There is no reliable, official league table of the best criminal lawyers in Brisbane. The right lawyer for a drink-driving
charge may not be the right choice for an urgent bail application, a serious assault allegation or a complex fraud
case. "Best” depends on the charge, the stage of the case, the lawyer's relevant experience, how quickly they can

act and whether their fees are clear.

If you are searching for the best criminal lawyer Brisbane has to offer, focus on evidence you can check rather
than bold promises. Ask who will handle your matter, whether they regularly appear in Queensland criminal

courts, what the next steps are and what those steps will cost. This guide explains how to make that choice, what

to do after police contact, and where to seek urgent help.

What makes a criminal lawyer a good fit?

A strong choice is not necessarily the firm with the biggest advertising budget or the most impressive website.
Look for a lawyer who can explain your options in plain English and has experience with your type of matter and

the court where it is being dealt with.

* Relevant experience: Ask about matters similar to yours, including the charge type and the stage of

proceedings. A lawyer should be able to describe their experience without promising a particular result.

* Queensland court experience: If your case is listed in Brisbane, ask whether the lawyer regularly appears in
Brisbane Magistrates Court or the relevant higher court.

® A clear plan: You should understand what needs attention now, what information the lawyer needs from you
and what may happen next.

® Access to the person doing the work: Find out whether you will deal directly with the solicitor, a junior
lawyer or several different staff members.

* Practical availability: If you have been arrested, need bail advice or have an imminent court date, ask who
can act and how quickly.

* Transparent fees: You should receive a written explanation of the billing arrangement, likely work and any

extra costs.



When comparing top criminal defence Brisbane options, ask specific questions. “Do you handle this kind of
matter?” is more useful than “Are you the best?” A careful lawyer will discuss strengths, risks and unknowns—not

guarantee an acquittal, bail or a particular sentence.

How to compare Brisbane criminal law firms

Start with a shortlist of two or three lawyers or firms, unless the situation is so urgent that you need immediate
assistance. You can find practitioners through the Queensland Law Society’s lawyer-referral services, Legal Aid
Queensland, recommendations from someone you trust, or established legal directories. Check the lawyer's

current practising details and confirm who would actually take responsibility for your matter.

Use an initial call or consultation to test whether the advice is useful and understandable. You do not need to
know the law before speaking with a lawyer. It helps, however, to have a concise account of what has happened

and to ask what the lawyer needs next.

What to check Questions to ask Why it matters Relevant experience How often do you handle this type of charge?
Who will appear in court? The lawyer’s practical experience should match the issue and court stage. Immediate
action What should | do before the next police contact or court date? Early steps can affect evidence, deadlines
and bail arrangements. Communication Who is my main contact, and how quickly do you usually respond? Clear
communication is especially important when a date or decision is urgent. Fees What is included, what is excluded,
and how will extra work be approved? A clear scope helps avoid unexpected bills. Risks and options What are the
realistic options, risks and next steps? Good advice recognises uncertainty rather than selling a guaranteed

outcome.

Look beyond reviews and rankings

Online reviews may help you assess communication and client service, but they cannot tell you whether a lawyer is
suitable for your facts. Case results are also difficult to compare: two matters with the same charge can differ

because of the evidence, a person’s history, the law or the way the case was prepared.

There is no single ranking that identifies the "best” among all Brisbane criminal law firms. Treat awards,
testimonials and claims about success as starting points for questions—not proof that a particular lawyer is right

for you.

What to do after an arrest or a police call

If police contact you, do not ignore it, but do not assume you must attend an interview or answer fantasticlawyers
every question immediately. It's not always that simple, though. The rules depend on the circumstances. Ask what
the contact is about, whether you are required to attend or are under arrest, and whether there is a deadline or

court date. Then seek legal advice promptly.

If you are arrested, stay calm and do not physically resist. In Queensland, police may have legal powers to ask for
certain identifying details or require particular actions in specific situations. Do not lie or obstruct police. If you are

unsure what you must answer, say that you want legal advice before taking part in an interview.

Whether and how you answer police questions is a serious decision. Do not rely on a general internet rule such as
“never say anything” or “just explain your side”. Ask to speak with a lawyer as soon as you can. If you do take part
in an interview, listen carefully, ask for clarification if you do not understand a question, and do not guess. Tell your

lawyer about anything you have already said or signed.
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Write down a timeline before you call a lawyer

One of the most useful things you can do is write a factual timeline while events are fresh. Keep it private and

share it with your lawyer, not on social media or in group chats. Include:

® when and where each important event happened;
* who was present and how they can be contacted;
* what police said, what you said, and whether anything was recorded or signed;
® any calls, messages, photos, CCTV or other material that may be relevant; and

® your next police appointment, bail reporting requirement or court date.

