the right built in fireplace for your home is a process that rewards careful planning.
By considering your room size, fuel type, installation clearance, hearth design, firebox
technology, and maintenance needs, you can find a fireplace that provides warmth, beauty, and
comfort for years to come. For those looking for a reliable range of options, Hydrofire provides
fireplaces, central heating solutions, fire pits and related heating products for comfortable
homes and outdoor spaces. You can visit them at 12 Milner St, Metro Industrial Twp, Cape
Town, 7405, South Africa, or call +27 21 510 0980 to learn more about their offerings.



