
Choosing Flooring and Window Treatments in West
Chester
When you are updating a home in West Chester, the choices you make for floors and windows
can define the entire feel of a room. These two elements cover a lot of surface area and they
interact with light, color, and texture in ways that smaller decor items cannot. Getting them
right takes some planning, and it helps to understand what each material offers before you
commit.

Flooring sets the foundation. It takes the most abuse over time, so durability matters as much
as appearance. Window treatments, on the other hand, control privacy, light, and insulation.
They also frame the view outside. Together, they create the backdrop for everything else in the
room. Whether you are starting from scratch or refreshing an existing space, a few basic
principles can guide you toward choices that work for your lifestyle and your budget.

Understanding Your Flooring Options
Hardwood remains a popular choice for many homeowners. It adds warmth and value, and it
can be refinished several times over its life. But it scratches fairly easily, and it does not handle
moisture well. That makes it a poor fit for basements or bathrooms unless you are willing to
accept some risk. Engineered wood products, such as luxury vinyl plank or laminate, offer a
similar look with better water resistance and lower cost. They are less likely to dent, but they
cannot be refinished. Once the top layer wears through, you replace the plank.

Tile is another strong option, especially for kitchens, entryways, and bathrooms. Porcelain and
ceramic are both durable and waterproof. Porcelain is denser and more resistant to moisture,
so it works well in areas that get wet. Tile also comes in a huge range of colors and patterns,
including styles that mimic natural stone or wood. The main downside is that tile feels cold
underfoot and hard on the legs if you stand for long periods. Radiant heating underneath can
solve the cold issue, but that adds to the project cost.
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Carpet provides comfort and sound absorption. It softens a room and reduces noise between
floors. But it traps dust, allergens, and stains. In high-traffic areas or homes with pets, carpet
can look worn quickly. If you choose carpet, look for a dense, low-pile style with a good
warranty. Nylon fibers hold up better than polyester in heavy-use areas.

Window Treatment Basics

https://maps.google.com/maps?cid=1197000619166782458&output=embed


Window coverings serve more than one purpose. They control light, provide privacy, insulate
against heat and cold, and contribute to the room's style. The right choice depends on which of
these matters most for each window.

Blinds are simple, adjustable, and relatively inexpensive. Horizontal blinds, whether wood,
aluminum, or faux wood, let you tilt the slats to control light direction. Vertical blinds work well
on sliding doors and large windows. Both types collect dust and can be tricky to clean.
Cordless designs are safer for homes with small children or pets.

Shades offer a cleaner look. Roller shades, Roman shades, and cellular shades each have their
own strengths. Cellular shades, also called honeycomb shades, trap air in pockets to provide
insulation. They are one of the most energy-efficient options available. Roman shades fold into
soft pleats when raised, which adds a tailored look. Roller shades are the most straightforward
and often the most affordable.

Curtains and drapes bring softness and color into a room. They can be layered over blinds or
shades for added insulation and a finished appearance. The fabric weight matters. Lightweight
sheers filter sunlight without blocking the view. Heavier drapes block more light and help keep
a room warm in winter. When you hang curtains, mount the rod high and wide so the window
looks larger and more light enters when they are open.

Coordinating Floors and Windows
The relationship between your floors and window treatments is about balance. If you have dark
hardwood floors, light-colored window coverings can keep the room from feeling heavy. If your
floors are pale or neutral, you have more freedom to use pattern or color at the windows. The
goal is to create contrast without clashing.

Texture also plays a role. Smooth surfaces like tile or polished hardwood pair well with softer
window treatments such as linen curtains or Roman shades. A plush carpet calls for cleaner
lines at the window, perhaps with a roller shade or simple wood blinds. Mixing textures keeps
the room from feeling flat.

Consider the light direction. South-facing rooms get strong sun for much of the day, so UV-
resistant window coverings help prevent fading on floors and furniture. North-facing rooms
receive cooler, indirect light, so warmer tones in both flooring and window treatments can
make the space feel cozier.

Installation and Measurement Tips
Accurate measurements make or break any flooring or window project. For flooring, measure
the room length and width, then multiply for square footage. Add about 10 percent for waste,



more if you are installing diagonal or herringbone patterns. For tile, add 15 percent to account
for cuts and breakage.

For window treatments, measure the width of the window frame and the height from the top of
the frame to where you want the covering to end. If you mount inside the frame, measure at
three points across the width and use the narrowest measurement. If you mount outside, add
several inches on each side so the covering overlaps the window. This blocks more light and
makes the window appear larger.

Professional installation is worth the cost for large or complex projects. Heavy curtain rods,
motorized blinds, and intricate tile patterns all benefit from someone who has done it before.
Mistakes in these areas can be expensive to fix.

Maintenance and Longevity
No material lasts forever, but good maintenance extends the life of both floors and window
coverings. Hardwood floors need regular sweeping and occasional refinishing. Avoid wet
mopping, which can warp the boards. Vinyl and laminate floors clean easily with a damp mop
and mild cleaner, but harsh chemicals can dull the finish. Tile grout needs sealing every year or
two to prevent staining.

Window treatments collect dust and allergens. Vacuum blinds and shades with a brush
attachment every few weeks. Wash curtains according to the care label, or dry-clean them if
the fabric requires it. Cellular shades can be gently vacuumed; they do not clean well with
water. Replacing worn-out window coverings every few years keeps the room looking fresh
without a full renovation.

Working with a Local Provider
Choosing the right products is easier when you see and feel them in person. Online swatches
help, but nothing replaces standing on a sample of flooring or pulling a shade open to see how
it handles. A local provider can show you options that fit your style and explain the trade-offs
between materials. They can also measure accurately and handle installation, which saves
time and reduces the chance of mistakes.

One option for homeowners in West Chester is Boyle's Floor and Window Design. They offer a
range of flooring and window treatment choices, and their team can guide you through the
selection process. Whether you are leaning toward hardwood and cellular shades or tile and
Roman shades, they can help you match the look and function you need. If you are planning a
project soon, visiting a showroom like Boyle's Floor and Window Design gives you a chance to
compare materials side by side.

https://www.facebook.com/boylesflooring


When you are ready to move forward, you can find Boyle's Floor and Window Design at 705 E
Gay St, West Chester, PA 19380, or call them at (610) 429-9773 to set up an appointment.


