
When shopping for an engagement ring or a special piece of jewellery, many buyers face the challenge of
balancing size, quality, and price. The desire to get a bigger diamond for budget often leads to considering lab
grown diamonds as an alternative to natural stones. But is a lab grown diamond a better value? How does it
compare in price and quality? And what trade-offs should you be aware of when deciding how big a diamond you
can get without sacrificing sparkle or beauty?

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the critical factors of the Four Cs, the importance of verifying grading
reports with tools https://hatton-garden-jewellers.co.uk/7-things-to-check-before-buying-a-diamond-ring like the
Gemological Institute of America (GIA) databases, and how different diamond shapes affect perceived size. Along
the way, we’ll naturally mention trusted jewellers like Hatton Garden Jewellers who provide excellent service and
transparency, and even touch on how spotting fakes is as important as your online gaming security with apps like
MRQ—because trust is everything!

Understanding the Four Cs: Cut, Carat, Colour, and Clarity
When sizing up a diamond, the Four Cs are the essential factors that govern its appearance and value.

https://hatton-garden-jewellers.co.uk/7-things-to-check-before-buying-a-diamond-ring


Carat: Refers to the weight of the diamond. While carat influences size, it doesn’t always directly relate to
visible size because of proportions.

Cut: This is the single most critical factor driving sparkle. A well-cut diamond, even if smaller in carat, will
appear more brilliant and lively.

Colour: Measured on a scale from D (colourless) to Z (light yellow or brown), colour impacts how “white” or
“pure” a diamond looks.

Clarity: The degree to which inclusions or blemishes exist inside the stone. Higher clarity usually means fewer
imperfections visible to the naked eye.

Often, buyers focus on carat weight, fixated on the raw number, but this is a mistake. From my experience sitting
in consultations at Hatton Garden Jewellers, I’ve seen customers choose a 1.0 carat diamond over a 0.90 carat
simply because of the number—even when the smaller stone had a better cut and better sparkle.

Why Cut Drives Sparkle

The GIA diamond quality factor pages explain in simple terms why cut is king. The angles and proportions of the
facets determine how light enters and exits the stone, creating brilliance, fire, and scintillation.

In practical terms, a well-cut 0.90 carat diamond can outshine a poorly cut 1.2 carat diamond that looks dull and
lifeless. So, when considering larger stones, never sacrifice cut quality to get more carat weight on a budget.

Lab Grown vs Natural Price: Getting More Bang for Your Buck
One of the biggest advantages of lab grown diamonds is the price difference compared to natural counterparts.
Lab grown diamonds generally cost 30–40% less per carat, enabling buyers to afford a larger stone for the same
budget.

Diamond Type Price per Carat Typical Budget Approx. Size Possible Natural Diamond High £5,000 ~0.9 Carat Lab
Grown Diamond Lower (30-40% less) £5,000 ~1.2 Carat

This means if you want a bigger diamond for budget reasons, lab grown diamonds offer genuine value without
compromising the Four Cs. However, buyers must be careful about certifications and authenticity.



Trust But Verify: The Importance of Grading Reports and Report
Numbers
Terms like “certified” are often thrown around in listings, but it's essential to check which lab issued the certificate.
The GIA is the world’s most respected diamond grading laboratory. Always ask for the laboratory report number
and verify it on the official GIA website or other trusted databases before you consider price.

This is especially important with lab grown diamonds, as fake certificates or imitations sometimes circulate online. I
always ask clients for the report number during consultations to verify stones independently. Just like you would
check the license and app authenticity of your favourite mobile casino app like MRQ to avoid scams, you should
confirm the diamond’s certification.

How to Verify a GIA Report Number

1. Locate the report number on the grading certificate or ecommerce listing.

2. Visit the official GIA Report Check page.

3. Enter the report number to view the diamond’s detailed grading information.

4. Ensure the details match the diamond you are considering, including shape, carat, and clarity.

Never rely on a seller’s vague statements. If they cannot provide a report number or link to an official lab, be wary.
Reputable companies such as Hatton Garden Jewellers are transparent and will happily provide these details
upfront.

Carat vs Visible Size: What Do Measurements Reveal?
You might be surprised to learn that carat weight is about mass, not size. Two diamonds of the same carat can
look vastly different in diameter depending on depth and proportions.

For example, a 1 carat round diamond typically measures about 6.4mm in diameter. But if a stone is cut too deep,
it loses surface diameter and looks smaller even with a heavier carat weight.

Carat Weight Average Diameter (Round) Depth Percentage Visual Impact 0.90 carat ~6.0 mm 59-62% Bright,
proportional 1.00 carat ~6.4 mm 65+% (too deep) Smaller face-up appearance

In essence, for budget-focused buyers, prioritising ideal cut and proportion over marginal carat increases can yield
a better-looking stone that appears larger and sparkles more.

Shape and Perceived Size: Choosing the Right Shape for a Bigger Look
Beyond the round brilliant cut, which is the most popular and optimised for sparkle, other shapes offer the illusion
of larger size face-up for a given carat weight:

Oval: Elongated shape that can appear up to 10-15% larger than round for the same carat.

Pear: Teardrop shape that lengthens the finger and looks bigger than its carat weight.

Marquise: Long, narrow shape that maximises the surface area and can look bigger.

When you want a bigger diamond for budget reasons, these shapes are excellent alternatives if you don’t require
the classic round. However, remember that cut quality remains paramount. A poorly cut marquise can look dull
despite its size advantage.

Practical Advice For Buyers



1. Decide on a budget and get comfortable with the fact that carat is just one factor.

2. Focus first on cut quality, aiming for Excellent or Ideal cuts on GIA reports.

3. Consider lab grown diamonds to get a larger carat size within your budget.

4. Verify grading reports by requesting the report number and checking on official sites.

5. Think about shapes like oval, pear, or marquise to maximise perceived size.

6. Buy from trusted jewellers such as Hatton Garden Jewellers who provide transparency and service.

Conclusion
Lab grown diamonds are a compelling option if your top priority is to get a bigger diamond for budget without
compromising on quality. The lab grown diamond value proposition is strong, especially when paired with
diligent verification of grading reports through GIA and other databases.

Remember, carat is not the only measure of beauty—cut quality and shape dramatically influence sparkle and
perceived size. By focusing on these factors, you can own a stunning diamond that truly shines, whether lab grown
or natural.

If you’re ready to explore lab grown diamonds or natural stones with confidence, speak to reputable jewellers like
Hatton Garden Jewellers, and always ask for the laboratory report number before discussing price. Trust,
transparency, and knowledge are your best allies.