Keep original messages and documents. Do not delete, edit or post material that could be relevant. Do not contact
a complainant or witness about the case unless your lawyer has advised you it is appropriate. A timeline is a

prompt for your lawyer, not a substitute for legal advice.

Bail and urgent court help in Brisbane

If you are in custody, need to apply for bail or have a court date soon, make the urgency clear when contacting
lawyers. Give the exact location where you are being held, your full name, date of birth, the charges if known, and
the next listing date. Ask whether the lawyer can speak with you promptly and whether they can appear at the

relevant court.
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Bail decisions are made under Queensland law and depend on the individual case. Relevant issues can include the
alleged conduct, the available evidence, a person'’s history, proposed living arrangements and whether conditions
could address identified risks. Do not assume that a family member's support or a fixed address will automatically

result in bail. A lawyer can explain what information may assist and what conditions might be considered.

There may be different routes to seek release, including a police bail decision or an application to a court,
depending on the circumstances. Bail conditions must be followed carefully. If a condition is unclear, ask your

lawyer to explain it before acting. Breaching a condition can have serious consequences.

At Brisbane Magistrates Court, a duty lawyer may be available to assist eligible people, depending on the

circumstances and the service's capacity. Duty lawyer assistance is generally limited and may not be the same as



having a lawyer retained to prepare and run the whole case. Contact Legal Aid Queensland or ask court staff
about current assistance arrangements. If the matter is urgent or complicated, ask a private lawyer whether they

can take instructions and act in time.

Understanding criminal lawyer fees and billing styles

Fees vary with the seriousness and complexity of the case, the amount of preparation required, the number of
court appearances and whether the matter resolves early or proceeds to a hearing or trial. Ask for the costs
disclosure and agreement in writing before work begins where possible. If the situation is urgent, make sure you

understand the immediate fee and what further work it covers.

Billing style How it commonly works What to clarify Fixed fee A set amount for a defined stage or task. Does it
include advice, preparation, court appearances and follow-up? What happens if the case becomes more complex?
Hourly billing You are charged for time spent, often at different rates for different staff. Ask for the rates, billing
increments, an estimate and how you will be told if costs rise. Staged fees Separate fees apply to stages such as an
initial appearance, negotiation or hearing preparation. Confirm exactly when each stage begins and what is

included in each amount.

Also ask about possible disbursements—expenses paid to other providers, such as for reports, transcripts or
expert assistance—and whether GST is included in quoted amounts. A low initial quote may cover only the first
appearance or advice meeting. Ask what it does not cover, how additional work is approved and whether you will

receive updates if the estimate changes.

Legal Aid may be available to people who meet its eligibility and merit tests. A lawyer can explain whether an
application is worth considering, but do not assume funding is automatic or that every task will be covered. Ask

Legal Aid Queensland directly about current criteria and services.

A practical checklist before you choose

1. Write down a timeline and gather key documents, messages and court or police paperwork.
. Confirm the next deadline, interview time or court date.

. Contact a lawyer whose experience matches the type and urgency of your matter.

. Ask for a realistic explanation of options, risks and immediate next steps.
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4. Ask who will handle the case and how you can reach them.
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6. Get the fee arrangement, scope of work and likely extra costs in writing.
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. Be wary of anyone who guarantees an outcome or pressures you to decide without explaining the terms.

So, who are the best criminal lawyers in Brisbane?

The best choice is the lawyer who understands your particular problem, can act within your timeframe, explains the
risks clearly and gives you a fee arrangement you can understand. That may be a specialist private criminal
solicitor, a larger firm with the right team, or—if you qualify—assistance through Legal Aid or a court-based

service. There is no responsible way to name one firm as the best for every person and every charge.

If police have contacted you, you have been arrested, or a court date is close, prioritise prompt, relevant advice
over searching endlessly for a perfect ranking. Write down your timeline before you call, keep important material
safe and ask direct questions about experience, availability and fees. A lawyer cannot promise a result, but should

be able to help you understand the process and make informed decisions about what happens next.



This article provides general information, not legal advice. Queensland laws and procedures can change, and
the right steps depend on the facts of your matter. Speak with a qualified Queensland criminal lawyer or Legal

Aid Queensland for advice about your situation.



